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EDITORIAL 
The Reformed Faith and the World 


family Churches affiliated with “The Alliance the 

Reformed Churches throughout the World holding the Pres- 

byterian bound together the common historical 
and theological heritage the Reformed Faith. Diverse its his- 
torical forms and its doctrinal standards, the Reformed Faith 
not absolute system polity theology but common way 
professing the Gospel the Church the world. 

order interpret the meaning and significance the Re- 
formed Faith the world today, not enough merely refer 
our common historical and theological roots, re-affirm 
re-write our confessional standards doctrine and belief. ‘This 
common heritage neither repudiate nor minimize; the con- 
trary, rejoice its dynamic character which constantly rebukes 
and challenges reminds that Church must always 
reformed” under the judgment the Word God and the Lord- 
ship Jesus Christ. 

The genius the Reformed Faith not found seeking 
the lowest common denominator our diverse, though united, 
ecclesiastical theological witness, striving distinguish our 
particular tradition from other traditions which differ from us. Our 
concern not magnify the Reformed Churches the expense 
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other Churches though alone had monopoly the Gospel. 
readily avow our kinship with other Church families and take 
seriously our commitment the ecumenical obligation unity and 
mission. 

the past, the Reformed Faith has been defined and expressed 
many ways, for example, with reference the sovereignty God, 
the doctrines election and predestination, the radical nature 
sin and the redemptive character grace, the form 
Church government, concern for Biblical and theological truth, 
championing religious freedom, insistence that truth order 
goodness, etc. 

accenting these distinctive marks our tradition, various Bib- 
lical and theological symbols and figures have been used, such as, 
“covenant,” “presbyter,” etc. These are still 
useful figures, but believe there are special reasons our day 
utilize the Biblical figure the theme for inter- 
preting the Reformed Faith relates the Gospel, the Church, 
and the world. figure the servant Biblical, line with 
certain basic Reformed convictions, and, believe, vital 
importance for the whole contemporary ecumenical task and mission. 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which you have Christ 
Jesus, who, though was the form God, did not count equal- 
ity with God thing grasped, but emptied himself, taking the 
form servant, being born the likeness men. And being 
found human form humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death, even death cross. Therefore God has highly ex- 
alted him and bestowed him the name which above every 
name, that the name Jesus every knee should bow, heaven 
and earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ Lord, the glory God the Father” (Phil. 5-11). 


(1) The Gospel the good news God’s redemptive love for sin- 
ful mankind Jesus Christ. The Gospel the heart the Chris- 
tian faith and distinguishes from all other religions uniting one 
holy bond love and faith all those who call themselves Christians. 

What God has done Christ for man’s redemption good tidings 
great joy, revealed and declared Holy Scripture, made effective 
and redemptive the Holy Spirit through faith, proclaimed and 
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preached the Church and the world. Jesus Christ, the 
Mediator, the Man from God and the Man for men, stands the 
center the Gospel. him, God has come down earth; 
what God has say us; him, man reborn faith into new 
creation. good news the Christian faith is, therefore, the 
Gospel Jesus Christ. All depends him, all doctrine and theol- 
ogy, all ethics and morality, all Church order and organization, all 
worship and piety. 

(2) The Reformed Faith rooted the Protestant Reformation 
which sought recover and restore the centrality Christ for faith 
and life. The Reformers re-affirmed the Gospel Jesus Christ. 
They did not think themselves innovators, creating new Gospel 
new Church, but restorers and reclaimers what had been 
obscured. The Reformation was protest against everything that 
would detract from the centrality the Gospel, whether ecclesiastical 
structure doctrinal orthodoxy. The Reformers, therefore, in- 
sisted that the Gospel that determines and judges the Church. 
their concern for the centrality the Gospel, the Reformers went 
back the Bible and the ecumenical creeds the early Church with 
their definitions the uniqueness Jesus Christ “very God very 
God who for men, and for our salvation was made 
man.” ‘The proper understanding the relation between the deity 
and the humanity Christ, the “two natures one has 
provoked continuous debate down through the centuries. 

Roman Catholic theology has tended emphasize the deity 
the expense the humanity Christ, the Reformers sought 
restore the balance. Luther was emphatic about this, particularly 
his Christmas sermons; Calvin his relates the human- 
ity with the deity making use the three-fold office Christ 
prophet, priest, and king. 

the period following the Reformation, was common (espe- 
cially for Reformed theologians, drawing upon Phil. speak 
the two Christ, that is, his “humiliation” 
and his The former referred Christ’s birth, life, 
passion, and death; the latter his resurrection, ascension, session, 
and coming again. While there something artificial this, partic- 
ularly the implication that the two states are successive inde- 
pendent each other rather than interrelated, the device instruc- 
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can regard Christ’s two states simultaneous coextensive rather 
than temporal sequence, then his humiliation implies also the 
same time his exaltation, and his exaltation necessarily involves his 
humiliation. This means that the servant form which Christ as- 
sumed was mere temporary condescension the human situation 
transcended and superseded later his exaltation the right 
hand the Father, but was precisely this form which God’s 
redemptive revelation was made known us. Thus the Servant 
Lord! And the Lord Servant! 

(3) The Servant-Lord Biblical and theological way speaking 
about the Gospel which has significant implications for 
figure the servant basic the Bible for the understanding 
God’s ways with his people. “You are servant, Israel, whom 
will Israel, God makes himself known; 
through the Hebrew people, the redemptive purpose 
achieved. mission serve the Lord obedience and glad- 
ness, “‘a light the nations,” fulfill the divine election and 
covenant carrying salvation the ends the earth. The 
righteous Israel are those who take seriously their service the 
Most High. the servant” passages Isaiah, the divine 
splendor and the redemptive purpose God are disclosed through 
one who patient gentleness personified. “He was despised and 
rejected men; man sorrows, and acquainted with 
his knowledge shall the righteous one, servant, make many 
counted righteous.” 

The prophetic vision realized the person and work Jesus 
Christ who announced his purpose that Son Man came not 
served, but serve, and give his life ransom for many.” 
the foot-washing scene the Upper Room, Christ enacted 
dramatic moment the inner meaning his mission, girding himself 
with towel and washing his disciples’ feet. Thus the disciple, the 
apostle, the follower Christ, also called upon serve the Master 
who was himself the Servant-Lord. Paul’s interpretation Christ 
and the Christian follows the same pattern. the One who was 
“the form God” deliberately chose take “the form 
servant,” too the Apostle thought his own calling and com- 
mission servant Jesus Christ, called apostle, set apart 
for the Gospel God.” 

understand what servant and service mean the Bible 
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define the Gospel revolutionary way, for are led say that 
God was never more truly God than when became the Servant-Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that man never more truly free than when 
serves Deity willing obedience and joyful abandon. 

(4) The form the servant suggests the mission for the Reformed 
Faith the world today witnesses the Gospel the Church 
and the world. restore the servant interpretation the 
Gospel will not easy simple. whole context the servant 
and service uncongenial and unacceptable for many our day. 
The servant figure has become degraded and demeaned, implying 
enforced obedience and mere passivity. servant today re- 
garded inferior, subjugated, dehumanized. reclaim the Bib- 
lical view the servant will require new sense what 
means give oneself with enthusiasm and commitment something 
that bigger than oneself, whereby bondage becomes freedom and 
servitude issues fulfillment. 

this point that the Gospel the Servant- needs 
preached for our day. The Reformed Faith, which has long tradi- 
tion emphasizing the Christian man’s obedience and discipline, 
needs recover the Biblical servant accent. This would guard 
against the temptation legalism which has often plagued the 
witness the Reformed Faith. 

There is, moreover, constructive link between the servant form 
and the Reformed Faith. The Church, say, must ever re- 
formed. that not mean merely that the Church became 
reformed the time the Reformation and that henceforth now 
has the true Gospel and needs only transmit every new age. 
means that the Church must always the process being 
reformed, subject and obedient the Gospel and the Lordship 
Jesus Christ. But Christ the Servant-Lord, this means that all 
our Church life and thought, theology and worship, preaching and 
evangelism, heritage and tradition, must serve the Lord who him- 
self revealed the form servant. Thus our tradition and 
our theology can never become ends themselves but must always 
the service and the service the Servant-Lord. 


THe 


(1) The Church the community the faithful, called Christ 
and empowered the Spirit, who witness the Gospel the world 
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the servant-people the Servant-Lord. There are many Biblical 
ways speaking about the Church, such as, the body Christ, the 
fellowship the faithful, the covenant community, the new Israel, 
the congregation the saints, the bride Christ, the royal priest- 
hood, the family the elect, the household God, etc. speak 
the Church the servant-people the Servant-Lord, not 
mean exclude other ways describing the Church. But just 
the servant figure may deepen our understanding the Gospel, 
too believe provides needed accent regarding the nature, 
function, and mission the Church for our day. 

How does the Church the servant-people does so, first 
all, listening the Servant-Lord the Church. The Church 
does not worship itself, its institutional organization, its own ortho- 
doxy confession faith, its pronouncements programs, its forms 
its structures, its piety its holiness. Christ the sole head 
the Church, and the Church exists serve the Lord the Church 
who came not served but serve. 

The Church’s witness and mission are thus related the humilia- 
tion and exaltation the Servant-Lord. the sacraments bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper the Church not only declares the death 
and resurrection Christ but the death the man” and the 
resurrection the creature” Christ. The witness and 
mission the Church the world also both humiliation and 
exaltation, the Church suffers persecution, rejection, division, con- 
troversy, and schism; yet her humiliation the Church also 
exalted because she serves the Lord who reigns the Head the 
Church, against which gates hell shall not prevail.” 

(2) The standard which the Christian Church must judged 
its faithfulness taking the form servant and showing itself 
the servant Jesus Christ. The purity the Church and the 
unity the Church are not enough they are taken ends 
themselves. not Christian lay claim absolute purity, 
whether belief, worship, Church organization. 

Some glory their theological purity, that is, their orthodoxy. 
They glory having the right ideas; they defy others prove that 
they are tainted with false doctrine. But there sense which 
can have the truth purely intellectual way without the truth 
having us. Christian truth personal truth; centers Person, 
and must possess the lives persons who become servants the 
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Truth. For Christian truth must not only believed, must 
obeyed. Man must Loyalty ideas about Christ can 
become subtle substitute for loyalty Christ himself. Ideas can 
become idols. ‘The heresy which orthodoxy subject can the 
most soul-destroying, mind-shattering, and Church-withering all 
heresies. 

Others say, the true ministry; can trace our descent 
the apostles.” all such, must ask: what purpose? Can 
apostolic succession save and give good and regular standing 
the Church The proof true ministry, whether clerical 
lay, that serves Jesus Christ the Truth. 

Still others say, Church the true Church; was founded 
Christ himself and its structure was revealed the Holy Spirit.” 
this reply that structure any kind not the essence the 
Church. Structure, too, must servant, and must judged 
the degree which shows itself the service the redemp- 
tive will God Christ. the ecumenical movement today, 
only the pilgrim way Christian, obedient service that the 
Holy Spirit will reveal the structure which most consonant with, 
and can best express, the truth and unity the Church Christ. 

But even the unity the Church cannot end itself. The 
question arises: for what?” The unity the Church must 
for the sake the mission the Church. The Church cannot 
the Church unless shows itself the servant-people the 
Servant-Lord who gave the mandate make disciples all nations. 

all too easy for the Church become venerated but sterile 
institution the world. Neither the Church itself nor any its 
achievements, whether its structure its doctrine, its unity its 
work, can ever mere ends themselves; all are means serve the 
purpose and redemptive love God. 

(3) The recovery the servant form the Church can 
crucial and decisive contribution the Reformed Faith the world 
today. think the Church the servant-people the Ser- 
vant-Lord one way not only accenting basic, Biblical manner 
speaking about the Church but renewing and revitalizing the Re- 
formed conviction that the Church must always reformed. Under 
such interpretation, all churchly pretensions organization, theol- 
ogy, confession, worship, unity, and mission, must scrutinized, 
judged, and evaluated. This conceivably could provide corrective 


cal 
the 
not 
irst 

rch 
ho- 
lia- 
the 
the 
ged 
the 
ity, 
hat 
uth 
on, 
the 


308 THEOLOGY TODAY 


criterion the midst much contemporary discussion and con- 
troversy the life, work, and thinking the Church. could 
also suggest the dynamic and explosive insight whereby the stalemates 
denominational, confessional, and ecumenical tangles might 
resolved. may that the Reformed Faith, because its reform- 
ing potentiality, providentially prepared and poised sound this 
note for our day. But needs also said, that the same servant 
figure and reforming principle which the Reformed Faith would 
direct toward others must also applied its own tradition, her- 
itage, and present structures. save ourselves, must lose 
selves, not self-conscious protest self-assured righteousness, 
but obedient service. 

God gave mission his people: are servant, Israel, 
whom will glorified will give you light the nations, 
that salvation may reach the end the The Christian 
Church the new Israel, God’s new servant, the fellowship those 
for whom Jesus Christ Lord. The Church exists glorify God, 
make him manifest men, reflect the splendor his nature, 
and serve his eternal purpose Jesus Christ, who the sole head 
the Church, the Servant-Lord who calls servant-people into his 
freedom and fellowship. 


THe 


(1) The Church exists proclaim the Gospel the world word 
and deed. Gospel, Church, and world are intertwined; cannot 
speak one without involving the others. interrelationship, 
though not always rightly emphasized, lies deeply rooted the 
Reformed Faith. And particularly the relation the Gospel 
and the Church the world that the Reformed heritage has been 
fertile constructive insights and positive achievements. Other 
traditions have made their own substantial contributions, but the 
Reformed Faith known historically for its passionate concern 
bring the Gospel through the Church the world. 

Whether recall Calvin’s part the rewriting the civil law 
the city Geneva, Zwingli’s death the battlefield patriot 
who took arms his country’s defense, the German Reformed 
struggle for political and religious freedom the Rhine, the 
Dutch resistance tyranny the Netherlands, Knox’s fight 
against oppression Scotland—in every case, and more that could 
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mentioned, the Reformed Churches understood their task in- 
clude the relating the Gospel the world which they lived. 

(2) confess with shame, however, that the Reformed witness 
the world, while never completely obscured, has tended fade and 
diminish both its content and its passion. have been con- 
tent judge the world, condemn it, deny it, and thus virtually 
stand aloof and remain apart from it. have embraced 
personal pietism, good itself, but too often isolated from and 
insulated against the world which live. have developed 
ethical morality bordering legalism which knows how denounce 
and how frown but unskilled and inept restoring healing. 
have projected the Christian hope into the future make 
other-worldly wrong and misguided way. have become 
fearful secularism both outside and inside the Church that 
have lost our vision service and the world. 

The baleful result our dimmed vision that longer really 
know the world, and the world for its part longer pays heed 
looks for such situation neither the Church’s judg- 
ment upon the world nor its message redemption for the world 
can trenchant creative. 

(3) affirm our need this hour recapture the Reformed 
understanding the relation Gospel and Church the world. 
The secular world readily criticize and eagerly pontificate 
against precisely the arena which the struggle faith and doubt, 
including the Church’s and the Christian’s faith and doubt, takes 
place. are loyal our heritage, and are take 
seriously the Lord who was the servant all, then must learn 
anew the world what means called his servants. 

This will require serious and diligent effort not only 
expose and condemn the evils and ailments the world but, what 
more difficult for most us, welcome every evidence and contribu- 
tion for good which the world offers. the world has little say 
about forgiveness and reconciliation, can nevertheless teach 
something, for example, through contemporary painting, fiction, and 
drama, about modern man’s sense meaninglessness and his wistful 
quest for meaning. only participate through suffering 
service the agony the world’s doubt and disillusionment that 
can declare the Gospel God’s good news Jesus Christ. 

(4) believe that deepened sense Christian service the 
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part the servant-people the Servant-Lord needed today 
order combat and overcome certain false but insidious idols our 
midst. see Christian service, for example, the most construc- 
tive way encounter the current craze for security. The concept 
service government, education, the professions, business, 
industry, and science often lost sight the scramble for pensions, 
tenure, preferment, and financial security. 

Christian service, believe, needs affirmed the redeeming 
corrective over against contemporary despair and the meaninglessness 
life. Young people today, are told, have heroes. Life for 
many drab and without purpose horizon. Few volunteer for 
cause that demands much but offers little tangible rewards. 

see Christian service rebuke all who would use religion 
the Church for their own purposes, the proof piety were 
prosperity whether this world’s goods peace mind. “To 
worship the Lord the beauty holiness” must not corrupted 
into pharisaism, formalism, sectarianism. serve the Lord and 
not ourselves, nor our ecclesiastical institutions, nor our doctrines, 
nor our forms and liturgies—this the primary imperative laid upon 
servant-people who would faithful their Servant-Lord. 

(5) declare emphatically and contritely, however, that 
not stand over against the false idols the world those who alone 
are righteous without stain and blemish. the contrary, 
confess that the distortions our world affect and infect individ- 
ually Christians and corporately Churches. 

The world Christians and Christian Churches not sepa- 
rate, spiritual realm safely inoculated against the diseases another, 
earthy world. may indeed pretend that this so, which case 
the world ignores us, either because remove ourselves far from 
it, because rightly senses that too are deeply involved the 
very aberrations condemn. The life the Christian and the 
mission the Church cannot fulfilled line parallel the 
world but which never intersects penetrates that sphere. ‘This 
why our contemporary revival interest religion must issue 
responsible witness and service. 

understand it, responsible religion mere humanitarian- 
ism, romantic idealism, patronizing social welfare. the 
Reformed Faith, the summons service the world directly and 
initially related our reconciliation through the redemptive Word 
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the Lord. who calls through his love and compassion; 
who sends forth forgiven sinners serve the world for 
which humbled himself. Just because are not our own, just 
because the power and the promise are his, just because the Master 
who suffering servant calls not master but serve, can and 
must live the world with exalted gaiety and jubilant conviction, 
humble our own efforts but confident his almighty power 
seek and save. 

Whatever others may may not doing, the Reformed 
Faith stand under the special mandate our tradition and the re- 
demptive example the Servant-Lord. must sure the 
Gospel God’s love for man Jesus Christ who took upon himself 
the form servant; must sure the Church the servant- 
people and the instrument the Divine Glory; and must sure 
what means for Gospel and Church work the world. 


Honor John Mackay 


HIS special issue Topay dedicated the 

founder this journal and the Chairman its Editorial Coun- 

cil. John Mackay celebrated his seventieth birthday 
May 17, 1959, and shortly thereafter retired President Princeton 
Theological Seminary. has seemed the Editor and few 
associates, therefore, highly appropriate time publish these 
pages kind Festschrift which would both honor Dr. Mackay and 
the same time etch high relief for our reading constituency some 
the abiding insights and emphases which have marked his long and 
creative career thinker and Churchman. 

Let two things said once. First, already intimated, this 
special number owes its inception and structure few members 
the editorial staff. Dr. Mackay was first definitely opposed the 
idea, not wanting any personal eulogy parade polite birthday 
wishes journal devoted theological thinking. Persisting fur- 
ther, length received reluctant permission proceed condi- 
tion that whatever was printed deal more with the principles than 
with the person. should without saying, then, that this number 
not Dr. Mackay’s idea, and most the material has been smuggled 
the Editor while the Chairman’s eyes were averted. 
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The second thing say that this not memorial farewell, 
still less editorial obituary. Readers will 
reassured learn that Dr. Mackay not giving his connection 
with the review. the near future, announcement will made 
certain changes and plans long contemplated for our journal, but 
are happy that the meantime Dr. Mackay has consented continue 
his supervision Chairman the Editorial Council. Indeed, 
may expected that now that educational and administrative pres- 
sures have been released, more and more articles and editorials will 
carried under the name the one honor now. 


When Topay first appeared April, 1944, listed 
certain which over the years have guided our editorial policy. 
more accurate description could found the basic convictions 
Dr. Mackay’s own thinking and writing. himself formulated 
them, and they bear repeating this connection. The review, 
was stated our first issue, was established: contribute the 
restoration theology the world today the supreme science, 
which both religion and culture stand need for their renewal; 
study the central realities Christian faith and life, and set 
forth their meaning clear and appropriate language; explore 
afresh the truths which were rediscovered the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, especially the tradition usually called Reformed, and show 
their relevancy the contemporary problems Church and society; 
provide organ which Christians whose faith rooted the 
revelation God the Bible and Jesus Christ, and who are 
engaged different spheres intellectual activity, may combine 
their insights into the life man the light God, with view 
interpreting our human situation and developing Christian philos- 
ophy 

will obvious what follows how certain these accents are 
repeated the articles related to, but not specifically dealing with, 
John Mackay’s life and work behalf Christ and the Church. 


Editorial for this issue, are printing statement drawn 
small committee preparation for the Eighteenth General 
Council the Alliance Reformed Churches, meeting Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, during the summer 1959. Dr. Mackay was member 
this committee and some the sections the statement, notably 
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regarding the Church, are taken almost verbatim from some his 
previous writings the subject. out-going President the 
Alliance, has repeatedly urged Reformed Churchmen the inter- 
relations Gospel, Church, and World. Following the theme 
the Brazil conference, ““The Servant Lord and His Servant People,” 
this unofficial theological statement attempts relate the Reformed 
faith the world today. addition the Editor, who assumed 
responsibility drafting the document, mention should made 
assistance given two others, Justin Vander Kolk the New Bruns- 
wick Theological Seminary the Reformed Church America and 
Allen Miller Eden Theological Seminary the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. 


our devotional item are republishing from Volume VII, 
Number (October, 1950, pp. 299-300) short piece from Dr. 
Mackay’s pen entitled, Moving this character- 
istic and prophetic utterance, originally addressed graduating 
divinity students, noted that unique dimension 
the Christian religion.” Several times the advice given move 
beyond wherever happen the time. surely 
could not have been thinking the time writing, the title and 
substance this article well sum Dr. Mackay’s outlook his own 
future. Moving beyond certain boundaries set retirement pol- 
icies, already looking forward new frontiers mind and 
spirit. 


Our first major article Henry Van Dusen “Christian 
Missions and Christian Unity.” The two great controlling concerns 
John Mackay’s view Churchmanship are expressed this title. 
his own well-known definition: the science the 
Church Universal, conceived world missionary community, its 
nature, its mission, its relations, and its strategy.” recent years, 
however, the relation between mission and unity has not always been 
clear. Dr. Van Dusen outlines the history and something the 
theological considerations involved discussions about the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council and the World Council Churches. 
shows their successive stages independence, association, and pro- 
spective integration. Beyond that notes Dr. Mackay’s determina- 
tive influence this recent history and how the issues were invariably 
theological and never merely ecclesiastical. 
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one better qualified write this chapter ecumenical 
history than Henry Van Dusen, the President Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, and long-time friend and associate John 
Mackay. ‘The two names together many connections: 
tish educational background, ecumenics, theological education, mis- 
sions, Presbyterianism, and more boards, agencies, and committees 
than could numbered. Along with deep and mutually esteemed 
friendship, there have also been differences. This Dr. Van Dusen 
neatly epitomizes suggesting that has been conservative liberal 
while Dr. Mackay has been liberal conservative. 


Concern for the Church this ecumenical era has been most 
creative when has also been deeply rooted what 
kind theology? Nels Ferré our next article makes impressive 
case for what calls ‘This, notes, the 
“opposite and also characteristic not only 
the Reformed tradition but the theological thinking John 
Mackay. “Dynamic Centralism” neither biblicism nor rational- 
ism, neither objectivism nor existentialism, neither creedalism nor 
individualism. such oppositions but with positive accents, the 
author describes what regards the method, the meaning, and 
the mission theological position grounded the Reformation 
and relevant for the contemporary situation. 

Nels Ferré Abbot Professor Christian Theology the 
Andover Newton Theological School, Newton Centre, Mass. 
the author many books, the most recent his series basic 
doctrines being Christ and the Christian (1957). Dr. Ferré 
charter member the Editorial Council Topay. 


One the distinguishing trademarks about Dr. Mackay’s thinking 
the Church and Christian theology has been his association since 
post-graduate days with things Spanish, Iberian, Hispanic, and Latin 
American. This has not been for him mere excursion off the 
highway more important pursuits but integral part his own 
pilgrimage. His Celtic background found affinity with the Hispanic 
soul, and result has become knowledgeable interpreter 
between North and South America. Dr. Mackay has announced his 
desire, now that retirement from educational responsibilities makes 


possible further research and writing projects, pick once more 
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certain threads Hispanic life and thought first articulated for him 
Miguel Unamuno. his unusual and authoritative article 
“Hispanic Culture and Christian Alberto Rembao indi- 
cates some points convergence where the Spanish soul and Christian 
conviction meet and intermingle. Among other things, the author 
suggests strain Reformation thinking Spanish Catholicity 
which has been neglected, and this history Dr. Mackay intends 
pursue further studies. 

Alberto Rembao Mexican-born author and journalist, the 
Director the Spanish language periodical, Nueva Democracia, 
published 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. has taught many 
colleges and seminaries throughout the world and has written books 
both English and Spanish. also serves Research Consultant 
the Committee Latin America the Division 
Foreign Missions, National Council Churches. 


has sometimes been said our generation that prophetic figures 
our midst tend theologically right and socially and politically 
left center. the case John Mackay some his most notable, 
controversial, and (possibly) enduring utterances have been the 
area social and political criticism. well-known that the now 
historic Letter Presbyterians, which authored, was the most 
outspoken and influential religious blast against the McCarthy sena- 
torial hearings. His views China have also created stir, especially 
among conservative Church people. his incisive discussion this 
prophetic instinct and timing, Paul Lehmann contributes impor- 
tant and searching essay this special number, and one that re- 
minds our journal’s Life Man the Light 
God.” 

Paul Lehmann was associated with Dr. Mackay during the years 
when was Professor Applied Christianity Princeton Seminary. 
Since going Harvard Divinity School, they have kept their friend- 
ship good repair—partly perhaps while disagreeing some things 
they both agree the relation and the sequence faith and life, 
evangel and ethic. 


Through the years Dr. Mackay has not only written enviable 
number books and articles but has also been the forefront 
various publishing ventures, believing passionately the persuasive 
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power the written well the spoken word. Leonard Trinterud 
was many these projects with Dr. Mackay from the time when 
undergraduate Princeton Seminary established the cam- 
pus Book Store his later editorship and revival The Westminster 
Press. his brief but illuminating article, Professor Trinterud 
recounts some these experiences, giving Dr. Mackay major credit 
for vision, support, and encouragement. 

Leonard Trinterud Professor Church History the 
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Ill. the author 
The Forming American Tradition (1949) and serves Associate 
Editor Topay. 


The “Thesaurus” speaks for itself, rather for the one this issue 
honors. distinguished group persons, named and identified, 
tell something their personal friendship professional associa- 
tion with John Mackay intimate and sometimes revealing words. 
The Editor pleads guilty having arranged for this section without 
Dr. Mackay’s knowledge approval. But some felt, and the 
result confirms our hope, that this sort testimony would beyond 
personal flattery underscoring truths and principles characteristic 
our age and personified the life and thinking Dr. Mackay. 
Though little tardy, would present these tributes now many 
symbolic candles this literary birthday cake with the wish for many 
happy returns the pages this journal which patently bears the 
imprint John Mackay. 


KEEP MOVING BEYOND 


EYONDNESS unique dimension the Christian religion. 

All the great Bible figures from Abraham Saint Paui, the 

men are called emulate, were ever moving beyond. 

They were not static contemplatives; they were not complacent 

Pharisees. soared, they ran, they walked. pilgrims, way- 

farers, crusaders, they were always seeking city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker 

Let us, like them, keep moving beyond. Let keep moving be- 
yond the attainments today. Whatever have gained our 
lifetime knowledge, experience, distinction, let all serve 
for fresh beginning. ‘The Voice says: Lift your eyes and your 
hearts and move beyond. Strive not Pharisees. Pharisees 
thought they had arrived. They thought that they had it, worse 
still, that they were it. With reason our Lord said his disciples, 
“Except your righteousness shall exceed,” that is, shall beyond, 
“the righteousness the scribes and Pharisees, you shall wise 
enter into the Kingdom 

Truth demands that keep moving beyond. shall have 
move fast and far, would keep abreast truth. This partic- 
ularly so, where Christian truth concerned. For Christian truth 
not much something that have something that has us. The 
badge for display but banner unfurled and followed. 
grasp that for which Jesus Christ the Truth has grasped will our 
task life-time. The prize his high calling lies ever beyond. 
And remember, mere individual effort not enough. Christian 
can reach the man” alone. The “measure the stature 
the fulness Christ” can only attained when the whole family 
faith moves forward together. 

equally important that keep moving also beyond the 
boundaries tomorrow. Boundaries all need. Frontiers, clearly 
marked, are the condition our work. have our parishes, our 
institutions, our several spheres action. God says this us: Put 
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the accent eternity everything you do. willing forever 
every place where you go. But never let the local become the 
total. let the recurring duties each day hide from you the 
tasks which lie beyond the round.” Pass beyond the obliga- 
tion the first mile into the privilege and freedom the second. 
Think the folk beyond your boundaries; live with the far horizon 
concern for those all the earth, and Christ’s great Church espe- 
cially, for whom you have official responsibility. Make their cause 
your cause, their struggles your struggles. 

And move beyond the frontiers our task, let also move 
beyond the frontiers our denomination. brother, sister, 
thank God for your Church. Acquaint yourself lovingly with its 
history and traditions. But willing slough off whatever it, 
you, the flesh, has outgrown its value. Make your 
business look everything the light Christ and test every- 
thing the service Then make the heritage exam- 
ined and tested your Church’s contribution Christ’s great Church 
beyond. 

“But when,” you ask, “shall stop moving the end 
the Road. And then you will stop only begin again. And 
where will you rest? Only God. Rest his calm who ever 
moving beyond, who working still. Let his peace yours, that 
peace which like river, God’s holy peace which fulfilled 
action. For the river, ever moving beyond from the uplands the 
sea, peace, because its bed made. must your bed too 
made, the perfect will God. not anxious, therefore, about 
tomorrow you move out “in the Lord”; think and act 
also the the peace God shall garrison your hearts 
all the way the journey’s end—and beyond. 


or 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND CHRISTIAN 
UNITY 


greatest task Christian statesmanship our time 
give concrete fulfillment what implicit this associa- 
tion [of the International Missionary Council and the World 

Council Churches] such way that everything that meant 

the mission the Church and everything that meant the unity 

the Church shall conserved and 

was expected that the man who held the post Chairman 
the first the two Councils mentioned above and who served 
the Central Committee the other should have large voice the 
determination that was means inevitable 
that his voice should speak with wisdom that his influence should 
decisive. But careful examination John Mackay’s speeches 
and writings over the past decade reveals that here, with many 
other central issues for the Christian Church our day, his mind 
did fact perform the role foreseeing and forecasting 
developments both thought and action which should and did take 
place. More than that; while notoriously difficult identify 
decisive factors complex historical evolutions, especially the 
perspective their immediate aftermath, shall hazard the judgment 
that history will discover that one crucial point least his influence 
was conclusive. 


From the earliest informal conversations the explor- 
ing the possibility and desirability creating world Christian body 
officially representative the Churches, the relationship such 
body the Christian World Mission and its agency, the International 
Missionary Council, was the forefront attention.’ 

This was inevitable, for other reason light the solid fact 


This and the following paragraphs draw upon article, Council and IMC—One 
Two Organizations?” the National Council Outlook, February, 1957, pp. ff. 
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history which universally recognized that the modern ecumenical 
development almost every one its many and varied phases had its 
origin within the missionary enterprise within the life its chil- 
dren, the Younger Christian Churches. The Edinburgh World 
Missionary Conference 1910 led the emergence not only the 
International Missionary Council its direct outcome but hardly 
less indirect result the Faith and Order Movement, one the 
parents the World Council Churches. influence prepar- 
ing the way for the other parent, the Life and Work Movement, was 
almost great. truism that Christian missions have been both 
the precursor and the progenitor Christian unity. 

Concern for the right relationship these two major expressions 
ecumenicity was earliest and strongest among those whose initial 
loyalty was missions. concern has been twofold—on the one 
hand, that the effort for Christian unity embodied the World 
Council should informed the vision, dynamic, and commitment 
Christian missions its heart; and the other hand, that the 
world mission represented the International Missionary Council 
should not crowded into the background the newer and more 
officially ecclesiastical World Council Churches. 

From the first projection the World Council, measures were 
devised assure the fullest possible communication between and 
collaboration the two bodies. Joint Committee was formed 
with John Mott its first Chairman further regular consulta- 
tion between the two Councils. One the senior secretaries the 
International Missionary Council, William Paton, was appointed 
serve also the first Associate General Secretary the World Coun- 
cil order that the closest association the two bodies might 
assured through this personal link. intervention World War 
retarded the functioning the Joint Committee, and the untimely 
death Dr. Paton removed the personal embodiment the in- 
tended collaboration. 

With the end the War, however, there began sequence 
specific steps which over the past fifteen years have drawn the two 
Councils into ever more intimate, more manifold and more significant 
important note that every one these steps 
was taken, not deference some priori conception, but direct 
response demands arising from the discharge concrete and urgent 


responsibilities. 
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1946, two years before the World Council formally came into 
being, the manifest need for organ guide and speak for the 
entire world Christian movement the international scene led the 
two bodies join creating the Commission the Churches 
International Affairs which has served them both with 
ever-enlarging influence and effectiveness through the past decade. 

the time the First Assembly the World Council Amster- 
dam 1948, both bodies voted formal and modified 
their official titles read: WORLD COUNCIL 
CHURCHES association with THE INTERNATIONAL MIS- 
SIONARY COUNCIL,” and the obverse. 

consultation Bangkok 1949, the two councils created 
Joint East Asia Secretariat represent them both relationships 
Churches and missions throughout that vast sub-continent. 

the Willingen Assembly the IMC 1952, the World Coun- 
cil’s Division Inter-Church Aid was authorized act for both 
administering relief and emergency inter-church aid Asia and 
Africa. the area ICA’s operations has broadened embrace 
the whole world and the scope its activities extended from 
relief continuing inter-church service, the interest and 
participation the IMC ICA have increased, with appropriate 
enlargement representation its direction. 

the Second Assembly the WCC Evanston 1954, the 
research and study programs the two Councils were completely 
unified single Division Studies serve them both. 

Evanston, the Joint Committee the WCC and IMC was re- 
constituted and enlarged, and was provided with full-time secre- 
tary the person Norman Goodall. the same time, this 
Committee was charged, among other duties, “to study the advan- 
tages, disadvantages, and implications full integration the In- 
ternational Missionary Council and the World Council Churches.” 

These are among the considerations which led the Joint Com- 
mittee its meeting 1956 recommend its parent bodies that 
the time had arrived for fresh consideration this question and 
request permission, which was granted both Councils, prepare 
draft plan for possible year later, presenting 
such Draft Plan, first the Central Committee the WCC New 
Haven and then the Assembly the IMC Ghana, the Joint 
Committee went important step farther posing the basic query. 
“Should the two world bodies become integrated into single 
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organism?” then recorded its own affirmative answer that 
question. 

This the proposal which presently under study and referendum 
the member-churches the World Council and the constituent 
councils the IMC. Indications are that will receive sufficiently 
overwhelming endorsement the memberships both Councils 
assure its adoption, and that the projected Council will 
actually come into existence the end 1961. 


was during the immediate post-Amsterdam period that John 
Mackay began make his voice heard and his influence felt guid- 
ing the way forward the interpretation mission and unity and 
the developing relationships the two world Christian 

This does not imply that had been wholly absent from earlier 
ecumenical developments. the contrary, had been im- 
portant leader and Chairman one the five Sections the Ox- 
ford Conference “Church, Community, and State” 1937. 
was who coined the phrase, tautological but provocative, the 
Church the which came identified the watch- 
word that Conference. The phrase occurred the preparatory 
paper which wrote for the Section was chair, although 
found place the formal findings except echoed the 
first duty the Church, and its greatest service 
the world, that very deed the Church.” 

The second issue Topay had opened with lead 
editorial, which does not require the familiar initials M.” 
identify its author, under the caption “Let the Church Live the 
After discussing political and cultural frontiers, came 
finally the missionary Frontier: ““That where the ultimate prob- 
lems the Christian Church are today. Knowing what is, sure 
its faith, radiating its light, the Christian Church must deal with 
the supreme question adequate missionary approach the 
world. Basic any such approach Christian unity. The 
unity the Christian Church Thus Christian 


interesting note that the massive and comprehensive History the Ecumeni- 
cal Movement: 1517-1948 (edited Ruth Rouse and Stephen Neill) there single refer- 
ence Dr. Mackay, connection with the Oxford Conference 1937; and Richey 
Hogg’s Ecumenical Foundations, tracing the history the International Missionary Council, 
only three references. 

Vol. No. pp. 149, 150. 
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unity was for him, the first instance, requirement for more 
worthy and effective Christian mission. 

the very eve the first Assembly the World Council 
Churches about convene Amsterdam the summer 1948, 
the Editor Topay returned the theme. Theo- 
logical Foreword Ecumenical Gatherings,” taking note power- 
ful impulses toward Christian unity which the birth the World 
Council was the most notable evidence, set forth certain “foundation 
truths” for sound unity among Christians. climactic point was 
captioned: Goal Ecumenicity Evangelical Catholicity.” 
declared, evangelical catholicity, fellowship, rather than any 
form organization the manifestation ultimate ecumeni- 
cal concluded with characteristically and 
evangelical challenge: Church Jesus Christ must pil- 
grim Church, whose discovery and proclamation Christ must lead 
live the missionary Especially the light its 
timing, this statement must recognized voicing warning, 
not misgiving, regarding the organizational developments culmi- 
nating the World Council. 


year before Amsterdam, Dr. Mackay had been elected Chair- 
man the International Missionary Council. year after Amster- 
dam, succeeded John Mott Chairman the Joint Com- 
mittee the IMC and the now appears have set 
himself with new earnestness think out the right relationships 
between Christian missions and Christian unity and between the 
two Councils. the outset, this took the form firm and reso- 
lute insistence upon redefinition, more comprehensive definition, 
the key-term 

Friends and admirers John Mackay have long recognized the 
crucial role which certain phrases come hold foci and then 
verbal symbols his deepest convictions and regnant concerns. 
They ring refrains through his speech and serve motifs his 
message. One thinks the contrast between road” and 
balcony” his earlier writings, the insistence upon the 
Church” forever moving toward little later his 
thinking, and, most recently, his reclamation and elaboration 

THEOLOGY July, 1948, pp. 149, 150. 


surprising that the Official Report the Amsterdam Assembly indicates report 
from the Joint Committee. 
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“the Servant” category. Similar his reflection upon 
Another lead editorial Topay (April 1952) took. 
its theme “Ecumenical: the Word and the Concept.” After treating 
briefly the classical and original meaning the term denoting 
“that which affects men everywhere throughout the globe,” its fa- 
miliar Christian usage refer seven ancient councils the 
undivided Curch,” its recovery modern times give the name 
Ecumenical Missionary Conference” New York 1900, its 
rejection connection with the Edinburgh Missionary Conference 
ten years later, and its absence from the Stockholm, Lausanne, and 
Jerusalem findings, declares: “It was the Oxford Conference 
1937 that the word reappeared significant context.” This 
was the Report one its Commissions. Since Dr. Mackay was 
its Chairman and since has returned often quote from and 
underscore its importance, may assumed that was the ini- 
tiator this statement and perhaps the author its text. There 
“ecumenical” set contrast “international.” (The world 
Christian body with which himself was mainly associated was 
termed “The Christian Church becoming truly 
ecumenical. The missionary movement the past 
has made the bounds the Christian community co-extensive with 
the inhabited Clearly, this was attempt identify 
with the Christian world mission, although the Report 
went add, “The term ‘ecumenical’ refers the expression 
within history the given unity the Church.” 

During the years between Oxford 1937 and Amsterdam 1948, the 
word had come associated almost altogether with 
the movement for Christian unity and especially with its expression 
the World Council Churches. There evidence that this evo- 
lution usage troubled Dr. Mackay deeply. However, words and 
their use are significant principally symbols great realities. 
this case, the realities were the two mighty developments which have 
given distinction classical non-Roman Christianity the modern 
period, namely, Christian missions and Christian unity. time 
cried for clearer definition their inherent characters and, more 
important, for sharper delineation their proper relationships. 
This was attempted full-dress consideration the meeting 
the Central Committee the World Council, three years after Am- 
sterdam, Rolle August, 1951. that discussion and the 


Quoted Topay, July, 1954, 257. 
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formulation its conclusions, Dr. Mackay took vigorous, deter- 
mined, and effective part. fact that has referred repeat- 
edly addresses and articles the years since suggests the impor- 
tance which held his own mind. This one the specific 
occasions which his advocacy and his insistence were majorly in- 
fluential upon the historic development. 

The upshot the Rolle discussions was one the World Coun- 
cil’s major pronouncements Calling the Church Mis- 
sion and Unity.” The sentences which Dr. Mackay has most often 
quoted reveal his conviction the heart the matter: 


would especially draw attention the recent confusion the 
use the word “ecumenical.” important insist that this 
word, which comes from the Greek word for the whole inhabited 
earth, properly used describe everything that relates the whole 
task the whole Church bring the Gospel the whole world. 
It, therefore, covers equally the missionary movement and the move- 
ment towards unity, and must not used describe the latter 
contradistinction the 


One suspects that the prohibition the last sentence especially 
represents the contention for which Dr. Mackay felt particular con- 
cern. Indeed this clear from his own interpretation the Rolle 
declaration. Ecumenical Movement, truly understood, can- 
when the Christian Churches, recognizing their essential unity 
Christ, begin give this unity missionary expression that the 
problem unity will susceptible receiving Christian solu- 
tion.” perhaps not without significance that his frequent ex- 
positions the Rolle statement omit all reference one its 
climactic sections. Discussing “Implications for the Future Struc- 
ture and Relationship the IMC and the WCC,” which was then 
defined the query put: “Should ‘association’ now 
give place new and much closer relationship?” evi- 
dence that Dr. Mackay had this point thought his way through 
affirmative answer that question. 


matters stood when the Central Committee the World Coun- 
cil assembled for its next meeting, this time Lucknow, India, over 


Minules and Reports the Central Committee, Rolle, 1951, 65. 
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Christmas-tide 1952. Dr. Mackay went Lucknow member 
the Central Committee. But that meeting was preceded 
East Asia Study Conference, two-thirds whose membership 
sixty were drawn from some eleven Asian countries. considered, 
among other matters, the issues mission and unity the context 
the Rolle document. Dr. Mackay was attendance, though for 
the most part silent the Asian delegates were encouraged lead 
and direct discussion. 

one after another them spoke, sometimes with intense ear- 
nestness bordering passion, usually with marked ability and wis- 
dom, always from profound dedication Christ and his worldwide 
Church, declaring the anachronism two parallel organizations rep- 
resenting that world movement which should one, pleading that 
this anomaly resolved the union the IMC and the WCC, one 
witnessed something which may not unfairly described 
version” taking place the thought one the senior and most 
influential Christian statesmen listened intently. Finally, 
the closing moments, John Mackay arose declare his conviction 
that the day had come when the two Councils should joined and 
that immediate steps should initiated bring their union pass. 

have earlier hazarded the judgment that, one crucial point 
least, Dr. Mackay’s influence was conclusive. least one those 
present Lucknow left those meetings confident that the merger 
the IMC and the WCC was now assured. view the towering 
stature the Chairman the IMC, his preéminent leadership 
the missionary movement, and his powers advocacy and persuasion 
when once fully convinced the rightness course action 
obedience God’s purpose, other outcome was conceivable. 


That expectation was have its fulfillment the Ghana Assem- 
bly the IMC five years later. Draft Plan for the full 
the World Council Churces and the International 
Missionary Council, prepared the Joint Committee the two 
bodies, was receive decisive consideration. was genera recog- 
nized that the action the Ghana Assembly would determine the 
fate the issue. continuing member the Joint Committee, 
although since Evanston longer its Chairman, Dr. Mackay had 
had important hand shaping the proposals. The Introduction 
the Draft Plan embodied his conviction: 


( 
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The question Why should two world bodies, the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council and the World Council Churches, be- 
come integrated into single organism? ‘The answer this. 
basic and long-forgotten truth being rediscovered our time, 
which might stated thus: the the Church and the mission 
the Church both belong, equal degree, the essence the 
Church. the Christian Churches would very truth the 
Church, they must carry the Gospel into all the world. ‘They must 
also strive achieve the unity all those throughout the world for 
whom Jesus Christ Lord. truth has already become mani- 
fest the life both world bodies. has led them into association 
with each other and now obliges them further. exist 
help the Churches witness the wholeness the Gospel and 
must, therefore, seek express that wholeness their own life. 


When the Plan came before the Ghana Assembly, Dr. Mackay was 
the Chair. But when Charles Ranson, who was have spoken 
behalf the IMC, was suddenly called London his 
wife’s death, fell Dr. Mackay substitute for him. clear 
and categorical phrases, uttered with characteristic feeling and elo- 
quence, described how the development events conjunction 
with reflection upon the unfolding the Divine purpose had led 
him the conclusion that the day had come for the interdependence 
Christian mission and Christian unity find expression through 
single world Christian body. The overwhelming majority the 
Assembly followed their Chairman’s lead this conviction. This 
was the culmination Dr. Mackay’s determinative role what 
himself had singled out greatest task Christian statesman- 
ship our time.” 


This paper has sought sketch outline what many believe 
one the epochal developments the history the Christian 
Church—the progressive drawing together the two most pregnant 
and powerful impulses within that Church the modern period, 
the movement world mission and the movement for Christian 
unity, ayd the projected unification the organizational agents 
those into single ecumenical Christian body. has 
focussed the services one man. But the latter has signifi- 
cance, believe, beyond his role this specific development. 
the part has played there disclosed something the genius and 
greatness the man. 
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almost habitual liberty John Mackay conclude 
address essay with final personal word, what once called 
personal That postscript always, another his 
favorite words, writer may permitted the same 
license. 

has been good fortune know John Mackay for almost 
thirty years. Through most those three decades have been 
close associates, constant collaborators, and devoted friends—in the 
enterprise theological education, the missionary interests 
American Presbyterianism, the world outreach the Church, 
the advance Christian unity, and the far more intimate as- 
sociations group fellowship, theological, missionary, and ecumeni- 
cal. have heard him speak hundreds times diverse themes 
and the most testing circumstances. have read his books, arti- 
cles, and essays. Three things about the man have impressed 
above all others. 

First all, his utter integrity. Never, under any circumstance, 
whatever the pressures temptations the occasion, has spoken 
other than his own deeply-held conviction, clear, undiluted, direct; 
and action has always matched profession. 

Second, that speech and action have been unfailingly forward- 
looking and forward-reaching, that say, truly prophetic. Some- 
times when have been asked how two, from such contrasted 
backgrounds and allegiances, differed yet almost always discovered 
ourselves moving shoulder-to-shoulder, have said that John Mackay 
was “liberal while was “conservative liberal.” 
But often the labels could have been reversed. any event, time 
and again, been far advance vision, radical originality, 
resolute courage. has been prophet because has taken 
with utmost personal obedience his own favorite figures—the pilgrim 
pilgrim thought and life, moving ever toward the new) and 
the frontier (with high expectancy, with openness and eagerness 
unafraid). 

Lastly, uncompromising dedication. Surely, that the final word. 

has been privilege know with some intimacy almost all 
the others who have had major roles these developments. Com- 
parison would odious. can but testify that, among them all, 
there other whom reverence flows more spontaneously 
and gratefully; there none whom would rather claim Chris- 
tian comrade, fellow-pilgrim, through time and for eternity. 
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YNAMIC Centralism the opposite fence-sitting. 
living not the boundary line faith but its citadel. 
Dynamic Centralism never the safe mediating position 
confession but the daring center conviction. who accept 
this stance abhor all partial, polemic views that—when taken their 
own logical extreme—lead absurdity. Instead, Dynamic Central- 
ism offers extreme where the more seriously and fully 
the truth pursued, the more positively had for the world. 
doctrine cannot followed its logical extreme without ab- 
surdity, then obviously the way points leads away from the truth 
and those who walk should turn around find instead the ex- 
treme middle which never leads dead end. 

Dynamic Centralism has been deliberately chosen indicative 
John Mackay’s theological position because represents the thrust 
both his personality and his leadership. has always advocated 
the unifying reality the full Gospel Jesus Christ. For has 
therefore stood for Reformed theology its best intention. Affec- 
tion and esteem long standing and increasing with the years, both 
personally for the man and professionally for his multi-ranged Chris- 
tian leadership, express themselves most naturally the appreciation 
and acceptance Dynamic Centralism the glory the Reformed 
tradition. After many years following Dr. Mackay’s writings and 
hearing him speak, believe that this article heads toward the 
heart both his own understanding the Christian faith and 
Reformed theology. article written also with the awareness 
our critical need for positive, unifying Christian faith. 

The description Dynamic Centralism divides itself quite natu- 
rally under three headings: the method, the meaning, and the mis- 
sion Christian theology. several respects, seems me, the 
Reformed tradition position spearhead truly ecumenical 
theology along these lines. 
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Dynamic Centralism neither biblicism nor based human 
reason. rather the heart the Biblical message fulfilling hu- 
man reason. ‘The heart the Biblical message God and “God’s 
has come Christ and ever orders all things 
accordance with Christ. The method Dynamic Centralism the 
interpreting the Bible Christ. Christ the God love come 
holy, unconditional, universal. fulfills human reason 
for the truth God, for whom are made. fulfills hu- 
man reason convicting the sin that darkens human counsel. 
fulfills human reason offering the forgiveness God and 
the enabling grace which lets bear see our sin, dare repent, 
and become bold receive Christ newness life. Being 
Christ and seeing with the eyes faith, receive founded con- 
viction God creator, judge, forgiver, and fulfiller human life. 
Life’s lack meaning, its guilt and fear death, meet him who 
alone can fully master them for us. 

But the heart the Bible also fulfills human reason freeing 
for open inquiry. one-level literalism Biblical inspiration shuts 
out critical investigation. the other hand, one-level view 
truth centered human knowledge-in-general robs the Bible 
its rightful authority God’s final revelation himself. two-level 
view inspiration, however, finds the Christ the Bible the con- 
clusive context revelation and man’s general experience the 
Bible the content experience that given there order 
interpreted vicariously for the light and love Christ. Here 
lies the theological authority, the method which 
applies not only the written word, but also man’s ongoing ex- 
perience and knowledge that need continually interpreted, 
judged, and saved the Bible God’s living speech every age. 
both the Bible and human history, therefore, fallible human 
experience and knowledge meet the Infallible Word. ‘This method 
Dynamic Centralism avoids both literalistic fanaticism, factually 
erroneous and divisive, and liberal vagueness, lacking power and 
broadly false. John Mackay has correctly interpreted the best the 
Reformed tradition having steered down this middle the chan- 
nel methodological power. 

Dynamic Centralism, moreover, neither all objectivism nor en- 
tire existentialism. rather the consummating wedding these 
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fully compatible partners. Long ago Augustine insisted that there 
could full click conviction until the witness within agreed 
with the witness without. Calvin’s majestic objectivity Biblical 
credentials was well matched the existentialism him that balked 
saying creeds, desiring sing them instead. Barth and Brunner 
thunder objectivity; but how strong, the same time, not their 
existential Dr. Mackay similarly displays magnificent Bibli- 
cal objectivity his exposition the Epistle the Ephesians, but 
here everywhere his writings the truth known not the 
balcony” but the heat and dust the Eternal 
Hope, right that Barth has veered too much toward unbend- 
ing objectivism that makes for arbitrariness and irrelevance while 
Bultmann has collapsed Christianity into impotent existentialism. 
Mackay, any case, has been witness the Dynamic Centralism 
that cuts right between Barth and Bultmann make available both 
sides the heart the Biblical message the pulsating power for 
theological method. 

Dynamic Centralism, furthermore, neither creedalism nor indi- 
vidualistic confession. over against both these; historic 
confession made personal. The Reformed tradition has had both 
its strength and its weakness its use creeds. such use has 
avoided vague Biblicism and amorphous experientialism. But 
its use has also tended freeze the past and prevent confes- 
sional creativity. Gospel has thus become soldered fast 
creeds historic conditions fallible nature. Both Britain 
and this country Reformed leaders have agonized over the prob- 
lem rethinking the Westminster Confession. The pains com- 
mittees appointed for the task, the vexation envisaged others 
not that far advanced toward creedal reconstruction, witness elo- 
quently the prohibitive cost creedal confinement. 

Few leaders the Reformed tradition, however, have been more 
determined than John Mackay stress the need for personal par- 
ticipation the historic faith. Calvin felt the determinative need 
for “internal revelation,” for the witness the Spirit within Chris- 
tian experience. Barth and Brunner never tire fighting externally 
binding ‘The method Dynamic Centralism points 
the way considering the creeds creative formulations faith, 
expressing the historic witness the Church, now needed perhaps 
never before Christian history, but never laying down legislation 
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the content the Gospel, imprisoning the Word, 
ing the rightful place personal freedom. God gave the Gospel 
personally Christ because respected our freedom. Authentic 
faith cannot forced. Creedalism kills faith. But creeds Dy- 
namic Centralism are the historic witness the continuity the 
faith over against all personal vagaries and confusion and therefore 
assist the historic faith become personal both the individual 
members the Church and the Church the living body 
Christ. 


Just the method Dynamic Centralism steers down the extreme 
middle theological power, even its message carried the tur- 
bulent center the narrow channel saving truth. Dynamic Cen- 
tralism neither supernaturalism nor naturalism. the Gospel 
the incarnate Son God. 

Supernaturalism good word much abused. When taken 
mean God-centered Gospel which deals with creation and history 
the light eternity, the term certainly characterizes the Gospel. 
But supernaturalism has unfortunately become connected linguisti- 
cally with dead orthodoxies based external revelation-isms. 
uralism, the other hand, denies the Biblical view God the 
Creator, Lord, and Saviour the world. will have none the 
personal God who ground and goal both creation and history. 
Supernaturalism seldom connects organically with human need and 
forces faith flee from reason, while naturalism tries blow 
horizontal transcendence into Christian authority. The decisive is- 
sue for Christian faith today, any case, the reality and nature 
God. Classical Christian faith based the Biblical message that 
God actually living, the supreme source and standard purpose 
for the world and human life, and the final Judge and Saviour 
human life and history. This personal God, the God the New 
Testament, the personal Spirit who holy, universal love, the mid- 
point Christian faith for against which all decisions are ulti- 
mately made. 

Contemporary supernaturalism all too often has spatial, an- 
thropomorphic view God, dependent upon outworn cosmol- 
ogy. Contemporary naturalism, the other hand, has God who 
acts with personal purpose Providence, who answers prayers, 
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raises the dead. Dynamic Centralism starts with neither pole but 
with Christ history, and finds new ways formulating transcend- 
ence. ‘Transcendence should reformulated the thought forms 
and terminology spirit and love. When this done, the natu- 
contemporary thought, whether the old reductionistic natu- 
ralism scientism the more sophisticated naturalism existen- 
tialist modernity, seen for what is: mystique, incredible 
faith, denying the facts (1) that the history creation the history 
revelation, reaching its summit meaning and power Christ, 
(2) that present potential for personal historic attainment based 
reality undergirding possibility, and (3) that the peak cosmic 
and historic processes points through Christ and his purpose God’s 
ending for them terms which alone the ends life are authen- 
tically known and appropriated. Dynamic Centralism proclaims 
message faith but knows and can give reason for its hope! 

Dynamic Centralism, consequently, teaches neither predestination 
nor human freedom central, but God’s sovereign election man- 
kind Jesus Christ. Obviously there are right uses both pre- 
destination and freedom. But definitive stress predestination 
makes for philosophic predictability that, takes God’s sov- 
ereign love seriously, can slip away from the awesomeness the 
holiness God and the fearsome decisiveness human choice into 
easy-going universalism, while dominant stress human free- 
dom can stray from the supremacy the freedom God win his 
world and have neither his calling nor his grace frustrated but 
both permanently fulfilled. God’s election proclaims the fact that 
the sovereign initiative God both eternity and time includes 
man’s measure authentic freedom within the eternal supremacy 
the grace God find and choose God’s way rather than his 
own. Dynamic Centralism refuses sell short either the sovereignty 
God’s love the free responsibility man salvation. There 
reason that within the Reformed tradition Calvinism has not 
been cancelled, but consecrated, development along these lines 
the theologies Barth, Brunner, and Farmer—all Reformed 
theologians. 

Central Dynamism staying clear the logical extreme both 
supernaturalism and naturalism, both predestination and free- 
dom, can thereby formulate orthodox Christology. will have 
none Jesus God human body, denying his humanity, nor 
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will endure humanistic Jesus, denying his deity. knows Jesus 
Christ, the man Nazareth, Son God, Son Man, Saviour. 
Jesus the right relation between God and man being himself 
both God and man one true, historic personality. God, the per- 
sonal Spirit who holy love, was fully present the personality 
Jesus, was the genuine, natural humanity historic person. 
God made man that could not fulfilled until Himself 
constituted the center man’s very being. Man’s hollow, restless 
self becomes fulfilled only the regulative, consummating presence 
God. Jesus Christ such relation was conclusively established 
once for all. him, therefore, God made the way forgiveness 
and fulfillment for all. God declared Jesus Christ his Son 
raising him from the dead, and offering him victory over 
law, sin, and death. When the purpose God and the nature 
man are understod aright, Chalcedon seen true both cosmologi- 
cally and anthropologically. have Jesus Christ, the dy- 
namic symbiosis God and man, without separateness merger, 
the authentic personality which alone man’s saving, transforming, 
and fulfilling relation God. 


The method and message Dynamic Centralism move with 
Gospel power the mission God’s people. This mission nei- 
ther evangelism, the one hand, nor education, the other. 
rather involves evangelism decision and conversion, and education 
leading and feeding. Right relation God demands decision. 
Man cannot grow vegetable-like into salvation. Even man’s reason 
religion more decisional than informational. like being 
ferris wheel where can get off only the appropriate time. 
Decisions count and are costly. is, therefore, substitute 
for dynamic evangelism. But evangelism’s content thin and in- 
effective apart from education. People need led the light 
and the light. Then they need fed the bread life and 
the meat the Gospel. Decision changes the way; growth walks 
the way. Evangelism for freeing the self within the forgiveness 
God, for redirecting life away from frustration and into fulfill- 
ment; education the evangelism the mind, the appropriation 
the good news the Gospel newness life. 

The mission offered Dynamic Centralism neither the saving 
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individual souls nor the reformation society but rather the 
championing the best stress both. The Reformed tradition 
has been utterly serious about the individual standing personally 
before God judgment and salvation. Besides, from Calvin on, 
strong use has been made the Reformed tradition the “third 
use the law,” illumine and perfect life after regeneration. This 
tradition, all the way John Mackay, has demanded encounter 
and responsibile decision before God. Such stress, however, has 
been within powerful understanding the Church the Cove- 
nant. Thomas Torrance has reminded us, according Calvin 
God present his Church, not behind larva dei (masks) 
Luther, but vera facies, with true appearance. Thus personal 
encounter should never apart from the need for communal con- 
frontation. Whether salvation sanctification, then, the Re- 
formed tradition insists the personal relation God both indi- 
vidually and communally. 

And yet, what theological tradition has done more than the Re- 
formed emphasize that Christ also King creation? What 
position can point more authentically history itself back its 
claim? Dakin his Calvinism not overstating the case when 
shows that social and political transformation have come most ef- 
fectively countries where the Reformed tradition has been domi- 
nant. The mission Dynamic Centralism accepts this twofold 
stress both the personal and the social. The realm redemp- 
tion is, course, peculiarly subject the will God Christ and 
open it, but the people God have also covenanted the 
light, the salt, and the leaven the world. They must illumine 
social and political issues the light the Life 
Man the Light God,” the motto THEoLocy Topay goes— 
but they must also live salt preserve all that good society 
and yeast leaven the rest with the influence Christ’s love. 

Dynamic Centralism, furthermore, takes the depth-central position 
with regard Christian missions, field which Dr. Mackay over 
the years has given large portion his leadership. Dynamic 
Centralism cannot fall prey the kind anthropological ingroup- 
ism which Ruth Benedict’s charge against all absolutes religion. 
cannot claim that God has revealed himself Christianity ex- 
clusively, remembering with St. Paul that the Gentiles also worship 
the same God, “for God one.” Nor can Dynamic Centralism rest 
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content with any rationalistic essentialism which the name the 
unity truth would claim that the goal all religions the true 
God. knows, rather, that all religions and theologies, including 
the Christian, are attributable fearful measure man’s faith- 
lessness and pride, that they are fact large part attempts pro- 
tection from God even escape from him. point away from 
God acute angle rather than straight toward him. But neither 
are they wholly relative, the other hand, though man did not 
most basically need God and seek him even though fears him and 
flees from him. Religious relativism forgets that the place 
man’s deepest need, all worship the same God, for God one. 
Which way then does Dynamic Centralism offer for Christian mis- 
chooses Christ the living Way all religions. Christ 
God’s ever faithful, universal love must smash the center all 
man-made human-grown religions, including large measure 
theologies called When religions are smashed their 
center, their ideas and practices float free and can incorporated 
organically, according the wisest continuity, into ever fresh and 
free reformulation the Gospel. Historic and contemporary, home 
and foreign, religious and cultural designations disappear the hot 
melting pot the living Gospel God’s universal love. All pass 
through the fire Christ, the living truth, consumed, cleansed, 
and tempered into the strong structure the Christian Gospel while 


also made flexible, the finest steel, for religious and cultural 


relevance. 

What matters mostly the new age God’s universal will and 
way mankind’s universal fulfillment within his concerned and 
creative community. Old things have passed away and all things 
have become new within new context the living God. Both 
imperialism and accommodationism lie impotent the face the 
extreme middle Dynamic Centralism where all men are guilty 
under common judgment and can saved only common 
Gospel, God’s universal love Christ, convicting all and convert- 
ing all. Dynamic Centralism knows that Christian missions witness 
inevitably the reality the Christian Gospel. 

Certainly the choice theology was never more decisive than now. 
Not only may the continuation civilization depend more than 
know whether not mankind takes the way faith the way 
death, but that faith must also the right kind that cannot only 
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preserve but release and enhance life. Dynamic Centralism does not 
freeze the past dead orthodoxies nor does forfeit the past 
short-lived modernisms. Instead worships the living God who 
came holy, universal love Christ, the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 

have have age faith. Only living God, the sovereign 
Lord who saving love, can let dare repent and reform. 
need unimaginably greater view God. need far more 
daring and comprehensive understanding his will and way for us. 
such courageous growth must open. And open can be, 
for when know the God Christ know that whatever theology 
learn, true theology must put the service perfect trust 
well authentic truth and can summarized its dynamic cen- 
ter three words: “God that calls you; 
will also it!” 


HISPANIC CULTURE AND CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 


what man makes with nature, the light and presence 
Other. which religion, not man made, the 
extra-human Given, from outside and from above. this relation 
culture and faith, the former represents the historical while the 
latter predicates the eternal. But culture comes from cultus, and 
cultus expression faith. culture springs from religion. 
Homo religiosus anterior homo sapiens. the priority faith 
postulated, any basic approach culture has through reli- 
gion. the manner André Malraux, “There never was great 
civilization that was not religious or, least, animated the sense 
the sacred and deep earnestness conjoin the ephemeral with 
the Societies and men live and die and for their beliefs. 
“Where there vision the people With Christopher 
Dawson may say, “Every great historic culture, viewed from 
within through the eyes its members, represents theogamy, 
coming together the divine and the human within the limits 
sacred tradition.” 

the particular case Hispanic culture, all the above principles 
are both present and potent. Hispanic culture the social function 
the Spanish people whose vital blood linguistic rather than eth- 
nic. this sense the Hispanic people violate the rules race, for 
they are spiritual race, inasmuch their most human essence 
language, and language the most spiritual achievement the 
human species earth. 

One should look anew the traditional approach Hispanic 
culture terms “race.” The argument runs the that 
due the presence the Moors for eight centuries, Spain became 
miscegenated product, and even African one. the dictum 
has that Africa begins the Pyrenees. matter fact, the 
things the spirit, for instance language, are not affected the 
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biology their situation, nor the color the skin the speakers 
the language question. 


From their national beginnings one thousand years ago, the 
Spaniards have been frontiersmen, inhabitants borderland which 
the end civilization; and they have always manifested their ut- 
most vitality the frontier. Federico Onis maintains that 
destiny the Hispanic culture being decided today more 
Buenos Aires and Mexico City than Madrid itself, because 
centrifugal culture that reveals the best elements its character 
the extreme points its periphery.” this view the American 
Continent the new frontier Hispanic culture. Spain has been 
superseded New Spain. Iberia has become American. But the 
concept frontier remains the same, because transhistoric 
fact, value above the laws transitoriness and change. Hence 
have the characterization the Spaniard the perpetual frontiers- 
man, the one who lives the extreme the land (Extremadura, 
the Extreme, was the man’s land between Spaniard and Moor), 
living and dying the dynamic urge appropriate the beyond 
unto himself. That urge created nation warriors and con- 
querors, the one side, and mystics and saints the other. 

The physical frontier, sublimated into psychical motive, trans- 
valuates itself into fantasy and dream. Don Quixote leads the way 
into the realm dreamland with his windmills-become-giants and 
his kitchen-maids-turned-princesses. Now the call the Beyond be- 
comes praxis and the Hispanic élan transcend the human and 
beyond the possible, forever the search unity that would 
conciliate the insoluble extremes the human quote 
again from Onis. For his part, Américo Castro, The Struc- 
ture Hispanic History, brings focus the metaphysical bent 
the Hispanic idiosyncrasy which translates itself into heroic, and 
rational, attitudes before the eternal realities that cause the con- 
temporary existentialists shudder and tremble, when Death and 
Nothingness triumph, with the erstwhile hard fact immortality 
reduced nebulous hope. Not with the typical Spaniard, be- 
cause man immunized from fear (curado espanto). Castro 
avers that man who lives (desviviéndose). 
Avila would die because she does not die (Que muero porque 
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muero). And the true Hispanic would effect 
people—un pueblo endiosado, enthused, God-filled. 

The readers Topay are familiar with the theologi- 
cal application the concept “frontier,” transplanted into 
Anglo-American culture the illustrious founder this journal! 
John Mackay perhaps better than anybody else this country 
has comprehended the Spanish soul, and has appropriated its best 
elements order better explain “The Life Man the Light 
God.” The Hispanic frontiersman the spirit seems have 
taken flesh American life the expounder that theology that 
finds the locus the Oekumene not the councils the Church- 
men but the evangelical Extremadura, the borderland 
Christendom, where the Gospel being preached those who 
not know Christ. When one thinks transculturation, the name 
the founder Topay comes mind, for his labors 
the past forty years among and behalf Spanish folk and 
for his dispensation life’s experience among them, amidst the 
“Americans the North.” One thinks Mackay’s first book, The 
Other Spanish Christ, with its peerless interpretation faith and 
culture the cisatlantic lands Don Quixote and Sor Juana Inés 
Cruz. 

that volume, the Spanish contradiction examined: when 
Christianity arrives, Spain does not become Christian, but rather, 
Christianity becomes Spanish. Quite true, but not negative 
sense. One could affirm, from the other side the coin, that Chris- 
tianity had become Spanish, view the Hispanic circumstance 
and character that admit via media that problems must 
solved terms “all nothing.” The fact that Spain took 
Christianity heart, without changing her heart. The Christ 
the Gospels had surrender the Conquistador and the Crusader 
embryo. 

The same process seems appear any pagan land which “ac- 
cepts” the Christ our devotion. The sociological phenomenon 
the appearance new religion the same, but Spain took 
exaggerated form. After all, Christianity religion mundo 
and such conditioned world,” this instance, the Span- 
ish land and the Spanish soul. present everybody recognizes 
that ideal Christianity derived from the Scriptures and nurtured 


The Other Spanish Christ: Study the Spiritual History Spain and South America, 
SCM, London, 1931; Macmillan, New York, 1932; Spanish edition, Mexico, 1952. 
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the Holy Spirit impossible even among the best Christian 
nations. Again, Spain all Europe during the Middle 
Ages, the term represents the whole community, re- 
gardless its qualifications lack thereof deserve the title. 


frontier culture, even the Hispanic one, could become the 
most appropriate vehicle frontier religion, even the modern 
way intimated Mackay. For, after all, the “Christian Faith” 
our title refers the faith which, however precariously, pertains 
Roman Catholics and Protestants alike. needless say that 
parochialism burden hard shake off and these lines the 
connotation and the bias the term “Christian” leans times heav- 
ily the Protestant side. Perhaps better times are around the theo- 
logical corner now that Karl Barth writes prologues for such books 
Rechtfertigung: die Lehre Karl Barths und eine katholische Besin- 
nung, the Swiss Roman Catholic, Father Hans Kiing. that 
book, the author comes the conclusion that the Barthian theory 
justification faith coincides every point with Roman Cath- 
olic teaching the same subject. 

But there are better examples the Hispanic reality the eternal 
presence the common denominator which makes the invisible 
Church sancta. Primitive Spanish Christianity has worthy 
historical record both member the ecumenical brotherhood 
and (mirabile dictu) unique example the liberal spirit, speci- 
men wholesome tolerance, absent elsewhere the time, the 
Castilian king who could boast that under him three religions” 
(Christian, Moslem, and Hebrew) marched together sisters pay 
him homage his birthday! course previous that, one has 
mention the period the Gothic dynasty during which, until the 
conversion Recaredo Catholicism the end the sixth cen- 
tury, the Arian heresy was openly sustained. But according tra- 
dition, long before the fall Rome, the apostle James had brought 
the Gospel the Peninsula. 325 A.D. the Church was well 
organized Spain that Nicaea, the Council was presided over 
Hosius, Bishop Bishop Avila, be- 
headed heretic Treves order the Emperor Maximus, 
estantism, for the Bishop undertook the exegetical analysis the 
New Testament the basis the open reading and interpretation 
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the texts. The Spanish Church the Council Toledo (589 
A.D.) established the principle procession the Holy Spirit,” 
adding the Filioque the Nicene Creed. 

There much said about this pre-Reformation presence 
free Christianity Spain; more “Protestantism” meant 
the spirit freedom which born obedience and discipleship 
(John 31-32). André Siegfried made that point his famous 
answer Henri Daniel-Rops the French Academy, the effect 
that Church scandals the fifteenth century were not the true 
cause the [Reformation] schism, because the true protest was not 
directed against the corrupted Church the Borgias, but rather— 
which the more serious—the protest was against the very concept 
Church whose authority proceeded from transmitted delega- 
tion. reality, the course those obscure and brilliant cen- 
turies, which the Church played such important can 
said that there was always, latent way, virtual Protestant- 
ism.” Siegfried refers, course, the spirit inquiry and criti- 
cism prevalent especially towards the thirteenth century, when dis- 
cussion and dissent were permitted provided that the thought would 
not beyond the limits dogma. Such position would raise the 
question even today whether the notion Protestantism purely 
Anglo-Saxon development should not revised, even the light 
contemporary Ecumenics, for the historic record shows that its 
beginnings the Reformation was also Hispanic movement. 


the middle the sixteenth century the ideas Erasmus and 
Luther had already crossed the Pyrenees. The principles justi- 
fication faith had infiltrated the sermons and teachings 
ecclesiastic worthies even the stature the Primate Spain, 
Archbishop Toledo, Bartolomé Carranza, who one his com- 
mentaries the Christian catechism declared that “faith without 
works dead thing not because works give life faith but because 
they are certain sign that faith alive.” course, Carranza was 
sentenced for being suspected heresy, nursed with 
the milk the bad doctrine Luther, Melanchthon and Oecolam- 
padius.” One reads further on, from Catholic source, that “all 
the prisoners the Inquisition Valladolid, Seville, and Toledo 
were persons well qualified [that is, persons authority, merit, and 
respect]. shall not mention their names not stain the 
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honor their forebears and the nobility the sundry illustrious 
families that were infected with the poison. And just they were 
qualified, their number was such that there had been delay 
two three months putting stop the evil [the Inquisition], 
persuaded, all Spain would have been inflamed them.” 

Regular weekly prayer and preaching meetings were being held 
during the Inquisition the homes leading citizens Valladolid 
and Seville, led eminent scholars and ecclesiastics, such as, Dr. 
Constantino Ponce Fuente, once Confessor the Emperor, 
and Don Agustin Cazalla, and Don Carlos Seso, not mention 
the wholesale conversion Protestantism the Jeronimite convent 
San Isidro del Campo, just outside Seville. Women played 
important the enterprise, among them the most distinguished 
Isabel Baena whose home gathered “all the faithful 
hear the Word God.” movement was exterminated with 
the seizure more than 800 believers and the subsequent autos 
Valladolid and Seville (1559), together with the flight into exile 
Switzerland and Germany good number Protestants. 
Among these were the future translators the New Testament and 
the whole Bible into Spanish, Francisco Enzinas, Casiodoro 
Reina, and Cipriano Valera. 

today and Spain itself, the Protestant spirit inevitable 
ingredient the Spanish life and Roman Catholic ideology. 
Theology there undergoing internal changes that are traceable 
the catalysis Protestantism. the whole Hispanic world 
today, one feels the presence the spirit Miguel Unamuno 
(with whom, the way, John Mackay studied his post-graduate 
days), whose works were put the Index Expurgatorius for the 
heterodoxy his views. The customary approach among Una- 
muno’s disciples well among his critics has been refer his 
thought that Kierkegaard, especially the light “Del senti- 
miento tragico (The Tragic Sense Life) which 
reminds one the philosophy anguish, and rightly so. But 
among Spanish thinkers the great Dane evaluated for the most 
part incorrectly. One forgets that Kierkegaard was thorough Lu- 
theran whose aim was liberate Luther from the conceptual jail 
the established Church his day. Unamuno Kierkegaardian 
ipso facto Lutheran, the Catholic Church has rightly discov- 


Illescas, Historia pontifical, tomo II, 451 Burgos 1578, cited 
Reforma Spanish version Adam Sosa. 
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ered. But besides Unamuno’s there are the moment other in- 
fluences that are conditioning Roman Catholic theology several 
ways. ‘There has been real infiltration Protestant thought 
the old Church. Details this phenomenon are found book 
the eminent Catholic thinker José Luis Aranguren, entitled, 
Protestantismo catolicismo como formas existencia (Madrid, 
may perhaps this connection mention the fact that 
last year New York City alone some half dozen doctoral disserta- 
tions were being written Roman Catholics the philosophy 
Paul Tillich. 


Coming now what could called cisatlantic Spain, that is, 
the Latin American world, the question culture and faith takes 
meanings that must described unique. One could dwell 
extenso the presence Protestant community that according 
the latest estimates already has passed the eight million mark. 
sociological fact, the creation religious community some 
three million members the course two generations sup- 
posedly Roman Catholic country like Brazil surely unique. 
course, the origins the Reformed community back the very 
same sixteenth century, when the Protestant version the Gospel 
was preached Hispanic America British pirates and ship- 
wrecked Huguenots. example John Hawkins (the Spaniards 
called him may suffice. Hawkins engaged the Spanish 
fleet off Veracruz and lost September 23, 1568. his ships but 
one were sunk and the future Admiral had leave one hundred 
his men the Tampico shore. That these pirates were militant 
Protestants there doubt, for before long had spread among 
the villages and towns New Spain propaganda Lutheranism 
which must stopped soon possible, order prevent the 
natives the land becoming infected with the doctrine: disease 
that the king wanted avoid all means possible.” 

today Protestantism Latin America has ceased 
insignificant minority, vegetating under the shade the missionary 
tree. century Hispanic Protestantism had demonstrated 
that possible for heterodoxy coexist with orthodoxy, and vice 
versa when orthodoxy, now the Roman Catholic establishment, has 
come recognize the inevitability the Reformed faith the midst 
common culture. 


ALSO AMONG THE PROPHETS 


phrase was first used, believe, the first king Israel. 
was evoked certain popular surprise the king’s un- 
expectedly ecstatic behavior and certain ambiguity sur- 
rounding both the royal stature and authentic prophecy. The 
prophetic movement was destined the providence God for 
steadier and humanly more sensitive level divine inspiration and 
service than that which had been previously identified with cultic 
and collective frenzy. And for the royal stature, Israel’s first king 
had learn the difference between ecstatic and authentic prophecy 
the hard way; his people, perhaps along even harder and more 
protracted twisting and turning their human events.” 
Unlike Saul, the son Kish, John Mackay has not astonished 
his contemporaries his responsiveness divine ecstasy. Unlike 
Saul, first king Israel, knows the peril well the power 
this ecstasy. But with Saul, with John Mackay, his contem- 
poraries have been puzzled his royal stature and have miscalcu- 
lated his prophetic integrity. regards the life God’s people 
the world and regards the bearing God’s people the times 
which they are called live, John Mackay has few any peers. 
Like Saul—and these are measured words—he stands head and shoul- 
ders above his contemporaries. But what remained with Saul 
matter bodily proportion has become with Dr. Mackay, without 
conspicuously towering physique, peerless confidence divine 
sovereignty, passion for righteousness, obedience Jesus Christ, 
imaginative and unflagging dedication the mission and unity 
the Church the world. Except for specific call prophetic 
vocation—which cannot claimed for Dr. Mackay, nor would 
claim for himself—are there any other basic ingredients authen- 
tic prophecy? 
Saul also among the prophets?” Sam. 10: the tenth 
century B.C., the question carried something the flavor what 
The New Yorker from time time notes its “raised eyebrows 
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department.” The question concealed miscalculation about the 
prophetic movement. Its tenth century complexion was not only 
not its enduring face; seemed scarcely suited the emerging office 
kingship. John Mackay among the the 
twentieth century A.D., the question reveals miscalculation about 
the prophetic character his ministry. appropriate, there- 
fore, that connection with the tribute 
Dr. Mackay and his many-sided and magnificent vocational achieve- 
ment, some attempt should made overtake oversight 
some appraisal the sense which John Mackay num- 
bered among the prophets.” 

Perhaps such appraisal might take the form commentary 
upon the proposition that the royal stature John Mackay the 
Church and the society his time rooted the prophetic context 
and the prophetic substance his life and work minister 
Jesus Christ. 


CONTEXT 


must admitted that the associations which come most readily 
mind when thinking about the life and work Dr. Mackay are 
apostolic rather than prophetic. There are least three reasons 
for this. first may regarded vocational, the second 
personal, the third historical. But taken together, these reasons 
help explain the obscuring the prophetic thrust Dr. Mackay’s 
ministry and the same time point its prophetic context. 


(1) John Mackay has been and first, last, and always Christian 
missionary. carrying the Gospel Christ the ends 
the earth has been and his specific calling and concern and, owing 
the mandate and pattern those first commissioned Jesus 
himself, this apostolic vocation and concern. well known, 
this vocation which prompted Mackay leave his native Scot- 
land for South America. was this same sense vocation which 
took him from the mission field into executive responsibility for mis- 
sionary policy and from there into the presidency the Theological 
Seminary Princeton. often admitted, the administrative 
tasks were temperamentally uncongenial him and had borne 
kind burdensome confinement. Yet the conspicuous mission- 
ary focus and ethos Princeton Seminary provided Dr. Mackay not 
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only with creative compensations line with his apostolic calling 
but also with significant occasions for the shaping and the sharpening 
his own missionary zeal and purpose and through him the mis- 
sionary sensitivity and responsibility the Church. 

What, might wondered, has the exercise this obviously 
apostolic calling with prophetic Christianity? The answer 
not the one too ready-to-hand and too easy give: that the apostolic 
message and mandate are according the Bible and the teaching 
the Church always also prophetic and (to 
recall the title one Dr. Mackay’s earlier and most compelling 
books). ‘True such answer is, too traditional, too conven- 
tional for the royal stature Mackay’s own missionary vision and 
passion. Princeton, taught “Missions” under the rubric 
and became the originator the technical significance 
the term and scope scientific theological disci- 
pline. His basic course was always crowded. Many 
the students attendance were headed towards the mission field. 
But whether missionaries-to-be candidates for some other 
ministry the Church the world, Mackay’s listeners had their 
sights lifted and their dedication both informed and enkindled 
the substantive and extensive dimensions the Christian mission 
Mackay expounded them. 

The impression could scarcely escaped that the ecumenical di- 
mensions the apostolic vocation shaped Dr. Mackay were the 
natural, even inevitable consequence the intimate link between 
Christian preaching and Christian teaching which had marked his 
missionary activity from the first. meant and means 
for Dr. Christianity through the Church belongs 
every part the inhabited earth and that the whole the world’s 
life redemptively penetrated and shaped Christian faith. 
Such vision and passion mean that the apostolic vocation cre- 
atively and responsively exercised prophetic context, surely 
the prophetic vision and passion mean that earth shall full 
the knowledge the Lord the waters cover the (Isa. 11: 9). 
put another way, the science ecumenics was the discipline 
through which Dr. Mackay insisted upon and analyzed the prophetic 
context the apostolic vocation and the apostolic character the 
Christian Church. 
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(2) The personal reason for the apparent over-shadowing pro- 
phetic apostolic associations when thinking about the life and 
work Dr. Mackay may derived from considerations tempera- 
ment and early religious training. frequently his 
Celtic blood and his attendance lad still below his teens upon 
preaching services days end and marked the ceremony the 
the table” preparation for the Sacrament the Lord’s 
Supper. The blood was not quickly kindled into flaming power, 
but once aroused its zeal was not easily brooked, nor were its lofty 
purposes easily stayed lowered. His indefatigable and astonish- 
ingly faithful attendance upon interminable conferences and com- 
mittee meetings may have been prepared for the marathon-like 
continuum Word and Sacrament the Scottish Highlands 
sometimes jocularly suggests. But more likely that those High- 
land services bore down and upon him with the overpowering 
worthiness the divine claim upon single human life and the 
exalting liberation commitment Jesus Christ. 

However this may be, religious ardor, religious decision, and the 
surrendered human soul came for him naturally intrinsic 
authentic Christian living beyond debate. Basically con- 
sidered, they are beyond debate. But world being increasingly 
industrialized, urbanized, and organized (and the context Amer- 
ican Christianity too long and too stubbornly the grip pietistic 
fundamentalism), was not easy see how the axiomatic significance 
emotion, decision, and the individual soul could with- 
out obscurantist distortion. The missionary movement itself, hav- 
ing expansively thrived upon these affirmations, seemed not only 
render them foolproof against critical modification but also forge 
unbreakable bond between apostolic 
istic Christianity. 

What, might wondered, has the exercise apostolic call- 
ing one suited temperament and nurture such under- 
standing the Gospel and its ethos with prophetic Christianity? 
Once again the answer provided the ministry John Mackay. 
Speaking for myself, the answer came slowly. used ever and 
again declare that was not worried about religious fanaticism 
which, his view, could more readily brought book than 
could “cold and sterile intellectualism.” always seemed 
that there was really little choose between them and that the com- 
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parison concealed autobiographical achievement which could 
not generalized. was this achievement which made what 
seemed others like giving hostages fortune seem Dr. Mackay 
belong sensitive and responsible stewardship the ministry 
reconciliation. was not necessary that this stewardship should 
have been exercised without mistakes judgment policy. Nor 
was necessary yield the too vigilant and too readily extended 
overtures those possessed but not according knowledge,” 
the too impatient and too readily offered strictures those who 
like myself had always guard against the attempt 
the kingdom heaven What gradually became appar- 
ent, and retrospective appraisal becomes trenchantly plain, that 
John Mackay was really about other business. royal stature 
carried him beyond the limits within which his youthful tempera- 
ment and nurture would have confined him and above the hazards 
the right and the left which reason such beginnings 
lesser men would have succumbed. 

John Mackay brought his stewardship the ministry recon- 
ciliation rare combination apostolic ardor and purpose with mes- 
sianic intelligence. messianic intelligence mind shaped and 
sharpened Biblical sense proportion and the fitness 
things. Biblical sense proportion and the fitness things 
sense for the historical substance and context the intrinsically 
human. messianic intelligence one which discerns that ardor 
must chastened complexity, analysis involvement, and deci- 
sions the steadfastness transcendent loyalty. Such intelli- 
gence knows almost intuitive immediacy what amidst the en- 
tanglements circumstance and change the authentically human 
and when the time hand for the authentically human ham- 
mered out and hammered into being. put another way, 
messianic intelligence mind work singularly informed and 
singly focussed upon the prophetic context the apostolic vocation 
and the apostolic character the Christian Church. 


(3) There also historical reason for the apparent overshadow- 
ing prophetic apostolic associations when thinking about the 
life and work Dr. Mackay. This may understood with refer- 
ence the creative response the Church, particularly the 
United States, the social situation which found itself. That 
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response was directly inspired the prophets the Old Testament 
and laid stress upon those aspects the teaching Jesus which em- 
phasized the Kingdom God kingdom righteousness, justice, 
and brotherhood. architect this American “Social Gospel” 
was Walter Rauschenbusch whose Christianity and the Social Crisis 
and Theology for the Social Gospel marked the original, urgent, 
and idealistic phase the movement. The disillusionment follow- 
ing upen the first World War and the increasing tempo and power 
American industrialization chastened what seemed the uto- 
pian elements the early social gospel and tried channel its pro- 
phetic thrust into soberer grip upon the recalcitrant character 
social life and power and profounder grasp the resources 
judgment and renewal provided Christian faith. The principal 
architect this phase American social Christianity was Reinhold 
Niebuhr. cannot claimed that this movement was character- 
istic American Christianity whole, which was more widely 
and tenaciously dominated sterile alliance social conserva- 
tism pietistic-fundamentalistic individualism. However, can 
scarcely denied that, exaggerations and errors notwithstanding, 
was the social gospel America which was the bearer the pro- 
phetic impulse and ethos Christianity and faithfulness life 
the Kingdom God which Jesus’ own criterion measured 
the forward not the backward look. 

this whole story, the name and work John Mackay does not 
seem part. was contrast location and vocation 
missionary the old school and religious individualist along fa- 
miliar and obsolescent lines. What, might rightly wondered, 
has the exercise apostolic calling such remove from the pas- 
sion and purpose social righteousness with prophetic Chris- 
tianity? Again, the answer given the ministry John Mackay. 
Motivated was evangelistic purpose and patterned according 
evangelistic tradition and practice, Dr. Mackay’s ministry was 
nevertheless steadily marked deliberate concern 
bility for the whole life man the world. perhaps not ac- 
cidental that his Latin American career began under the auspices 
the rather than Church Mission Board and that before 
was interrupted had taken Professorship Philosophy 
the University Lima, Peru. say “interrupted” rather than 
minated” because Hispanic culture both its original Spanish and 
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its Latin American forms has remained central his deepest in- 
terests and high upon his list concerns resumed now that 
has moved beyond the responsibilities seminary presidency. 
And achievement his distinguished career better attests his 
royal stature than the fact that although not native Hispanic cul- 
ture (it acknowledged those best position know), that 
Dr. Mackay has mastered the culture with marked excellence 
have become one its most reliable interpreters and respected 
critics. ‘Thus may suggested that Dr. Mackay was giving ex- 
pression the Latin American scene strikingly parallel concerns 
being expressed the formative leaders social Christianity 
North America. Divergent cultural and social situations must not 
allowed obscure the important common sensitivity and sense 
responsibility. What was stake was the claim the Gospel 
Jesus Christ upon the ethos and environment human creativity. 
And this the prophetic context the apostolic proclamation and 
commission. 

But there further achievement noted connection with 
this historical situation. Shifting his base operations from Latin 
America North America, the thrust and context his ministry 
remained the same. The polarities altered, but the aim and the 
issue were identical. and gave way “Church 
and world” interpreting the task and the terms the Christian 
mission and spelling out the consequences authentic per- 
sonal commitment and loyalty Jesus Christ. Whether the ex- 
hortation with which chose each graduation day accompany 
the granting degrees was for him deliberate expression the 
prophetic context his apostolic vocation, not know. But 
whether deliberate not, cannot overlooked that this what 
pointed and pointed up. use this right teach,” would 
say, bring every thought into captivity the obedience 
Jesus was this obedience which broke through for John 
Mackay the petrifying confines obscurantist and individualistic 
evangelical fervor. was this obedience which preserved him from 
the utopianism and the programmatic exhaustion social Christian- 
ity. was this obedience which made impossible for him be- 
come ecclesiarch and gave him prophetic voice with prophetic 
power the Presbyterian and the ecumenical Church the two 
middle quarters the twentieth century. 
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SUBSTANCE 


The prophetic context the life and work John Mackay both 
occasion and consequence the prophetic substance his ministry. 
The present attempt some appraisal his royal stature may take 
note three unmistakable and characteristic aspects this prophetic 
substance: his confidence the sovereignty God, his passion for 
righteousness, his power imagination. The order comment 
will reverse the order importance. 


(1) “Luminous” word the use which was particularly 
drawn. And John Mackay master the luminous image. 
were the prophets before him. William Blake’s epigrammatic re- 
mark about the necessity finding the creative image central any 
given epoch the life man order rightly understand and 
interpret became axiom Dr. Mackay’s own analytical and 
interpretative work. And point his overcrowded life does 
the messianic fabric his mind become more forcefully evident 
than the power his imagination. His images were not always 
Biblical form, for example, the “balcony and the road” which 
one has been able forget since Preface Christian Theology 
gave public currency; with the contrast between the “up- 
lifted Cross and the “recumbent Buddha Bangkok” 
terms which his listeners were drawn, though they were imme- 
diately involved, into the intensifying struggle between Christianity 
and the renascent non-Christian faiths the Orient; with the 
two religious mystics who shared with him the birth-year 1889 and 
terms whose errands and end his concluding reminiscences 
Princeton allowed brief and moving glimpse into his own spiritual 
self-understanding. was Sadhu Sundar Singh, the Lord’s 
business, obeying the final summons unknown, unmarked grave 
high the Himalayas. And there was Adolf Hitler, the Devil’s 
business, dying his own hand flaming dungeon his own 
contriving embattled and demolished Berlin. 

But not always Biblical form, the images Dr. Mackay were 
always Biblical, and indeed, mainly prophetic substance and in- 
tent. Jeremiah’s vision the almond tree juxtaposed the boiling 
pot could transposed into “God’s Springtime” which “there 
both grace and judgment, fragrance and To- 
pay, April, 1957, pp. 94-95) and the light which the toil and 
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trouble our time are shorn their power deprive per- 
spective, purpose, and hope. From Isaiah’s vision the Great 
Assize came Mackay’s insistence upon reasonableness international 
politics and (contrary many his contemporaries high places 
Church and State) upon negotiation, politics, not weakness 
but strength April, 1954, pp. 
Deutero-Isaiah’s vision the Servant Yahweh came not only the 
creative image which informed the Eighteenth General Council 
the World Alliance Reformed Churches, meeting August, 1959, 
Paulo, Brazil, but also Mackay’s insistence upon the servant- 
character the Church the only sound and certain way break 
out the present ecumenical impasse Faith and Order. Indeed, 
review Dr. Mackay’s published books and articles produces one 
image piled upon another, and altogether with single prophetic 
intent: set out, the rubric Topay puts it, “The 
Life Man the Light God.” 


(2) One cannot really separate the passion for righteousness from 
Dr. Mackay’s confidence the sovereignty God. They are two 
sides the same coin. Yet indicative the prophetic thrust 
and substance his ministry that during the last decade should 
again and again have spoken out upon matters man’s humanity 
man: justice and righteousness, freedom and order, his- 
tory and destiny. did the prophets before him, had endure 
the bitter contumely fierce mistrust and attack those who 
shared different, not faithless, view “man’s disorder and God’s 
most conspicuous instances are perhaps his nearly 
decade-old public advocacy the recognition the government 
the United States the facto government China and the 
admission the People’s Republic China into the membership 
the United Nations (see his letter The New York Times, Au- 
gust 28, 1950). equal importance was Letter Presbyterians 
(October 21, 1953) which turned the tide public hysteria, mis- 
trust, and slander against their principal fomenter, the late Senator 
Joseph McCarthy Wisconsin April, 1954, pp. 
document the General Council the Pres- 
byterian Church the United States America, the Letter was 
chiefly the work Dr. Mackay. one watched him live through 
this time great confusion and great peril nation whose mis- 
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sion the world was, Mackay emphatically believed (see Religion 
and Government, THEOLOGY July, 1952, pp. justice 
and righteousness, freedom and order, one could observe the restless 
preoccupation his messianic intelligence with the unavoidable 
responsibility hearing and speaking God’s word for this particular 
human crisis and exactly the right time, which meant the obedient 
time. 

may that distance has dimmed what would have been con- 
temporaneously clear. But seemed that John Mackay had man- 
aged during those fateful days what the Old Testament prophets 
did not always achieve, namely, the miracle obedient timing. 
However things may have stood this score with Amos, Hosea, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the rest, there can doubt that John 
Mackay’s conspicuous sense timing was born mere Aber- 
donian shrewdness but his own persistent and often sleepless 
wrestling with the Lord God Almighty over the “meaning this 
and over God’s time-sense the times man’s life. 
profoundly symptomatic the prophetic substance the ministry 
John Mackay that the temperamental ardor first channelled 
through evangelical zeal for the world-wide proclamation the 
Gospel Christ could, without loss evangelical perspective and 
concern, channelled through the passion for righteousness into 
obedience the sovereignty God the exaltation everything 
authentically human. The passion for righteousness the service 
the sovereign God whose service perfect freedom (see Church, 
State, and Freedom, July, 1951, pp. 229 


(3) The conviction and the confidence the sovereignty 
God and over the personal and public life man was, course, 
self-evident Dr. Mackay part his Calvinistic heritage. The 
fact divine sovereignty has been self-evident many another Cal- 
vinist. What gives this conviction and confidence particular sig- 
nificance this instance their operational power. once put 
the matter brilliant, precise, and memorable way. man,” 
remarked, “does not believe that God actually control 
human affairs and work human life, unprepared take 
advantage undesigned coincidence.” Exactly! tide 
the affairs men which taken the flood leads fortune.” 
For John Mackay, the tide always God’s tide; and the fortune 
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the chief end man which “to glorify God and enjoy him for- 
Yet the “taking the flood,” the “undesigned 
the prophetic substance and correction the operational signifi- 
cance the divine sovereignty which enabled John Mackay under- 
stand and what Calvinists other times and places often failed 
moved from fatality” far the divine sovereignty pro- 
phetically understood from the sovereignty the divine decree 
understood unprophetic Calvinism. The life and work John 
Mackay are bottom pilgrimage from one undesigned coincidence 
another. And this journey, has been and will his pro- 
phetic sense time and timing that carry him beyond the deviations 
and pettinesses which distract lesser men. 

he, when ruminating upon his retirement from the Presidency 
Princeton Seminary, turned the Bard Avon’s commentary 
upon the “Ages Man,” we, celebrating his prophetic min- 
istry among prepares “take the next “un- 
designed coincidence,” may call mind less known commentary 
the Bard upon the royal stature man whose high discharge 
his high duty has made him kingly, memorable, and great. 


The heavens themselves, the planets and this center, 
Observe degree, priority and place, 
Insisture, course, proportion, season, form, 
Office and custom, all line order; 
but when the planets 

evil mixture disorder wander, 
What plagues and what portents! what mutiny! 
What raging the sea! shaking earth! 
Commotion the winds! frights, changes, horrors, 
Divert and crack, rend and desecrate 
The unity and married calm states 
Quite from their when degree shaked, 
Which the ladder all high designs, 
The enterprise sick! 

and Cressida, Act Sc. 


His lowliness Jesus Christ has made John Mackay man 
high degree; and this exaltation has been benefactor all. 
His degree stands firmly still, and our enterprise whole. 


READING AND WRITING THE 
SCOTTISH TRADITION 


several his more popular works, Erasmus Rotterdam 
bursts into rhetorical prayer that some day even the Scots might 
learn toread. Erasmus looked out upon his Europe, the only 

hope (as thought) true piety and good learning, was sur- 
rounded barbarian hordes. the south lay the Turks and the 
Saracens, fearsome, evil threat. the north Erasmus’ eye carried 
the extremities European life knew it, the Irish and 
the Scots, uncouth, illiterate. only the light Christ and the 
knowledge good letters could change these enemies and barbarians, 
then religion and learning, hand hand, would bring hope. 

Erasmus probably never heard Inverness, and the Highlands 
Scotland would have seemed remote and wild him indeed. The 
Mackays and the Camerons that day would doubt have thrown 
the maidenish Erasmus into wondrous tizzy. But, had prayed, 
came pass. Scots, even the Highlanders, learned read 
and write. (Just when they learned, not now debate with 
Erasmus). Moreover once they had learned, the light the 
Gospel and “good penetrated deeply into the Scottish 
soul that few modern peoples have produced high ratio 
teachers, preachers, scholars, and missionaries—all bent the con- 
version any and all contemporary barbarians. The Scots, not 
least the Highlanders Inverness, have been light the bar- 
barians, and not infrequently scourge well. 


Few men exemplify more fully the preacher, scholar, teacher, mis- 
sionary Scot than John Mackay. has been all them, 
rather, him they have all been one driving sense mission. 
whatever has done, and whatever has turned his attention, 
his sense the unique significance the printed page has been 
manifest. would require large bibliography and extended 
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article sketch even briefly his own writing career. The earlier 
publications written from the mission field are scattered through the 
journals several countries and appear books which are still 
lasting significance. His later works written amidst heavy adminis- 
trative duties New York and Princeton range through theological, 
Biblical, political, social, and other issues, and have appeared all 
kinds media, books, symposium volumes, The New York Times, 
Monde (Paris), etc. 

One Dr. Mackay’s continuing interests has been that encour- 
aging others “reading and writing” the cause the Gospel. 
Since played large role the reorganization and expansion 
The Westminster Press, and because the early history 
was intimately linked with The Westminster Press, brief 
account his activity here may serve illustration his 
life-long interest fostering theological literature. When Paul 
Payne and Walter Jenkins the Presbyterian Board Christian 
Education decided that the time had come when the Presbyterian 
Church should make greater contribution the cause theological 
literature, they turned Dr. Mackay one their chief advisors. 
own connection with the Press came about through his recom- 
mendation. ‘Through the period reorganization and planning 
the Press one gave more freely his time and thought than 
did Dr. Mackay. And the later period carried some major 
responsibilities for us. Out these, two projects, each quite dif- 
ferent, may cited. 

The Westminster Study Bible was process development for 
six years. During that time Dr. Mackay acted Chairman the 
editors, spending nearly two weeks each year with the group 
whole, and also gave great many hours all through that period 
personal conferences and much involved correspondence. 
wonder now how ever found the time. Even more, wonder now 
how the Chairman ever kept his chair during some those week-long 
debates Biblical criticism, Biblical theology, literary style, and 
that unknown entity called layman’s 
more important still was the fact that when the Press had first 
broached the idea such Bible the Board’s Commitee, stating 
rather frankly the possible ecclesiastical repercussions from such 
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work, and stating also that the development cost would perhaps 
exceed hundred thousand dollars, revived the stunned Com- 
mittee announcing that John Mackay had agreed Chairman 
the editors. 

The Library Christian Classics was the result numerous sug- 
gestions and pleas from variety sources. But was bound 
cost hard money and might well prove much missionary 
venture that would never pay for itself. Consequently much talk 
was followed much hesitation. Finally the somewhat oversize 
board-room 156 Fifth Avenue, Henry 
Van Dusen and John Mackay produced the needed encourage- 
ment, and the venture was launched. was Dr. Van Dusen who 
became editorially responsible for the Library, Dr. Mackay had 
done for thé Study Bible, but the moral support the two men made 
the project possible. 


For many years after returning Princeton President the 
Seminary, Dr. Mackay dreamed reviving The Princeton Review. 
Yet anyone who knows him realizes quite well that little 
interested reviving dead projects. The alone able 
fit his dreams. Topay hardly the revival anything 
which went before it. Rather the realization persistent 
dream. Many had long known about the dream, yet few 
were too confident when Dr. Mackay—in the midst World War 
began commanding the dream take flesh. Money, personnel, sub- 
scribers, paper, printers, all these come hard enough any time. 
And wartime prudent men wait. But dreamers not. 

the different tasks connected with launching the journal were 
distributed, the dream soon became contagious for all. But the 
war-time rationing paper was stringent, and printers were well-nigh 
frantic the government ground them between two stones—ob- 
ligatory assigned work for the defense effort, and the drafting 
young printers for military service. was difficult get anything 
printed, and one wanted the contract for new quarterly religious 
journal. till the war over,” was the advice received. 
Several pleas government agencies resulted flat denials that 
had any right paper quota. These agencies said frankly that 
the war-time regulations were not intended aid any further expan- 
sion the publishing business. 
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went things rather unorthodox fashion. turned 
our attention soliciting subscriptions. Eventually had 1500 
subscribers for “Mackay’s Quarterly,” but paper and printer. 
Dr. Mackay had come with the name for the 
new journal, and Stanley Heath The Westminster Press produced 
design for the cover, the characteristic lettering which has since 
been used all printed matter. Without 
paper ration and without printer, however, was all avail. 
this juncture Walter Jenkins, the head The Westminster 
Press, saved the day. offered buy the journal, place upon 
the Press’ paper quota, and use the good offices the Press 
securing for printer. ‘The Press would allow Dr. Mackay 
have complete editorial control and direction the journal, and 
would not retain for itself any profit which the journal might earn. 
THEOLOGY Topay would operate semi-independent venture con- 
trolled from Princeton. any further time, the Press would upon 
request sell the journal back without profit itself. 

Topay was born, accordingly, publication The 
Westminster Press. Initially was supposed that its subscription 
list would not large enough cut deeply into the Press’ none too 
fat paper ration. Quite the opposite thing happened. The journal 
was launched with subscription list 50% more than the figure 
which had hoped reach the end the first year. Our best 
subscription agent had been former Scottish missionary South 
America, John Mackay. Like thrifty Scot, bought the journal 
back about the time the subscription list had doubled, and the journ- 
nal seemed assured secure position the most widely circulated 
English religious quarterly. But from the start, was quite uniquely 
his quarterly, whoever owned it, whoever furnished the paper, 
whoever wrote its contents. 

Obviously this has been but small segment that untiring pas- 
sion make Christ known through the printed page which has been 
for Dr. Mackay essential part full one’s 
ministry. And yet has been one the most characteristic parts 
his ministry—for has been the means whereby countless others 
have found way participating that same wider ministry the 
printed page. has fulfilled his own ministry widening and 
enriching the ministry others. 
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first memory John Mackay quiet and somewhat 
diffident small boy, but with wistful and meditative look 


his face, who came our school Inverness, Scotland, 
when had already been there for several years. But when think 
him now, one who has proved himself great gift 
God the Church our time. each succeeding sphere ac- 
tivity which has been called has made difference, seeming 
just the man needed that juncture. How great was his 
contribution the Protestant Churches South America, and how 
much continues contribute our understanding the spiritual 
condition that vast continent! How much has counted for 
the understanding the world-wide missionary task and the de- 
velopment missionary strategy during the past thirty years! How 
much Princeton Seminary owes him, coming did the most 
critical moment its history and proving himself once the 
man for that moment! How alert has been the changing theo- 
logical situation, always ready derive valuable insight from each 
new-developing trend thought, but never allowing himself 
carried away its How much ripe wisdom has brought 
our recent ecumenical discussions, knowing well how combine 
loyalty his own Presbyterian tradition with unflagging zeal 
for the restoration Christian unity throughout the world! And 
finally, how much has helped compose party differences within 
his own tradition, through his having remarkable degree won 
the confidence all all these ways old schoolfellow 
has indeed “made difference,” and welcome this opportunity 
express Principal, Emeritus, New 
College, Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland. 


welcome the opportunity expressing admiration for John 
Mackay. Though know him not well many who have 
worked with him, have known him longer—longer than anyone 
Princeton, for knew him before came the United States. 
knew him Mexico when was under the YMCA, after his pro- 
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pitious work South America. Just before first visit Mexico 
John Mott who through the YMCA had helped wartime work 
said, you reach Mexico City you must see John 
Mackay; well worth knowing.” Equally matter course 
called Robert Speer who besides being classmate Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary was Secretary the Presbyterian Board 
Foreign Missions, founded grandfather’s uncle the Hon. 
Walter Lowrie who was brought boy from Scotland and who had 
founded this Board after retired from the Senate. gave 
the same injunction Speer, without intimating that Mackay was 
about associated with the work the Board. When reached 
Mexico City called John Mackay and found that “he was well 
worth knowing.” How well learned later, for soon came 
New York, and advised him live Princeton and commute 
his work—without suspecting that soon would called pre- 
side over Seminary and greatly magnify its importance, would 
live house built more than century ago Commodore 
Stockton, would found favorite theological quarterly, and would 
become sort ecumenical bishop.—WALTER Author and 
English translator Kierkegaard, Princeton, 


met John Mackay for the first time when visited his 
way back from Bonn, where had been studying with Karl Barth. 
That seems characteristic him! Although there was yet 
peace between the theology Barth and own, visitor sensed 
that were moving different tracks. John Mackay, however, 
did not want play one against the other. wanted take the 
good from each and leave the rest aside. second time met 
was Oxford took part that now historic ecumenical as- 
sembly. was then that Mackay urgently invited come 
Princeton professor systematic theology. accepted his call, 
but not quite wished. Hitler came between. had 
back own country after only one year teaching Princeton. 
was during that year, however, that became good friends. 
have admired and even envied one thing particularly John 
Mackay, namely, his great wisdom handling men and solving 
situations that seemed insoluble. After Princeton, met John 
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Mackay twice. The first time was Tokyo, where had just 
returned from visit Korea, was just preparing make 
similar journey. was pleased his realism faith and his cour- 
age missionary strategist, seeing reality without illusions but 
never letting his love for the people and the great cause become 
cooled disappointments. was only for very short time that 
could exchange experiences, but with him even short 
while always gave courage and joy. last time met was 
Germany one the many ecumenical study groups which both 
attended. there any man who his person represents 
John Mackay. The unity the Church Christ 
has been his greatest passion, and the disunity the Churches has 
been him, the man missions, the greatest pain. Nothing, how- 
ever, turned him away from the great certainty: that above all our 
problems stands Jesus Christ. One day His victory will appear. 
this certainty feel myself one with this man also his zeal for 
free, live, Biblical theology which can serve the Church Christ 
our BRUNNER. Professor, Emeritus, Theology, 
University Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland. 


The Princeton community takes pardonable pride the propor- 
tion its citizens who are listed Who’s Who, which only nat- 
ural the locality which was once described professor 
another university “the coming Athens Yet most 
whose names are recorded between the red covers this book, 
language which does harm, are but local figures compari- 
son with John Mackay. His fame extends throughout the whole 
world. His position due not solely the quality his mind, 
even his success the head great institution and eminent 
leader his Church. His great personal courage denouncing 
evil high places, against pressures remain silent, has been 
quality that the Princeton community has noted well. But 
should like speak more intimately John Mackay presi- 
dential colleague. For twenty-one years worked together heads 
two neighbor institutions, each with its own corporate entity, its 
own individuality, and its own aims and commitments. Over the 
years this relationship had not always been easy. was somewhat 
strained just before President Mackay took office. However, his 
ambitions for the Seminary and his regard for learning immediately 
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elicited our respect. the other hand, his understanding the 
university-point-of-view won our hearts, and the two institutions, 
Seminary and University, entered upon new period 
and faculty fraternization. The University faculty observed the 
growth the Seminary size and stature with gratification. The 
credit they attributed its President, and they were 
President, Emeritus, Princeton University, Princeton, 


man was Communist official who used 
these words describe John Mackay after visit had paid one 
the People’s Republics President the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance. surely one the proudest titles that any man could 
bear. But John Mackay indeed Christian. Before everything 
else, Christian; man who has been guided his convictions, 
and who has had the courage act upon them, cost what might. 
President the Alliance, has not tried work for its advance- 
ment, but ensure that the Alliance was advancing the cause 
Christ’s kingdom. During his presidency, and throughout his whole 
connection with the Alliance, has been acutely conscious two 
conflicting possibilities—the positive contribution that confessional 
groups can bring the ecumenical movement, and also the threat 
that movement represented them. has never been any 
question where Dr. Mackay stood this issue. his own words, 
has sought through the Alliance, “to propagate the one Holy 
Faith throughout the world and seek the unity the one Church 
Jesus Christ.” was out these same strong convictions that 
Dr. Mackay proposed, the theme for the Alliance’s Eighteenth 
General Council, meeting Paulo the summer 1959, 
Servant Lord and His Servant People.” man who out 
sympathy with those who would magnify the Church institu- 
tion. knows too well that the Church’s Lord our supreme 
example the servant, and demands the Church and her 
members that they should follow their Master this way service. 
belief that making this emphasis, John Mackay has ren- 
dered service, certainly the Alliance, but also the whole Chris- 
tian PRADERVAND. General Secretary, World Al- 
liance Reformed Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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One the most persistent problems the Christian minister 
how use theology not only his preaching and writing, but also 
his administrative decisions. very easy let theology be- 
come academic, which say that the framework Christian belief 
kept isolated irrelevance from the emotions, thoughts, and de- 
cisions daily life. Theology this case may reasonable, ortho- 
dox, and contemporary, but its only usefulness enable you 
feel identified intellectually with school movement and en- 
able others properly classify label you. the other extreme 
the substitution one’s system theology for one’s Christian 
faith. students and some able young ministers let their 
academic interest theological questions obscure the simplicity 
the Gospel message, which should the chief substance Christian 
sermons and Christian teaching. ‘Theology best framework. 
Unless roof and sidings are put upon and painted up, makes 
most inadequate dwelling for the human spirit. Theology 
skeleton, important the body, but dead and useless unless clothed 
vibrant flesh. John Mackay has not fallen into either these 
errors. Although theologian and academician, has al- 
ways kept his theology from usurping the place Christ. the 
other hand, there always structure developed theology evi- 
dent sermon, political article, even the rationale admin- 
istrative decision. has sometimes been teased younger and 
irreverent students and colleagues the ground that could never 
say, lunch,” but rather, “It now time for meet 
about the tables refresh our bodies and express our Christian fel- 
lowship.” But just because attempted place all life 
Christian context that John Mackay’s theology has been influ- 
ential our Church and nation. much any man our time, 
cherished theology for what should be—not master, but serv- 
ant.—EUGENE BLAKE. Stated Clerk, The United Presby- 
terian Church the U.S.A., Office the General Assembly, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


source regret that did not come know John 
Mackay much earlier, for since our first acquaintance have found 
him both warm friend and source inspiration. Our asso- 
ciations have usually occurred formal committee meetings. One 


THESAURUS TRIBUTES 365 


does not ordinarily these expecting inspiration. And yet 
such circumstances, where number have been gathered wrestle 
with some urgent, practical problem, his wisdom has made its deep 
impression me. Always these deliberations has exhibited 
deep concern for people together with unswerving determination 
never sacrifice essential considerations convenience. What one 
senses him then—and grateful for—is man the Spirit who 
staunchly set against making debilitating concessions unworthy 
demands from the world, kindly soul confident the Lord, and 
well his seventieth birthday. Many have occasion grateful 
for something has said done. Those who will hold the man 
memory and long continue learn from and admire him. 
—NATHAN Pusey. President Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. 


Sir Walter Scott once remarked friend, always laugh when 
hear people say, ‘Do one thing have done dozen 
things once all life.” exactly describes John Mackay. 
his own way his ministry has had the range and scope that 
William Temple. All his life long has been tireless worker, 
and his interests and activities, directed towards the service God 
and men, have been multifarious. writes autobiography, 
should share with younger men the secret his industry and 
vitality. all trades and master could never 
said him. has excelled the roles preacher, pastor, 
teacher, missionary, author, churchman, and seminary president. 
has given much attention practical urgencies eternal 
verities, case point being the fearlessness with which de- 
nounced Joseph McCarthy when other leaders were strangely tongue- 
tied. There has never been any suggestion aridity remoteness 
his scholarship. doubt his Highland heritage, light 
and warmth have been features all his work. One could wish that 
more men the evangelical and prophetic tempers were wedded. 
What undertakings lie ahead him now that rich “love, honor, 
troops has retired from Princeton not know, but 
one thing are certain. The life inaction will never have 
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any appeal for him. has been learning and leading all his 
days and will quick learn and lead 
Minister, The Riverside Church, New York, 


greatly privileged included among those permitted 
have admired all the years ministry, John Mackay. His 
career has been such that has been called upon fill number 
important roles simultaneously: teacher, author, administrator, 
prophet. the latter about which wish comment, because 
the role that easily can become suppressed the pressures 
other roles and particularly that administration. Too many 
clergymen, including some much less burdened responsibilities 
than Dr. Mackay has been, have permitted this aspect their calling 
lapse because lack zeal for this responsibility, fear 
ing preoccupation with immediacies involved the 
administration his local cure. With John Mackay nothing has 
stood the way his speaking out forthrightly where the interests 
the Kingdom were stake. And the reasons why his words have 
always been listened and have had wide influence others that 
has quite obviously found the time for adequate preparation and 
thought before speaking situation supporting cause. This 
fact has given many the rest confidence; while have always 
tried give some care such decisions myself, always recognized 
that the fact that Dr. Mackay had already was strong 
plus favor doing the same. sure that over the years 
countless students seminary have had built into them measure 
his prophetic spirit, reflecting their ministry his intellectual 
honesty, integrity, and independence judgment. From time 
time hear the compliment, “he preacher’s Dr. 
Mackay can say, “he prophet’s May God bless his 
days well earned Bishop, Diocese 
California, San Francisco, Calif. 


Four adjectives gather the main impressions that John 
Mackay has made upon during the last thirty years. The first 
missionary. For our generation American Christians the 


his 
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personal embodiment the missionary spirit and the personal sym- 
bol the missionary movement. Christian and have 
evangelistic ardor make Christ known, loved, and obeyed every- 
where have meant him the same thing. The second adjective 
ecumenical. has steadily seen, and helped others see, the 
Church essentially one and universal because its origin one 
universal Lord. has felt intensely that fails realize its own 
destiny far divided limited any community, nation, 
race, culture. chiefly responsible, too, for bringing the 
word into circulation its current connotation, for 
was his report Chairman the section Universal 
Church and the World the Oxford Conference 1937 
that the distinction between and was 
most clearly pointed out. The third adjective prophetic. John 
Mackay has never wavered his conviction that every sphere life, 
including our social and political relations, must brought under 
the sovereignty Christ. has accordingly had the spiritual 
independence and moral courage take stands that knew would 
not popular. single vivid illustration, initiated the 
memorable letter the Presbyterian General Council the 
Churches the height the furor stirred Senator McCarthy. 
That letter came like breath fresh highland air into miasma 
suspicion and distrust. ‘The final adjective saintly. One almost 
hesitates use the word because its frequent association with 
narrow pietism that implied mystical withdrawal from social re- 
sponsibility and from intellectual wrestling with great issues 
thought. But John Mackay has given more dynamic content 
our understanding him has meant fellowship with 
Christ that begins the depth the soul and extends the farthest 
outreaches life. one who knows him well can doubt that 
personal devotion Christ which the very core his being; and 
which explains all the other aspects his service for which are 
Cavert. General Secretary, Emeritus, 
National Council Churches, New York, 


One word beyond all others seems characterize John Mackay 
and that word “Churchman.” His adult years span tumultuous 
half-century the beseiged race has known. During such time 
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his discerning concept the nature, measure, duty, and destiny 
the Household Faith has been the integrating principle his 
vigorous discipleship. has insisted upon and exalted the convic- 
tion that the word the Church this fractured age that 
substantial, eternal word God’s self-revelation which constitutes 
the Christian Gospel. has embodied and proclaimed the idea 
that the people God perform their ministry reconciliation 
being the reconciled community. Sensitive and audacious the 
face the dark powers which always plague the ongoing righteous- 
ness the men, has recalled the militant Church the 
urgency its ecumenical mission, precisely those points our 
culture where the spiritual battles are most severely joined. And 
has reminded the Church its confident hope the invulnerable 
resources the Lord’s presence and power. Indefatigable labor, 
unimpaired trivial concerns, catholic friendships and vision, 
Dr. Mackay has had and continues have notable ministry 
preacher, educator, scholar, counselor, and denominationalist. But 
above all has assisted the Church its discernment what forth- 
rightly say the world and what loyalty its Head 
ical Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


The diversity Dr. Mackay’s gifts manifest the amplitude 
his ministry. But all these gifts are held captive one central 
purpose and passion. John Mackay is, first and last, missionary. 
There fitness the fact that his richly varied service the 
ecumenical movement was crowned the Chairmanship the 
International Missionary Council. was elected this office 
absentia; and deputation was appointed the Whitby Conference 
wait upon him. Behari Lal Rallia Ram, Professor Westman 
Uppsala, and travelled Princeton from Canada. Dr. Mackay 
was surprised and visibly moved the message brought. 
spoke his early training the Free Presbyterian Church Scot- 
land, his service South America, and the missionary purpose 
which had been the lodestar his ministry. then said: regard 
this the highest honor that could come was clear that 
this was not just polite form words. Dr. Mackay took his duties 
Chairman with immense seriousness, and fulfilled the prophetic 
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functions this office with great power. critical decade, 
has re-affirmed the missionary calling the Church terms 
once profound and compelling. maintained the wholeness the 
ecumenical task and prepared the way for the union the IMC and 
the WCC. And through all his missionary advocacy and ecumenical 
service there shone the burning conviction that Jesus Christ Lord 
the world, and the Church, and the life the individual Christian. 
Ranson. Director, The Theological Education Fund 
the International Missionary Council, New York, 


sure speak for many John Mackay’s friends and admirers 
when say that what most love and value him his great 
warmth, his unfailing kindliness and patience, his keen mind and 
lively creative imagination, his rare ability get things done, his 
wide knowledge and experience and, not least, his stalwart Christian 
faith coupled with precious irenic approach vexed problems. 
While was Princeton, the University, the time when Dr. 
Mackay came the Seminary, took the lead organizing 
Seminary-University discussion group which met regularly, often 
his home, throughout the academic year. This was one the most 
rewarding groups which have been privileged belong. 
discussed great variety topics, theological and cultural, always 
frankly, often with genuine fervor, and always spirit complete 
mutual respect and affection. still remember the vivid intuitions 
and incisive arguments Professors Hromadka, Brunner, Piper, 
Homrighausen, Harbison, Oates, and Dean Wicks, mention but 
few, well Dr. Walter Lowrie, who also often acted our host. 
But, above all, remember Dr. Mackay’s heart-warming smile, his 
unfailing personal interest, and his unflagging enthusiasm. was 
our acknowledged leader and guide. Our lively meetings, over 
several years, proved once again that profound conviction and honest 
inquiry need not antithetical; indeed, that faith grows deeper 
reason probes and that reason enriched and guided sincere 
enlightened faith. Many the University welcomed Dr. 
Mackay’s appointment President the Seminary and rejoiced as, 
year after year, strengthened the Seminary faculty with distin- 
guished new appointments and strove, successfully, raise the 
academic standards theological study. became increasingly 
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proud our sister institution under his brilliant leadership. 
also did Protestantism great service founding and ably 
directing Topay, which quickly became the best Prot- 
estant journal its kind America. strong editorials, its excel- 
lent articles, and its careful book reviews, have put many deeply 
join large and happy company hearty good wishes 
Dr. Mackay his seventieth birthday and his retirement from 
the Presidency the Seminary. May continue inform us, lead 
us, inspire us, and love for many years.—THEODORE GREENE. 
Professor the Humanities, Scripps College, Claremont, Calif. 


Protestants have only one Master, but now and again they are given 
models Christian mastery. Such John Mackay, who lives among 
ministers sign what can happen and through man whom 
grace and diligence coincide. Few the Church can miss having 
their measure taken his accomplishments. Among scholars 
remarkable for his knowledge the mainstream and the tributaries 
philosophic and theological thought—and for the precision and the 
elegance with which guides his hearers and readers through the 
braided channels influence and implication. Among preachers 
will always stand special sign how compellingly eloquence and 
wisdom can serve the Word. evangelists far places shows 
the way link Christian’s sympathy with kindred peoples’ darkness 
and Christian’s witness the Light. Church’s statesmen 
points path through loyalty-to-a-tradition toward community-in-the- 
Truth. For educators and administrators will always that 
impossible possibility, facer hard fact, espouser unpopular 
causes who inexplicably attracted popular support great institu- 
tion inestimably enhanced his unyieldingly conscientious care (it 
not accidental that wonder shows plainest here). For all men 
everywhere remains superb example redeemed humanity, 
intelligence, and passion under orders, humble person, commanding 
presence, noble servant his Servant GILL. 
President, San Francisco Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif. 


How well remember first meeting with John Mackay. had 
already made eager response some his writings for had found 
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them the combination warm evangelical faith with bold theolog- 
ical reasoning for which was looking. ‘Then came gracious recep- 
tion Princeton and the beginning friendship which was 
prove the utmost significance own life during the years 
immediately ahead. ‘There were memorable meetings connection 
with the Westminster Study Bible; there was the thrill launching 
and watching the progress there was the con- 
stant stimulus and enrichment Anglican being welcomed 
whole-heartedly into one the historic strongholds Presbyterian- 
ism. And the center all was Dr. Mackay himself, inspiring 
the intensity his devotion, extending the breadth his 
imagination, guiding the authority his own experience and 
wisdom. memory also goes back days when packages books 
were sent out ministers some the lonelier parts Canada 
and how often word would come back deep appreciation for 
Preface Christian Theology. think, too, God’s Order—surely 
unique commentary the Epistle the Ephesians. find hard 
think that shall ever have exposition which has grown out 
deeper penetration into its character and meaning. Imagina- 
tion, artistry, passionate thinking, fearless dedication—all these 
associate with Dr. Mackay. From another country and from another 
tradition send this heartfelt expression admiration for and grati- 
tude one who has been inspiring leader and gracious friend for 
more than twenty Dean the Cathedral, 
Liverpool, England. 


writing this from Tiruvalla, the heart the troubled 
State Kerala South India. The people Kerala have been 
engaged life and death struggle. The Communists have been 
posing champions the have-nots, but the people Kerala have 
come realize that Communist government essentially totali- 
tarian and that its methods are directed toward the negation per- 
sonal liberty and the democratic procedure. Christians form about 
one third the total population fifteen millions the State, and 
they have been hard hit, particularly education act the Gov- 
ernment favor Communist ideology. Many members the 
Christian Church realize that Communism Kerala judgment 
God upon the Church for her many sins commission and omis- 
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sion. They are beginning see that the Christian religion has 
relevant message for the needs society well for the individual, 
and that Christ alone the hope the world. this message, 
the relevancy Christ social, national, and international prob- 
lems, that have learned associate with the name John 
Mackay. this message that some his former students 
Kerala are engaged passing others. was privilege 
welcome Dr. Mackay Serampore when was Principal the Uni- 
versity and welcomed him Princeton during memorable 
sojourn the Seminary campus. was inspiration listen 
his expositions the Christian message because one felt that the 
speaker was one whom the message had gripped completely. Seram- 
pore University honored itself conferring honorary degree 
upon Dr. Mackay when was serving Chairman the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. Few men that know come close 
Carey, the founder Serampore, the wide horizons their 
vision well the intensity their passion for the missionary 
task the Church. salute John Mackay from distant India and 
would, behalf countrymen who have benefited his coun- 
sel and sympathy, thank him sincerely and sing praises God for all 
that has been accomplished through him over the years Princeton 
and far General Secretary, Youth De- 
partment, Mar Thoma Church, India. 


THE CHURCH THE WORLD 


THE MACKAY ERA 


The retirement John Mackay president Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary marks the conclusion historic era the life 
the oldest and largest Seminary the Presbyterian Church. 
brought something timely and distinctive the Seminary which 
profoundly influenced the faculty, student body, and alumni, and 
which affected theological education, Christian thought, the Pres- 
byterian Church the United States America, the missionary 
movement, the World Alliance Reformed Churches, the ecumen- 
ical movement, and indeed the history our times. impossible 
justice his many-sided personality, his positive leadership, his 
notable achievements, and his abiding contributions. Those who 
wish know more his life and work should consult the May, 1959, 
issue The Princeton Seminary Bulletin, and the opening chapter 
Hugh Kerr, the symposium edited Edward 
published the Macmillan Company under the title, The Ecumen- 
ical Era Church and Society. 

Those who were associated with John Mackay the Faculty will 
remember him for the quality and stature his leadership. was 
the recipient dozens honors. was President the Board 
Foreign Missions, the Presbyterian Council Theological 
Education, the American Association Theological Schools; 
Chairman the International Missionary Council, the World 
Alliance Reformed Churches; and Moderator the General As- 
sembly. served many councils and agencies the Churches. 
was the prophetic mind and pastoral heart behind the Letter 
Presbyterians and the National Council’s Message drafted the 
crucial meeting Denver. While the honors came Dr. Mackay 
personally, always felt, did he, that was tendered them 
President Princeton Seminary. took with him into areas 
high concern and doing put the Seminary the map and 
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permitted work the light leadership that enhanced 
our work. 

Those associated with Dr. Mackay the Faculty are deeply grate- 
ful for the privilege being elected membership unique 
comradeship. Practically every member the present faculty was 
invited come Princeton Dr. Mackay. difficult find 
such company—or collection(!)—of faculty members drawn from 
such wide and diversified background the entire Reformed family 
terian” faculty, Princeton Seminary has has been fascinat- 
ing experience live and work with—and encounter!—such com- 
pany illustrious colleagues. secret this has 
been the peculiar leadership Dr. Mackay who has always pointed 
our unity the koinonia Jesus Christ which the integrity 
each individual respected and appreciated. 

During his presidency, Dr. Mackay has pioneered with diligence 
into new frontiers thought. has lived the atmosphere 
great ideas. has always been thinking the frontiers; has 
sought bring every new interest into captivity the obedience 
Jesus Christ. His intense dedication the great themes the 
Christian faith this ecumenical era has created climate campus 
that commensurate with the spacious grandeur the Christian 
faith. has coined unforgettable phrases give succinct expres- 
sion his ideas. The “big has always been Jesus 
Christ, Lord and Servant, head the Church which exists glorify 
God, make God manifest men, reflect the splendor his 
nature, and serve his eternal purpose. During these years, has 
not rested—literally—day night his relentless probing into the 
fullest ramifications the faith. 

Dr. Mackay has also given central place great theology the 
life and warfare the Church. have appreciated the dynamic, 
personal, evangelistic, and ecumenical nature theology which 
has consistently championed. for him, not purely 
speculative science based upon impersonal propositions, much 
relevant life-direction wrought out the fiery furnace per- 
sonal and social issues. such, personal and social power for 
men the “road” life. When theology true itself, will 
command intellectual respect and result the renewal and unity 
the Church its mission world redemption. 


C 


rate- 
ique 
was 
find 
rom 
nily 
sby- 
nat- 
has 
ated 


has 
the 
tian 
has 
the 


the 
nic, 
rely 
per- 
will 


THE CHURCH THE WORLD 375 


Perhaps Dr. Mackay will remembered best for his spiritual 
integrity and power. His physical vigor may part due his 
Celtic ancestry! But one his close associates accounts for his 
integrity this way: has powerful and durable body functioning 
under rigidly committed spirit dedication. His power con- 
ceptualize lifts even the smallest details into lofty principles. 
has existential regard for any event abounding cosmic sig- 
nificance. His life fed from the deep wells divine grace upon 
which depends continually for refreshing strength and alluring 
insights. 

would add that him the spirit Calvin. combines 
within one person the taught mind informed the truth the 
Word God, the warm heart generated the love Christ, and 
the open hand extended the fellowship the this 
that find the real source his life and leadership. For this 
are grateful God, and this pay our sincere tribute. 


EAST ASIA CHURCHES COME AGE 


One hundred and thirty representatives from fifty-two Churches 
and Councils Churches assembled Kuala Lampur, Malaya, from 
May formally inaugurate the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference. What was dimly projected Madras, twenty years ago, has 
last come into being. The representatives were nearly all Asians, 
indicating that the Churches East Asia are longer under the 
tutelage Foreign Mission Boards Western Churches. 

Bishop Sobrepena, Chairman the Conference, put this way: 
“Our coming together this time carry forward within the 
regional context, through the Lord’s prodding and directing, what 
has been taking place our respective countries inter-Church 
and union, and enriching Christian fellowship through 
unity and mission. Weare here bring completeness the natural 
circles around which nature are move, and make them means 
which may attain the wholeness our life fellowship, 
and 

The reception the delegates the local Christian community, 
Chinese, Indians, Ceylonese, was enthusiastic. The evening mass 
meetings were well attended, especially the closing convocation 
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Woo Stadium where 2500 were present. Delegates were entertained 
homes. public reception was given the Malaya Christian 
Council which John Fleming, President the Council, and the 
Prime Minister the State Selangor welcomed the delegates. 
The Chinese Christian community also entertained the assembly 
tea. two Sundays, delegates were assigned visit and speak 
local congregations for miles around. Kuala Lampur had never seen 
anything like it; the witness the Conference made dramatic 
impression. 

Great themes were discussed. Delegates heard reports issues 
and achievements the Churches each country. Background 
addresses dealt with new understanding the world, Christian 
interpretation nationalism, the search for new foundations 
resurgent religions, and the Church’s mission Asia interde- 
pendence. The assembly divided into three discussion groups 
deal with: (1) the Church’s witness the midst social change, 
(2) inter-Church aid, and (3) the Church’s witness and beyond its 
borders. Highlight the meetings was series lectures, called 
the John Mott Memorial Lectures, open the public, and pre- 
sented Bishop Newbigin, Dr. Visser Hooft, and Dr. 
Niles. hoped that these memorable addresses will made 
available Churches everywhere. 

The most significant result the Conference was the sense 
solidarity engendered the Asian Churchmen who attended. 
The Conference maintained that Asian Christians must take seriously 
the rise nationhood their countries, educate their laity for civic 
responsibility and political action, set study groups nations 
understand and interpret legislation human rights the light 
the Gospel, discover new forms service the new secular and 
welfare state, and keep proper balance between national spirit, 
economic revolution, and human rights. Special attention was given 
education because the tensions which have arisen between 
schools conducted the Churches and the desire new nations 
control education for the national welfare. 

Kuala Lampur landmark the history the Christian Church. 
the words Niles’ lectures, the Church East Asia 
coming into its selfhood. 


Cc 
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John Calvin could see the stir causing among his spiritual 
descendants, might little disturbed. When the great man 
died, his body was wrapped simple white sheet and placed 
modest cedarwood coffin. were speeches his grave, and 
there was monument mark its location. Not long after, people 
did not know where his body was buried. The glory God was his 
consuming passion, and even instrument that had served him 
dutifully, manifoldly and influentially must not rob him his 
sovereign grandeur. 

And yet, spite Calvin’s humility, and face the danger 
substituting the celebration our fathers’ faith for living faith 
our own, right that the sons and daughters Calvin should 
recall his life and work, understand his thought and ministry, repent 
his mistakes and failures, recognize his influence and power, and 
defend his person and integrity. 

1959 has been designated the 450th anniversary Calvin’s 
birth, the 400th anniversary the definitive edition his 
the Christian Religion, the 400th anniversary the founding 
the Academy Geneva, the 400th anniversary the first Synod 
the Reformed Church France, and the 100th anniversary Pres- 
byterianism Brazil. Suitable celebrations have been held 
various places, the most significant which were France, Geneva, 
and Brazil. And has been most suitable time dedicate the 
freshly restored Calvin Geneva, which associated with 
the teaching and preaching ministry Calvin and with the European 
refugees who made Calvinism international force. 

Geneva, where Calvin lived and worked for twenty-five years, 
engaged three-day celebration marked procession, reception, 
worship, convocation, “spectacle,” and the first showing the movie 
Soli Deo Gloria. Thus was Jean Cauvin, the son ecclesiastical 
lawyer, the converted classicist, the brilliant student, who was chal- 
lenged the fiery Farel choose the life public leadership rather 
than the peaceful life the scholar, honored this Calvin year. 
John Calvin was man many gifts and historical significance. 
was educator, theologian, correspondent, reformer, author, ex- 
positor, preacher, administrator, counselor, friend. Contrary pop- 
ular notion, his letters indicate was man friendly compassion. 
The flaming heart the extended hand God Calvin’s seal 
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portrays the core the Gospel which his doctrine 
predestination insists that Church man state can control 
the free grace God who elects mercy. And consenting the 
burning Servetus, was child his time, giving reluctant 
permission execution which might have been carried out 
Roman Catholic authorities had not Geneva acted. monument 
was later erected the citizens Geneva acknowledge the mistake 
that was made. 

the occasion this notable anniversary, Address has been 
delivered Christians everywhere, rededicating the sons Calvin 
and their Churches simple service common Lord and reaffirm- 
ing their readiness follow the Spirit into new and active forms 
life, order, and witness. They greet all Christians and call them toa 
recollection, repentance, and reaffirmation which God may use 
the renewal the Church. 

The Address expresses gratitude the Reformers for proclaiming 
Christ alone Saviour and Lord; for uncovering the Gospel the 
unmerited love God; for establishing the authority Scripture; 
for purging the Church that may find new ways claim the world 
for its true Lord; for teaching that God free effect man’s salvation 
wills and use the Church without being bondage it; for 
teaching that men may address God directly, search the Scriptures, 
and priests all the parishes the common life. 

The Address also recognizes and regrets the failures our fathers— 
and ourselves: words that obscured the Word; tardy and timid 
testimony; license substituted for Christian freedom; shrinking from 
the pain applying the mind Christ all the vexing issues 
public life; reflecting the world’s hatreds that lead war. 

closes with eloquent plea for ecumenical encounter 
which the Presbyterian order, Calvinistic tradition, and Reformed 
faith are laid upon the altar and offered fellow Christians for what- 
ever use they may tothe whole Church. the whole Church 
hold ourselves alert for the surprises with which the Lord 
history can alter the tempo our renewal, and for the new forms with 
which eternally recreating God can startle while secures his 
Church. And strain ahead toward the great day when the rich- 
ness our joined memories will small sign the strength our 
conjoined forces, and when each Church’s anniversaries will every 
Church’s 
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KERALA, COMMUNISTS, AND CHRISTIANS 


1957 the Communists were voted into power Kerala the 
basis 37% the popular vote. was coup; was quiet 
election according the constitution the Indian government. 
The thirteen fifteen million people Kerala enjoy the highest 
literacy rate, 80%, any state India. million are Hindus; 
three million are Christians; over two million are Moslems. 

Kerala has been the news for some time because the wide- 
spread disorders, inspired particularly Christians and Hindus 
the Nair sect, who resist the government’s policy appointing 
teachers for religious schools from government approved list. 
the 9,000 schools Kerala, 7,000 are privately operated, most them 
the Roman Catholics and the Nairs. ‘The government claims that 
wishes raise academic standards. also maintains that schools 
were receiving subsidies from tax funds. Religious groups insist 
that Communists are trying infiltrate their schools and subvert 
their educational system. result, religious groups have closed 
their schools and those which remained open have been picketed. 
Violence has brought the death twelve and injuries score 
people. 

The school issue not the only one for Communists are accused 
showing favoritism party members, building their party 
privileged class, unethical criticism the Nationalist Party, 
releasing Communist criminals from jail, permitting labor 
unions engage intimidation, revising textbooks favor the 
party line, and conniving take over all religious schools. 

Prime Minister Nehru has interferred because Communist 
failure provide orderly government. New elections will 
held, although the Communists were put into office 1957 for 
five-year period. Nehru’s action supported the Nationalist gov- 
ernment, even many Kerala, but does open the way for the 
possible disruption constitutional government every state 
India. And provides the Communist party with opportunity 
brand the Indian government unwilling abide its constitu- 
tional guarantees. 

For the Christians Kerala, the use violence instead negotia- 
tion, poses serious ethical problem. grave matter for Chris- 
tians resort violent methods overthrow democratically 
elected government. can only sympathize deeply with Valarian 
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Cardinal Gracias Bombay who cautioned Christians Kerala that 
“negligence and failure use the rights given democracy will only 
promote rapid growth dictatorship” even though “an intrusion 
the state into areas culture and private life must not per- 
This said reply the charge Communists that 
the Roman Catholic Church was “engaging politics.” 

long Christians Kerala receive state subsidies for their 
schools, will rather difficult for them escape the pressure 
any government upon their schools, especially day when states 
wish make education available all through properly qualified 
teachers which the Churches may not able supply. 

Kerala Christians face the same problems confronted everywhere 
Christians: How shall the Christian live and act democratic 
state, properly constituted, the government power unfriendly 
hostile towards the Christian faith and its institutions? 


BARMEN-REDIVIVUS 


1934 about 140 delegates from nineteen German territorial 
Churches—Lutheran, Reformed, United—met Barmen form the 
National Synod the Confessing Church. Out that meeting 
came militant declaration faith. issued out the struggle 
with totalitarianism that was determined control every aspect 
life the interests National Socialism. Standing firmly the 
sole authority the Gospel Jesus Christ and his Lordship, those 
confessing Christians defiantly said Their stand gave them 
new sense solidarity, new spirit mission the nation and 
new understanding the relation state and Church. was 
thrilling time for those German Christians, even though was time 
danger and death. 

Bishop Otto Dibelius addressed gathering who attended the 
twenty-fifth anniversary the Barmen Declaration recently, and 
stated that the situation East Germany today the same was 
for all Germany 1934. called for appreciation the 
Declaration living document applicable the East German 
situation. Another speaker declared that gave direction all 
Christians oppose the expanding power the state the East 
and the West. 
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Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl the East German Democratic 
Republic has made quite clear recent address that atheism 
the official religion that state. Weddings, funerals, and the 
naming children are conducted the spirit atheism. Christian 
young people face difficult future education and work they 
not yield the ceremony Jugendweihe (youth dedication) instead 
being confirmed the Church. Competent observers report that 
while everyone celebrates Christmas, the real meaning de- 
natured. Gifts are exchanged, family reunions are held, trees are 
displayed schools and even public places, but the celebration 
socialistic and secular. 

The hardest blow all for East German Protestants the recent 
move the state transform the famous Luther Memorial Hall 
Wittenberg into muesum revolutionary propaganda. Here 
where Luther lived and worked; here are deposited his books and 
manuscripts. One Communist paper published letter from 
Wittenberg reader recently, who was disappointed with the Museum 
because did not include Luther’s betrayal the Peasants 
their rise against the princes. 

However, the attendance Churches remains about the same 
heretofore. Baptisms and wedding have decreased, although con- 
tributions have increased. Many youths are still unconfirmed. 
some instances, pastors are working secular jobs supplement 
their salaries. organizational life the Church, some places, 
taking the character free Church. becoming more 
independent. 

The Christian this situation confronted: (1) with the strong 
desire loyal the state because the Christian’s involvement 
social guilt and obedience, the life the neighbor, and (2) with 
strong desire maintain his spiritual integrity standing alone 
necessary against atheistic state. Little wonder, then, that East 
German Protestants are recalling the hard but heroic days the 
Barmen Declaration. 

These are days “newer when spiritual struggle 
critical importance and terrible intensity calling forth faith 
Jesus Christ the one Word God, who Lord must served 
every area life, and whose Church human order 
received final authoritative. 
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RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND AMERICAN CULTURE 


number significant studies have been published recently 
which attempt deal with the relation Judaism, Roman 
cism, and Protestantism American society that now rather 
definitely characterized pluralistic. Roman Catholicism 
longer subordinate religious minority; fact, some its advocates 
believe that fast becoming the most powerful single religious 
force American culture. recent years, Judaism has become 
increasingly articulate. largest concentration Jews now 
found the United States. 

What shall the relation these three religious traditions each 
other? And how will this relation affect American life? John 
Courtney Murray writing the opening essay Religion America, 
edited John Cogley (Meridian Press), volume containing state- 
ments Reinhold Niebuhr, Paul Tillich, Will Herberg, James 
Nichols and Gustav Weigel, speaks four 
Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism, and Secularism. This plural- 
ism regards the will God, but our human condi- 
tion, written into the script impossibe overcome 
this situation, but can two things: the warfare and 
enlarge the dialogue; lay down our arms and take argu- 
ment.” short, some kind coexistence inevitable. Religious 
the four overcome the others. Murray quotes Thomas Gilby 
saying formed men locked together argument. 
From this dialogue the community becomes political community.” 

Gustav Weigel also deals with religion pluralistic society, 
his Faith and Understanding America (Macmillan). The relation 
Protestantism and Catholicism one the dominant issues 
American life, and will crucial subject for debate Roman 
Catholic candidate should nominated for the presidency. Father 
Weigel regards Protestantism Catholic concern, even though his 
description Protestantism reveals his failure understand it. Nor 
does his genuine appeal for understanding encounter deviate from 
uncompromising Roman dogmatism. the Protestant 
who reads this book will gain inside understanding the way 
sincere Catholic feels and thinks. 

Leo Pfeffer, the American Jewish Congress, writing Creeds 
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Competition (Harper) welcomes conflict between the creeds, 
indispensable ingredient progress any has sym- 
pathy for those who would by-pass the religious groups and move 
towards kind American religion which might even taught 
our schools and incorporated into our national customs. believes 
that free market ideas and ideologies, the American people can 
trusted choose the best the longrun. Every religious group 
tries shape American culture; the days their unchallenged 
dominance are numbered. Since competition will not lessened, 
behooves all concerned engage more intense conflict accord- 
ing the rules fair competition. 

evident that there can fusion these four conspiracies 
which would result “American religion.” Fair and strong 
competition welcomed, providing each religious group de- 
velops its own integrity and does not become ingrown. But surely, 
there room for some kind common concern for culture well 
for enlightening encounter among these groups. The encounter 
has scarcely begun; the parties are new this adventure. But the 
pressure living together culture which needs religious judg- 
ment and guidance making the encounter urgent. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE EcuMENICAL ERA CHURCH AND Edited Edward 
Jurji. 238 pp. New York, The Macmillan Company, 


Few books express well this volume the scope, depth, and task 
the ecumenical movement. was written honor John Mackay. 
That alone provides sufficient cause for work that deals with the 
nature, function, and purpose the Church. cannot paid 
the man who gave meaning, structure, and content the word 
without focusing attention the centrality Christ and 
the mission the Church. Hugh Kerr, who writes the opening 
chapter appreciation Dr. Mackay, comments that “Christ and His 
Church” was the grand vision which captured the versatile, imaginative, 
and committed spirit Dr. Mackay. Not only this first chapter 
eloquent statement appreciation, but sets the stage and introduces 
the basic ideas developed the other eleven contributors. 

group eminent authors from six different nations further 
why this book symbolizes the full dimensions the ecumenical 
movement. men, like Dr. Mackay, have participated the re- 
awakening Christians across the world the purpose the Church. 
They have been involved the development the International Mis- 
sionary Council, the World Council Churches, the evangelistic 
thrust across Asia and Latin America, and the ecumenical contribu- 
tions the United States. 

The structure and theology the ecumenical movement dealt with 
Part One, which the General Secretary the World Council 
Churches, Visser Hooft, and two professors from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, George Hendry and Emile Cailliet, contribute 
chapters. They remind the significant theological development 
our generation, namely, the unity and function the Church; affirm 
the great redemptive work God, who gathers together his scattered 
children into one flock under one Shepherd; and warn take seriously 
the words ascribed Jesus, who does not gather with me, scatters.” 
Important concepts which have given prominence the Church are 
deep sense community, the encounter Church and society, the real- 
ization the order God manifested the Church the “true home 
provided the Creator the core his creation” the eschatological 
dimensions the Church, and its apostolicity which primarily ex- 
pressed mission, not succession confession. 
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Part Two contains five unusual chapters giving swift panoramic 
view the issues, scope, and new frontiers the Church across the 
world. Eugene Carson Blake contributes succinct and informative 
account the involvement the American Churches ecumenical 
mission, pointing out that, the total Church move forward this 
changing world, essential that establish ecumenical base for 
world-wide mission. Unless that base created, Churches will move 
forward increasingly confessional lines and American Churches will 
tempted alone,” leading unfortunate and tragic conse- 
quences. 

Hendrick Kraemer writes vigorous, profound, and prophetic chapter, 
“Encounter between East and West Our Time.” Norman Goodall, 
his customary, eloquent yet simple style, indicates what are the “New 
Frontiers the Church’s World Mission,” outlining changing patterns 
missionary activity and areas opportunity for the Church today. 
Hinduism example “Renascent Religions” and the evangelical 
faith Latin American culture are considered Paul David Devan- 
andan and Baez-Camargo. Such contemporary situations along with 
issues presented Dr. Kraemer should challenge the intellectual re- 
sources the Church. They imply, also, the need for missionaries 
gifted human relationships, sensitive the social ferment our day, 
and creative their approach non-Christian systems life and 
thought. 

The final chapters, contributed Dillistone, Niles, and 
Homrighausen, deal with the communication the message and 
are followed appendix biographical notes and selected writings 
John Mackay compiled Stanton Wilson. Dr. 
chapter “Christianity and Science” the work artist, imagina- 
tive, symbolic, lucid, relevant, and vital. suggests that scientific 
knowledge and technical skill unite the masses mankind hope for 
“new Therefore the problem which confronts the Church 
the communication the Gospel people enslaved within the struc- 
tures “organizational man” and caught within the impersonal world 
secular unity which symbolized power stations, reactors, and 
automation. 

Before attempting communicate the Gospel this generation, the 
evangelist under obligation confront certain questions honestly. Dr. 
Niles poses number these, all which are relevant and, answered 
the light Biblical faith, are likely shatter many preconceived 
concepts evangelism. 

Dr. Homrighausen brings the book appropriate conclusion 
his analysis the nature and function evangelism essentially the 
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the Gospel with view bringing about conversion.” 
Qualities the new life are: “trust God, reliance upon the mercy 
Jesus Christ, profession Christ’s Lordship, vital relation the 
Church, and sense vocation that makes life ministry.” 

This book sounds the full depth the ecumenical mission for 
convincingly affirms that mission the genius ecumenicity. The 
ecumenical mission dynamic movement which claims “that the 
Church universal must world missionary community and that its 
unity incomplete unless unity faith and unity order are crowned 
with unity mission.” The movement presses forward, uniting all 
Christians evangelism across the world, entering into dialogue with 
Muslims, Buddhists, Communists, and all other religiously-directed 
people, claiming that all things heaven and earth must become sub- 
ject Jesus Christ. Attempts confine the word 
mean only ecclesiastical unity are vigorously rejected. 

The implications this are far reaching, giving validity the belief 
that the ecumenical movement the most significant development the 
life the Churches since the Reformation. Gone are any valid reasons 
reasons for departmentalizing the missionary enterprise activity 
the Church which individual Christians may accept reject according 
redemption which extends the ends the earth and the end 
time. Gone, too, excessive individualism which ignores the com- 
munal character the Christian faith. 

The chapters Kraemer and Devanandan deserve special considera- 
tion not only because the skillful and profound treatment their 
subjects, but because they add entirely new dimension the task 
the ecumenical mission, namely, the relationship and points contact 
between Christian faith and non-Christian religions, which theologians 
have treated Whereas Kraemer deep disagreement 
with Toynbee’s idea religion, nevertheless one with him the 
conviction that the “religious issue the deepest the total meeting 
East and tends substantiate the existence this 
superficiality, for reading his chapter should awaken the naiveté 
popular conceptions Hinduism, lack insight into the real dif- 
ferences between faith the living God and the radical humanism 
naturalistic religions, relationship between nationalism 
religions, syncretism solution communal consciousness that divides 
India, and such important concepts 

The reviewer cannot resist pointing out the relationship between Re- 
formed theology and ecumenical concepts which emerged from the man 
who inspired this volume. significant that John Calvin discerned 
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what John Mackay has championed magnificently. Calvin’s com- 
mentary Genesis find these comments: “The admirable goodness 
God rendered conspicuous especially because has pro- 
claimed one Gospel all languages, through the whole world. Whence 
has come pass that they who before were divided have coalesced into 
the unity the faith they all speak the same thing, while they 
cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” Calvin continues, “So, this day, God seems 
enjoin thing impossible done, when requires his Gospel 
preached everywhere the whole world, for the purpose restoring 
from death life. For see how great the obstinacy nearly all 
men, and what numerous and powerful methods resistance Satan em- 
ploys. Yet behooves individuals their duty and not yield 
impediments.” 

The dynamic for the ecumenical movement exists not primarily the 
needs society the religious consciousness man, but rather 
the sovereignty God, the centrality Jesus Christ, and the historical 
nature the faith. 

are indebted Dr. Jurji for this book. excellent inter- 
pretation the ecumenical mission the Church. 


Commission Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations 
New York 10, 


delphia, The Westminster Press, 1959. $4.00. 


This the most constructive contribution the doctrine the Holy 
Spirit that has appeared for long time. the title indicates, the 
author has been bold enough reverse the currently orthodox method 
and approach the subject from below upwards instead from above 
downwards. This not say that attempts argue from the human 
the divine the fashion idealism. But recognizes that the rigid 
application the orthodox method the doctrine the Holy Spirit 
leads its evisceration, the example Karl Barth points up, and 
that this precisely the point which imperative for theology 
take account man’s quest for knowledge himself and listen 
those who are concerned articulate it. really method cor- 
relation that Come employs, though understandably reluctant 
accept this designation. But the method correlation not necessarily 
bound with the system its distinguished formulator; Come sug- 
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which Calvin loved dilate. And Paul the Areopagus found 
the frustrated religiosity the Athenians point contact for the 
Christian message, Come finds the quest man for authentic selfhood, 
variously manifested the Platonic tradition, existentialism, and 
psychology, “nothing less than the struggle the broken image God 
man towards (p. 16). 

Come devotes series chapters sketch Christian anthro- 
pology which develops the basis study the Biblical termi- 
nology some detail. His argument that man spirit sense 
analogous that which God Spirit has firmer Biblical foundation 
than that Barth and Eduard Schweizer (in Kittel’s that 
spirit man has reality apart from his relation God—a position 
which, Come points out, reduces man from the status personal 
God’s The reluctance these men concede created spirit 
man the name (surely misunderstood) sovereignty grace stems 
from fear exaggerated human self-sufficiency. The conclusion 
Come’s study Biblical anthropology, however, that spirit man 
points precisely the insufficiency human selfhood; because 
spirit, man has become what is, and this not isolated self, but 
relation God and his neighbor. Spirit given possibility, yet 
one which man incapable realizing his own. 

The “other-reference” spirit the point analogy (that is, simi- 
larity and dissimilarity) between human spirit and Holy Spirit; while 
each seeks self relation the other, the drive the human 
spirit arises from creaturely need, that the divine from the fullness 
gracious love. his treatment the Holy Spirit the context 
Trinitarian doctrine the author, could expected, favors the Atha- 
nasian-Augustinian-Barthian approach terms the 
analogy rather than the analogy, or, expresses it, terms 
the structure intrapersonal being rather than that interpersonal 
relationship; and the same token severely critical Barth for 
the latter’s inconsequent use both the same time. Come’s inter- 
pretation the doctrine the Trinity, though perhaps too highly 
compressed fully intelligible, reminiscent approach sug- 
gested the late Kirk his contribution Essays the Trinity 
and the Incarnation. The last chapter the book devoted the 
Koinonia the Holy Spirit, and Come stresses the interpersonal 
acter the relationship describes against notions 
employed Thornton and Tillich, which feels imperiled: 
suggests less misleading translation Koinonia. 
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The doctrine the Holy Spirit presents many difficult problems, and 
Dr. Come has not solved them all, freely owns; but has opened 
them highly illuminating and stimulating way. 


HENDRY 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 


AND Gustaf Aulén. 212 pp. Philadelphia, 
Muhlenberg Press, 1958. $3.50. 


The title this book especially significant when one remembers 
that was written retired Lutheran Bishop! For there was 
aspect the Mediaeval mass which Luther objected more violently 
than the sacrificial aspect and until very recently the Lutheran order for 
Holy Communion contained nothing even resembling canon because 
the great Reformer’s strong protests against its sacrificial language. 
Even the Church Sweden, which Dr. Aulén served bishop, 
the same stringent objections prevailed. 

But the ecumenical situation has necessitated some rethinking this 
question many others. Indeed with recent discussions 
Edinburgh 1937 and Lund 1952 that the author begins. his 
opening chapter Dr. Aulén discusses the part played the idea 
sacrifice the discussions Edinburgh, especially the contribution made 
Dr. Hicks, the Anglican Bishop Lincoln. The Lund Conference 
carried this tendency still further that the emphasis sacrifice was 
felt some one-sided. 

representative selection statements various communions fol- 
lows, drawn from the two study volumes: Intercommunion and Ways 
Worship. They reveal surprising unanimity concern about the 
Eucharist, especially the part some communions which has 
tended the past marginal interest. Dr. Aulén feels that the 
Anglican contribution, especially that Bishop Hicks, has 
and defined the discussion” that one chapter largely devoted 
Hicks’ article and more recent documents related it. 

Against this background contemporary interest Dr. Aulén reex- 
amines Luther’s ideas the sacrifice and the Eucharist. While fully 
granting all the traditional interpretation Luther this point (an 
interpretation which has been questioned some modern scholars), the 
author believes that Luther’s abhorrence the term has 
tended obscure the important part that the idea sacrifice played 
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Luther’s teaching the Lord’s Supper. The fact that Luther’s ideas, 
though Biblical, were negative has contributed the traditional Lu- 
theran neglect the sacrifical aspect the Eucharist. 

is, the author feels, the recent New Testament studies the part 
all groups concerned which have revived the question. The continued 
redemptive work Christ and through the Church the basis for any 
idea sacrifice the Eucharist. Just the sacrifice Christ cannot 
limited the cross (though may said concentrated there) 
but must related his entire earthly life and even his Incarnation 
itself (cf. Philippians must also related the risen and 
glorified Christ. the exalted One and great High Priest, has taken 
the sacrifice reconciliation into heaven eternally valid and con- 
tinually relevant. 

Bishop Aulén feels that these discussions, especially the contributions 
the Anglicans, have forced the question the consideration other 
Protestant communions. his opinion there can doubt that 
“The sacrifice present (in the Eucharist) because the living Lord 
present. But the living Lord cannot present without actualizing his 
sacrifice” (p. 193). 

The author feels that the Protestant communions must give themselves 
consideration the Eucharistic sacrifice this sense. does 
however question seriously the Anglican insistence upon the use the 
phrase “we offer “offer his sacrifice” the Eucharist. Despite 
the Anglican insistence upon its place Christian tradition, Aulén feels 
that not part true catholicity, being found neither the New 
Testament the documents the primitive Church. Even the 
Anglicans who use reinterpret it. Necessary may speak 
our offering the Sacrament, cannot speak any recognizable sense 
our offering Christ. 

Bishop Aulén’s book makes real contribution subject that 
much under discussion. The prospective reader ought not fright- 
major emphasis the author, the book really re-examination the 
whole question the Eucharist the light the New Testament. 
Such re-examination, was discovered Oberlin, badly needed 
the Protestant world. For the most part are still stuck with one 
the two false alternatives which Aulén mentions, excessive materializa- 
tion spiritualization the presence Christ. Those who are not 
satisfied and are willing rethink the Lord’s Supper will find Aulén 
helpful guide. would mean much Presbyterian and Reformed 
circles, for example, where the Lord’s Supper often tends another 
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Good Friday, this single new emphasis could introduced. 
sacrifice Christ victory. Lord who present the Lord’s 
Supper and there deals with his Church the heavenly Victor” (p. 200). 


HAGEMAN 
Newark, New Jersey 


AESTHETIC, AND RELIGIOUS Theodore Meyer Greene. 
141 pp. New Brunswick, J., Rutgers University Press, 1957. $2.75. 


Professor Greene, who taught Philosophy Princeton and Yale for 
many years before becoming Professor the Humanities Scripps 
College, has written small but suggestive book the way promote 
“cultural and spiritual vitality” world which the skeptical spirit 
has become widespread. believes that, while the basic problem 
ontological, that is, the nature reality, the approach the modern 
world must epistemological one, since men doubt the objectivity 
values and the validity value judgments. rejects the view 
that only sensory experiences interpreted the scientific 
method should trusted give knowledge reality, and argues 
persuasively that moral, aesthetic, and religious insight attainable and 
can provide the basis for creative life. 

believes that the method used Kant his vindication scien- 
tific knowledge the Critique Pure Reason can extended the 
moral, aesthetic, and religious realms. The fundamental insight the 
“Critique” was that “knowledge the product rational interpretation 
primary experience.” Assuming that the knowing process the 
knower, his knowing, and the knowable object are mutually related and 
dependent, Kant pointed out that the object sense perception ob- 
jectively real when “coercive” the sense that “forces itself upon 
our “orderly” the sense that fits without contradic- 
tion into the world nature, and the sense that available 
and real for all other competent observers. Hence, the criteria the 
validity perceptual judgments are with sensory ob- 
servations, with nature whole, and “communicability” 
and confirmation other competent judges. But Kant maintained 
against the Materialism his day—which corresponded the Scientism 
our time—that this phenomenal world was not the whole reality, 
since the moral consciousness enables apprehend the 
world. 


One the most interesting chapters moral insight. Professor 
Greene rejects both “authoritarianism” and “nihilistic relativism” and 
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argues for ground” between them which calls “critical rel- 
ativism.” believes that Kant’s ethical theory points towards such 
position. the one hand, Kant avoids the appeal external authority 
any kind and leaves the individual decide how express 
his respect for persons and promote the “kingdom ends.” the 
other hand, insists that the moral law absolute. Greene recognizes 
the limitations Kant’s theory from both the Christian and the human- 
istic points view, for example, his lack appreciation love 
transforming force and his dichotomy between virtue and happiness. But 
Kant’s interpretation the moral law “orderly,” and 
“public” universal warrants the belief objective reality and “we are 
justified taking our best moral insights seriously, the reasonable 
faith that there objective Justice Goodness with character 
its (p. 63). 

Greene acknowledges that Kant’s understanding aesthetic and re- 
ligious experience inadequate. For example, Kant wrongly insists 
that beauty subjective rather than objective, being misled the fact 
that beautiful object unique and unamenable conceptualized rules 
principles. Greene argues, rightly, that the beauty object pos- 
sesses order form which both coercive for the man taste and 
universally available all men taste. Kant’s humanistic and ethical 
treatment religion even more defective, and Greene’s interpretation 
awe the presence the holy owes little him. But 
convinced that the application Kant’s three criteria reality will show 
that the religious experience testifies the objective reality God. 
and unchanging.” his treatment both aesthetic and reli- 
gious insight one feels again and again that Greene may hampered 
rather than helped his admiration Kant’s method. his acceptance 
revelation and faith, for example, leaves Kant behind. question 
would whether should not abandon him altogether interpreting 
religious insight. not danger assimilating religious insight too 
much scientific knowledge insists upon the similarity the 
methods testing them? not the special revelation which awakens 
faith and only sense which very 
different from that which object sense perception forces itself 
upon us, fits into the world phenomena, and available all? 

However, Greene surely right insisting that, although the holy 
transcendent and mysterious” that “it forever defies our 
complete comprehension,” God partly not perfectly knowable. 
consequence, meaningful speak religious beliefs true false 
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because they claim refer One who objectively real and 
interpretation, however finite and fallible, Being who has been en- 
countered religious experience. Also, that need for our inter- 
pretation reality not only “factual,” and “normative” ration- 
ality but also the kind “synoptic” rationality which based upon 
religious belief about God and His relation the world seems 
unquestionable. short, the great merit Prof. Greene’s lucid 
little book its insistence that moral, aesthetic, and religious experience 
should taken least seriously sense perception and that can 
give insight into objective reality and value which are both reasonable 
and indispensable full human life. 

THOMAS 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 


THE NATURE AND AUTHORITY THE BIBLE, Raymond Abba. 333 pp. 
London, James Clarke Co. Ltd., 1958. 


This book could mark the end era. attempt survey 
the field recent studies from the viewpoint the Biblical theologian” 
(p. xi), but throughout insists that this possible only assuming 


the results the critical study which characterized the age Liberalism. 
The Biblical critic was right his desire find out all could about 
the literary origins the Pentateuch and the sources the Synoptics, 
well the authorship, date, and destination Old and New Testa- 
ment books. The Liberal was wrong stopping there. allowed 
the history religion replace theology and reduced the Old Testa- 
ment record important stage the spiritual pilgrimage 
mankind” (p. 62). 

The Fundamentalist will take comfort from the conclusion, al- 
though the author believes the Church owes debt, too, Fundamental- 
ism: “it did preserve the great supernatural facts Biblical religion” 
(p. 65). Where Fundamentalism errs “reading the Bible the 
flat” (p. 64), associating “the faith with mechanical view inspiration” 
(p. 67), and reducing the living Word “barren analytical logomachies” 
(p. Moreover, Fundamentalism is, far chronology concerned, 
more “modern” than Liberalism. arose reaction Liberalism, 
making claims and assertions previous age had ever known. 
errancy,” says (p. 108) neither asserted nor presupposed the 
Biblical writers Warfield claims.” confident also that Calvin’s 
insistence upon Scripture’s having come “by the instrumentality 
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men, from the very mouth God” does not warrant Warfield’s assertions 
regarding verbal inspiration and inerrancy. Warfield may 
say, his position not fact that classic Reformed Theology” (p. 108). 

The author’s conviction that the theory organic evolution “in 
way conflicts with the Christian doctrine man created the 
image God” (p. 118). Nevertheless, Abba vigorously defends the 
Biblical “myths” the Garden and the Fall repudiating three 
dangerous conceptions: Naturalism, Humanism, and Totalitarianism, 
and comes conclusion which will surprise the orthodox. 
Shorter Catechism,” says, “simply reiterates the message” these 
Biblical myths “when asserts that man’s chief end glorify God and 
enjoy Him for ever” (p. 124). 

entire chapter devoted setting the record straight with 
respect the history Biblical interpretation. The view 
the Bible” was not literalist the modern sense. Interpreters be- 
lieved the Scripture contained both literal and spiritual meaning 
(not mention analogical and tropological). The spiritual meaning 
—that is, the application the life and situation the believer, although 
not called existentialism,—was always considered more important than 
the simply historical. and literary criticism had their beginnings 
quite early the life the Church. wholesome, too, note 
that Barthian strictures against commentators who confine themselves 
the non-religious meaning the text not apply the generation 
Scottish scholars whom George Adam Smith was representative. 

Effecting his own synthesis, the author defines inspiration 
intrinsic divine character the Book which makes the vehicle the 
historic self-communication God through Israel and supremely 
Christ” (p. 103). This means that must pay attention the great 
events the life the covenant people. The unity the Bible 
derived from the fact that throughout the record one God’s making 
Himself known. proper doctrine revelation must take account both 
historic event and prophetic interpretation the event. History and 
myth, too, find their meeting-place prophecy. religious, 
rather than scientific philosophical category (the statement 150 
that “three different Greek words are used the New Testament 
describe miracles” falls somewhat short completion). 

The author, formerly warden and professor theology Camden 
College, Sydney, now teaching Old Testament Durham. His vast 
erudition has enabled him achieve his purpose giving con- 
spectus the present situation. the volume writes con- 
troversies earlier time, offers little direct help for those beginning 
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now contend with Christianity’s newest foes. does not tell how 
relate the nature the Bible man’s feeling lostness the rocket 
age, nor explain its authority those intrigued the strong resurgence 
ethnic faiths. But who would cope with these had better know 
what this volume! 

New York 10, New York 


THE GOSPEL AND CHRISTIAN Campbell Wyckoff. 191 
Philadelphia, The Westminster Press, 1959. $3.75. 


one likely dispute the need for discussion questions 
theory which lurk constantly just below the surface all the Church’s 
educational activities. All practice implies theory some kind, 
though the educator may not clearly conscious what his theory is. 
Confusion theory leads chaos practice. This peculiarly 
painful truth Christian education where many teachers and ad- 
ministrators are without special training and often quite indifferent 
all questions theory. 

Dr. Wyckoff has directed his attention this specific problem. 
aware the need these non-professional workers the local Churches 
for introduction this whole area educational theory but knows 
also that Christian education has moved recent years into new age 
theological concern that requires extensive restatement_of theory. 
tries meet both needs this book, perhaps unwise decision, for 
the first calls for extreme simplicity statement while the second calls for 
much more profound grappling with basic issues education and 
theology. The situation somewhat like that theologian who tries 
present his fellow theologians restatement some central doctrine 
but form that will comprehensible persons who have never 
read book heard lecture theology. The theologian likely 
complain that the discussion does not deep enough reach the 
real issues, and the non-theologian, spite every simplification, may 
still puzzled. 

The first half the book deals general with the need theory, 
sharpened the Church’s situation culture that many ways 
contradicts its faith. unfortunate that the first two chapters which 
are meant lay bare our cultural situation indulge too many general- 
izations give convincing picture our society and ourselves. 
times not clear whether American culture modern man 
general who being described. The development comes more down 
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earth when education the Church discussed, but still suffers 
from vagueness. 

The second half the book atempts evolve tenable theory 
Christian education with “the Gospel” its basis and source. 
commendable that the attempt made, for our need rethink the 
whole education the light the Gospel. But again the tendency 
oversimplify and sum large and important questions single 
sentence without any indication the critical issues that are hidden 
beneath the words results disturbing superficiality. 

Many will rejoice the thoroughly orthodox theological statements 
(for example, 52) which are insisted upon essential education. 
But seems assumed that there now, consequence the 
theological revolution our time, “supernaturalistic, Biblical, Christ- 
ocentric, ethical theology” with which fairly generally conceded that 
the objectives Christian education must keeping” (p. 69). One 
would like know more specifically what this theology and where 
one may find evidence essential theological agreement either 
Christian education any other area our American Protestant Church 
life. Can one assume, Dr. Wyckoff does, that the Gospel may very 
simply and briefly defined, true rather that our confusion about 
the Gospel deep that one our most strenuous theological tasks 
learn speak without betraying into the hands any 
its prevalent falsifications? not reassuring that his historical 
sketch the author ignores theological issues, making mention the 
type evangelistic theology which became closely associated with the 
Sunday School movement the 19th century the humanist theology 
that was characteristic the religious education movement the first 
third the twentieth century. not become theologically re- 
sponsible Christian education closing our eyes the sharp issues 
which the Church divided assuming theological unity 
which yet there has been little sign. the weakness Christian 
education the past was theological indifference, there seems 
reason fear that this being replaced not profound and thorough- 
going theological concern but form theological correctness which 
does not touch the real problems. 

This book should provoke discussion and should also provide many 
non-professional people with some idea the problems and complexities 
that are involved the work Christian education. 

James SMART 
Union Theological Seminary 
New York, New York 
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Grand Rapids, Michigan, Wm. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1957. $2.50. 


this book Dr. John the successor Chalmers, Flint, 
Paterson, and John Baillie the chair Divinity Edinburgh Uni- 
versity expounds the thesis that “the Christian, because his belief 
God’s Revelation Himself history, committed unique doc- 
trine history; that this doctrine not merely theory concerning facts 
which are accepted all men, but relates the central nature history 
(p. 11). Dr. McIntyre defines history not—as such recent Christian 
commentators Berdyaev and Rust have done—as “the remembered 
but rather occurrence, more particularly oc- 
currence the meaning which construct out certain categories, 
namely, Necessity, Providence, Incarnation, Freedom, and Memory” 
(p. 13). calls them categories because his view they are not merely 
tentative methods description, but necessary controlling principles 
definition, since, puts it, “historical occurrences can properly 
described only terms these specified categories” (p. 14). 

Dr. McIntyre proceeds expound these several categories. ex- 
plaining Necessity, points out that history happens context 
which has very fixed rigidity,” due such factors the irreversible 
character time, national temperament and outlook, the socio-economic 
origin historical agents, and what Herbert Butterfield calls the “gravi- 
tational pull” self-interest and The influence 
Providence seen his causing judgment descend upon evil, his 
bringing good out evil, and his guiding history its divinely-ap- 
pointed consummation. The Incarnation Jesus Christ, however, 
for Dr. McIntyre the fundamental category history. him the 
essential historical question involved this: exactly how can Jesus 
Christ said “fulfill” the Old Testament, and therefore “fulfill” 
history? examines the recent interpretations this question given 
John Marsh, Robert Mackintosh, Hebert, and Rudolf Bult- 
mann, and finally emerges with the concept what calls 
the proper interpretation. this means that Christ’s fulfillment 
has two poles, positive and negative, that his fulfillment stands the 
Old Testament the double relationship both affirming and denying 
it, both confirmation and negation being necessary aspects this fulfill- 
ment (p. 70). Alongside these categories, rather within them, Free- 
dom has its essential part play history. And does Memory, whose 
function mediate the past the present, not only through the 
recollections particular individuals, but likewise through the evidence 
such objective memorials manuscripts and monuments. 
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When Dr. comes consider how the Christian understand- 
ing history related the understanding secular historians 
and philosophers history, employs the conception dimensions 
popularised the late Dr. Daniel Lamont his book Christ and the 
World Thought explaining our knowledge the world, our- 
selves, and God. The Christian understanding history includes 
dimension not envisaged either the secular historian the profes- 
sional philosopher history, namely, the dimension God’s eternal 
purpose. This dimension, course, sense negates depreciates 
the understanding history the secular level: includes it, and 
welcomes the work the secular historian all its exactness and ob- 
jectivity. 

Dr. McIntyre does not present this book fully articulated ex- 
position the Christian understanding history’s meaning, least 
offers stimulating and suggestive approach it, and informed dis- 
cussion some the major problems involved it. 


Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 


CHRISTIANS AND THE STATE, John Bennett. 302 pp. New York, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1958. $4.50. 


The title this book suggests something the ambitious task 
which the author addresses himself. the very outset Dr. Bennett 
lets his reader know that wants deal with far more than the prob- 
lems Church and State, although discusses many them. His 
expressed purpose: “To write book about the theological basis the 
State itself, about the State’s nature and function, and about the problems 
political ethics.” 

fulfill that purpose Professor Bennett has divided his book into 
three distinct parts: “I. Christian Faith Religiously Pluralistic 
Society,” “II. Christian Understanding the State and Its Functions,” 
“III. Church and the first these sections two major prob- 
lems are presented: the way which citizens religiously pluralis- 
tic nation may express their faith and how they may cooperate with 
citizens other faiths, and how relate Christian faith, Christian 
ethics, and moral convictions dealing with neighbors outside the 
Christian community. 

the section “Christian Understanding the State and its Func- 
tions,” the author deals with wide range topics. Recognizing that 
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the New Testament was written when “the State understand 
the political form national community did not exist” nevertheless 
calls attention New Testament warnings against anarchy—the absolute 
State. examines carefully the state and the doctrine man pointing 
out the necessity the State both protect society against offenders and 
them. The continuing controversy over resistance political 
authority, the State limited instrument society, the extension 
the State’s role economic life, together with the conflict economic 
systems, the road from Christian freedom civil liberties, the affinity 
between Christianity and Democracy—all these major concerns are 
handled thoughtfully, sympathetically, and with breadth understand- 
ing too often lacking treatises this sort. Professor Bennett con- 
cludes this section his book with most penetrating examination 
Christian ethics and the dilemmas foreign policy. “Christians 
citizens live with these dilemmas the nuclear age with very little direct 
traditional guidance.” 

“Church and State” the final major area for examination this 
extensive treatise Christians and the State. his approach 
discussion the relations between Church and State the author em- 
phasizes the following elements: the Church human community 
relating the redeeming acts God Christ; community itself 
essential part the Christian gospel; its very nature the Church 
universal community which cannot exist isolation; the Church 
not its own authority but stands under the authority the revelation 
God Christ; the Church its commission has responsibility for the 
life society whole; the Church never self-enclosed whole. 

With this background presuppositions about the Church, Professor 
Bennett examines carefully patterns for Church-State relations and sets 
forth reasons for believing the separation Church-State. There 
also clear cut analysis the meaning the First Amendment which 
has caused major controversy concerning the meaning separation. 
From here moves investigation Church, State, and educa- 
tion. The chapter on, Protestant View American Roman Catholic 
Power” demands careful study; the one “Direct and Indirect Action 
the Church upon the State” suggestive and thought-provoking; the 
final chapter “The Christian and Politics” calls attention individual 
and social responsibility the part Christians. 

Perhaps the greatest weakness this valuable contribution our 
knowledge Christian faith and ethics the attempt cover too much 
territory. But this may also element strength. The author has 
indeed given something the theological basis for the State itself, 
has helped understand little better the State’s nature and function, 
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and has indeed opened for the door fuller appreciation the 
problems political ethics. 

the light present world tensions this timely volume about 
Christian faith and ethics. For leaders Church and State, for teachers, 
for ministers, for intelligent citizens everywhere—here book man 
eminently qualified speak that will both thought provoking and 
helpful meeting the complex problems Christians and the State. 


Jacos 
San Francisco Theological Seminary 
San Anselmo, California 


RELIGION AND Essays Honor Paul Tillich, Edited 
Walter Leibrecht. 399 pp. New York, Harper Brothers, 
$7.50. 


Professor Tillich deserves Festschrift much any contemporary 
American theologian does. His impact upon the American intellectual 
community both and out the Churches widely known. The 
catholicity his interests are well described the title this volume; 
indeed there only one more inclusive title that could given, God 
and the World. Since Kegley and Bretall previously edited volume 
commentary Tillich’s thought, the Festschrift could not duplicate that 
important task. Thus have volume essays miscellaneous sub- 
jects, with only few addressed any sense the contribution Paul 
Tillich. The editor contributes laudatory summary Tillich’s life 
and thought. The list contributors makes distinguished roster 
intellectual leaders contemporary life: Fromm, Jaspers, Reinhold 
Neibuhr, Barth, Ferré, Hopper, Przywara, Weigel, Bornkamm, Florov- 
sky, Hartshorne, Heim Loewith, Marcel, Adams, Bultmann, 
Lehmann, Kurt Leese, Pauck, Brunner, Bennett, Thielicke, Charles 
Malik, and Takeuchi. 

Many the essays are synoptic versions key ideas the thinking 
the authors. rehearses familiar themes from 
sophical theology; Heim gives account the religious foundations 
modern secularism; Niebuhr appraises socialism; Bennett discusses the 
contemporary world revolution the light the themes justice and 
freedom; Jaspers worries through the problem individuality mass 
society; Hopper indirectly communicates theme from the master 
indirect communications, K.; and Fromm philosophically reflects upon 
the “limitations and dangers” psychology. satisfactory review 
each these essays would require the commentary specialists the 
various fields represented. All these imply problem religion and 
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culture, but none addresses directly. Reading them, however, 
virtually general education the ideas the authors. 

Persons acquainted with the writings Karl Barth have long known 
his fascination for Mozart. They have also detected Barth’s capacity 
whimsical. this volume several things Barth has written 
Mozart are gathered together. the field music, must confess: 
Mozart.” “Thus you have repeatedly given courage (not 
haughtiness), tempo (not exaggerated purity (not boring pur- 
ity!), and peace (not complacent 

Brunner writes briefly about object his fascination, the Mukyokai 
(Non-Church) movement Japan. His enthusiasm for the movement 
could predicted those who have read his recent statements the 
doctrine the Church. Brunner rejoices that “It now possible 
disciple Christ, live with Christ, and fellowship with others 
something his name—without the necessity becoming ‘Church.’ 
Both the theologian and the sociologist can have field day with such 
statement. 

Three other essays were especially appreciated the present reviewer. 
Father Florovsky deals with the predicament the Christian historian, 
arguing his case relation many widely and lesser known philosophers 
history. Paul Lehmann continues develop themes his Christian 
ethics. James Luther Adams fills important lacuna contemporary 
English literature with his essay “Rudolph Sohm’s Theology Law 
and Spirit.” 

Just volume with such varied essays defies review one person, 
any reader will find essays interest his own disposition. One 
the longest “Buddhism and Existentialism,” for example, and 
interest those concerned with either the topics the conversa- 
tions between Eastern and Western thought. One the shortest Karl 
Loewith’s and Faith: From the Pre-Socratics Heidegger.” 
This reviewer gets the impression that the Tillich Festschrift became 
convenient place for many contributers deposit some work done the 
past but previously unpublished, published the past but somewhat 
revised. affects both the intrinsic merit some the articles, and 
certainly the merit the book collection. collection essays 
specifically directed the problem the relation religion culture 
would have been more appropriate honor Professor Tillich. 


Yale University Divinity School 
New Haven, Connecticut 
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Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 1959. $3.50. 


206 pp. Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 1959. $3.50. 


Tue FoR NEW REFORMATION William Hordern. 
176 pp. Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 1959. $3.50. 


Here polemic theology its best. Westminster Press con- 
gratulated unique venture. Each the authors was asked present 
case for the type Christian theology which personally holds and 
which able representative. None the writers was told who 
the other two were, nor did any them see either the other two 
manuscripts while writing [Hereinafter, save space, and with 
due respect, these books and/or their authors will referred 
the latter’s respective initials, and H.] The results sometimes re- 
minds one that variation chess which screen placed across the 
board, and behind each player sets out his men offensive formation. 
When the screen removed, may found that White has attacked 
position that Black did not occupy; that Black has perfect defense 
set for attack that White did not attempt. there certain 
amount shadow-boxing here. 

For instance, the liberalism which and are fond beating 
not the liberalism who repudiates it—nor it, affirms, the 
actual point view the great liberals. Again, the conservatism which 
severely handled and not the conservatism who always 
careful distinguish conservatism from fundamentalism and literalism, 
while and are not always careful. Indeed, the most scathing and 
sarcastic attack fundamentalism comes from not nor Also 
the neo-orthodoxy repugnant not, the main, the position 

obviously impossible review all three books thoroughly here. 
must suffice let the writers define their positions, indicate some 
major agreements, and ask question two. defines orthodoxy 
“that branch Christendom [he avoids saying which 
limits the ground religious authority the would come 
under this description; would not.) however, far from holding 
Bob Jones position, “If the Bible says it’s holds the 
principle progresssive revelation, agrees that the authorship Old 
Testament book matter criticism, not Christology, repudiates 
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literalism, and insists textual criticism, though seems regard all 
higher criticism His center the Bible is, explicitly, 
the two epistles the Romans perfect treatise systematic the- 
and Galatians, for the reason that “they alone develop the terms 
the Abrahamic covenant systematic, didactic language.” 
ever passage conflicts with the teaching Romans and Galatians, either 
the mind has failed grasp its meaning, the passage falls under the 
concept progressive revelation” (pp. 66,99). also rather more 
frank and specific about the difficulties inherent his view than are the 
others. 

defines free, unbound church creed. Whether 
comes with Methodist answer Presbyterian answer, old 
answer new one, indifferent him. not even anxious 
defend “liberal” view just because liberal. His “focus atten- 
tion the revelation God the Christian community. But 
relevant consideration from human experience ruled out bounds.” 

sees neo-orthodoxy mediating position. The name des- 
cription mood and trend, “attempt get back the Reformers’ 
The central emphasis the that are dependent God alone 
for our salvation.” had been able read and would have 
found them complete agreement with him here. 

There are many other important agreements. all are together, 
for example, the Incarnation can seen from the following. Can 
the reader assign each the right book? (a) “[Christ’s] speech was God 
speaking; his loving deeds were God’s own acts; where was, God was 
dynamically present power.” (b) “The human nature Jesus was 
perfectly united with the divine person, and the divine person was 
perfectly united with the will the Father, that all Jesus did said 
derived from the Father.” (c) “Christianity based the claim that 
the Lord God, the Creator all, became incarnate Christ.” 

All three writers agree the primary authority the Scriptures, even 
with their different approaches. They are one many ways that 
this reader, all events, finds them the Christian orbit. There are 
heavenly bodies which approach our sun once and once only all their 
existence; there are others which, though their orbits differ from our 
earth’s size and shape, nevertheless belong our system. these 
three perspectives belong the Christian system, for their central Sun 
the same. 
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course there are disagreements, you would expect. takes 
great pains write off natural theology; while not content with 
showing there such thing but that important. ignores the 
problem.) Neither nor could subscribe C’s theory Scripture. 
All three have different approaches the Atonement, being perhaps 
most insistent that true doctrine must include what true all the 
classic theories. What might called the extra-Biblical theologians 
imposing authority are different for these men. caught fire under 
Hodge and Warfield, Barth H’s favorite source, along with Kierke- 
gaard; while the K-B axis seems only pervert the Bible’s truth. 
There are, fact, many points difference, temperamental intel- 
lectual, that this trilogy will make first-class basis for group discussions 
all over America. 

Certainly one should read one these books without reading the 
other two. Not only will they introduce students, outside and inside 
seminaries, contemporary American theology, but they may help some 
who have been theological flounderers ever since their student days, 
decide where, after all, they can take firm stand. 

Which raises question: Will any the three views seem cogent 
that will sweep the Christian world into assent? any one these 
the ecumenical theology the future? Not likely, none these has 
ever been the ecumenical theology the past. far these particular 
books go, liberalism here presented will appeal the great majority 
typical educated American Christians. Orthodoxy, here outlined, 
will appeal most strongly those brought it. (Oddly enough, 
the writer who speaks most repeatedly falls back most 
unpersuasive Neo-orthodoxy will appeal chiefly persons 
rather subtle minds. 

there any way combining these perspectives into one? None 
these scholars proposes it. would interesting if, now that they 
have seen what all three have written, they would write supplementary 
volume rebuttals, acknowledgements, and perhaps further proposals. 
But present the view may the view all: 

“Theology far too important the Church make ecumenical 
agreement achiefend. The value ecumenical discussion that there 
not ecumenical theology, and consequently each theology must 
continually question itself the light the challenge made 
opposing positions.” 

KENNETH FOREMAN, SR. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
Louisville, Kentucky 
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THE FAITH AND RELIGIONS, Bouquet. 
430 pp. New York, Harper and Brothers, 1958. $7.00. 


This another book the “Library Constructive Theology” which 
has included works Farmer, Dodd, Wheeler Robinson, 
Evelyn Underhill, and other outstanding Christian scholars religion. 
extremely heartening this reviewer that Professor 
volume has been included the series. The problem which Bouquet 
addresses himself all too often considered not germane the 
constructive task modern theology. The Christian Faith and Non- 
Christian Religions demonstrates even the most provincial western 
Christians the extreme need that Christian theologians today give serious 
attention the attitude and approach Christianity the non-Christ- 
ian religions. 

Why this problem such pertinence today never before recent 
those laymen and ministers who have not given much 
attention the world wide religious conflict that now taking place, 
Professor Bouquet makes clear that Christians cannot ignore the new 
world situation and make any claim being responsible stewards the 
Christian Gospel. For those who are engaged the missionary task 
either the field home, gives both new information and 
stimulus further reflection upon the task that lies ahead. either 
case, the reader forcefully reminded again that Christianity longer 
the religion dominant West. longer unchallenged 
lethargic and decadent indigenous religions outside the West. Christi- 
anity challenged and the challengers are rapidly awakening their 
own decadence and their vast ancient resources strength. And not 
overlooked are those ideologies and movements which possess much 
the strength and appearance religion while they nevertheless are the 
most dangerous opponents the Christian faith both within and without 
its traditional geographic and cultural boundaries. spite of, and per- 
haps because of, his calm and scholarly presentation the problem, 
Professor Bouquet succeeds arousing the reader awareness the 
danger and opportunity facing world-wide Christianity few other 
writers have done. 

This large book the sense scope and thoroughness. Its 
author’s knowledge possesses both breadth and depth. catholic 
his interests and aware that meaningful and contemporary Christian 
apologetic cannot limited discussion one few aspects the 
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Christian faith the apologetic consequence the struggle 
religion the modern world. rightly demands that the reader 
consider the scientific and technological spirit and accomplishments 
which have recently altered the western world, and are now drastically 
operation eastern cultures. recalls brief but adequate scope 
the general history religion through the “pre-axial, axial, 
axial” periods. this procedure brings the reader recognition 
“the extent which the religious leaders the various countries 
during the axial age were agreement certain general ideas, though 
this agreement does not necessarily mean actual intercommunication, 
even some diffusion cannot entirely ruled out.” From his study 
infers that among the various philosophies and religions the main 
there was concurrent development, which was due mankind many 
areas having reached certain stage mental development.” 

From this point are reminded the rise and expansion 
Christianity, the doctrine the Logos, the resemblances and funda- 
mental differences within many the religious traditions the world, 
and the principles religious diffusion and religious indigenisation. 
the light the foregoing, and the major changes which have been and 
are taking place the world (the rise Marxism, the emancipation 
African and Asia, the dominance America, and the emergence the 
world scene reviving self-conscious ancient non-Christian religions), 
Professor Bouquet devotes himself consideration large number 
Christian theologians who the past one hundred years have at- 
tempted theological revaluation the Christian attitude toward non- 
Christian religions. 

the continued consideration what the Christian attitude toward 
other religions shall the light ever changing world that Dr. 
Bouquet seeks. presents challenge taken the the- 
ologian, the minister, and the layman. But, does not confine himself 
attitude alone. attitude toward relationship between Christi- 
anity and the non-Christian religions, and the proper understanding 
the relationship will demand for the immediate and long-range future 
“not new newly expressed and renewed Christianity.” 


ASHBY 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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THEOLOGY CULTURE, Paul Tillich, Edited Robert Kimball. 
213 pp. New York, Oxford University Press, 1959. $4.00. 


the title asserts, this volume consists Tillich’s contributions 
the analysis culture from the viewpoint his distinctive brand 
Protestant Christian theology. consists fifteen essays, fourteen 
which have previously been published periodicals over the past two 
decades. The subjects range from philosophical and theological issues, 
such Two Types Philosophy Religion” Struggle 
Between Time and Space,” concrete analyses social cultural prob- 
lems such American education, psychoanalysis, and the role religion 
America and Russia. The essays have been edited and published 
Mr. Robert Kimball. Professor Tillich provides foreword which 
recalls the title his first published speech, “On the Idea The- 
ology Culture,” more than forty years ago. The theme, asserts, 
has remained with him through the years; and this book offers abundant 
evidence verify the assertion. 

The first essay, Dimension Man’s Spiritual Life” 
published first 1954 Columbia University’s bicentenary volume 
Man’s Right Knowledge, establishes the basis for Tillich’s theological 
concern for culture. Religion is, the one hand, specific aspect 
human experience deriving from transcendent source, and the other 
hand dimension aspect the whole life human culture. 
Each these two aspects challenged rejected significant group 
the contemporary West. The secular scientific mind tends reject 
the first aspect religion asserting only projection human 
wishes, while many orthodox Christians reject the second. affirming 
both Tillich sets for himself the problem theology culture. Asa 
professional theologian has given life-long attention the first aspect 
religion. But has not been willing let the matter rest this 
point. Rather theologian culture has sought show how 
religion its applied lived form pervades the whole life culture. 
great work human culture can hide its transcendent source, Tillich 
has elsewhere contended. analysis culture complete 
adequate which omits this religious aspect. 

Tillich has never given over-all theoretical systematic expression his 
theology culture. And does not the writings this 
volume. Rather having established the relevance this viewpoint and 
this concern, proceeds apply practice concrete analyses 
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particular situations. selection situations and issues re- 
flection his own interests. The range from art science, education, 
and philosophy. Through his long life Tillich has had eye for his- 
torically and humanly significant issues. The discussion many 
these issues forms the subject matter this book essays. has 
been genuinely concerned with these issues. has seen religious as- 
pects them not “make for religion (such dubious apologetic 
project forms part Tillich’s thought), but rather because sees all 
man’s existence this perspective. Thus disclose their religious 
aspect necessary only see the specific, concrete situation through 
rigorous and comprehensive for the religious aspect there 
“unconditional” quality the situation, waiting described. 

risky business predict the future significance either con- 
temporary man contemporory book, though course very 
fashionable these days speak Tillich’s work great historic 
significance. not know how Tillich will regarded century from 
now, but for the present age his work has been stimulus and illu- 
mination very great number and variety people. 
philosophers, and social scientists various kinds have found his papers 
and his ideas enlightening and challenging. perhaps the test his 
quality that even though the reader disagrees with Tillich’s views and 
rejects them completely, will find them suggestions for his own 
thinking. His own theology culture will the better for its contact 
with Tillich’s. 

Beyond this stimulus many have found Tillich profoundly 
Christian spirit and Christian mind. The latter has sought develop 
rigorously the implications the former. has done with great 
intellectual power and originality, and with equally great breadth 
interest. the last quality which generates Tillich’s theology 
culture. mind whom “nothing human analogously 
seeks envisage God the Lord all life. ‘These two traits con- 
stituting they kind Christian humanism make inevitable that 
Tillich should apply Christian theological principles the analysis 
all human culture. 

Columbia University 
New York, New York 
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REVIVALISM; CHARLES GRANDISON FINNEY BILLY GRAHAM, 
William McLoughlin, Jr. 551 pp. New York, Ronald Press, 
1959. $6.50. 


read this volume concurrently with re-reading Richard 
Niebuhr’s Social Sources Denominationalism. Niebuhr’s study 
classic delineation theologian the effect social influences upon 
religion, McLoughlin’s book refreshing secular his- 
torian the place doctrinal and ecclesiastical factors within that re- 
markable though fleeting phenomenon American social history, the 
religious revival. The result finely balanced work, product 
thorough scholarship original sources and delight read. 

American revivalism does not admit simple explanation. the 
author basic clue the periodic need for re-examination and re- 
definition the nation’s social and intellectual values the interests 
balance between tradition and change. which 
revivals have been constituent part—represent the religious aspects 
these transitional periods. 

The story modern mass revivalism singular blend unique 
personalities making distinctive and often idiosyncratic emphases within 
the framework more less common and recurring ideology. 
inaugurating the new era Charles Grandison Finney relied upon careful 
organization, psychological manipulation, the appeal individual ex- 
perience, and “liberation” from Calvinistic fatalism. matter fact, 
the whole modern revivalist enterprise has comprised from one point 
view confutation the earlier conviction that revival cannot 
man-made but initiated only when special divine miracle occurs. 

Finney’s generation revivalists was succeeded new crop that car- 
ried the burgeoning profession down the time its next great leader: 
“Charles Finney made revivalism profession, but Dwight Moody 
made big business,” feat which appears all the more striking when 
recall that Moody’s theological and social conservatism was rather out 
step with his times. 

The the profession’s theatricality” came with Billy Sunday, 
but much the secret Sunday’s success lay his appearance 
time reaction against what himself dubbed godless social serv- 
ice nonsense,” his strident chauvinism, and his reduction the ex- 
perience conversion matter simple “decency.” 

The last phase the story date the neo-fundamentalism the 
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, which brings contemporary 
fruition the gathering ideological consensus the revivalist movement. 
That ideology involves congeries socio-religious presuppositions: the 
practical equation Christianity and Americanism, highly individual- 
istic and simplistic approach political and economic issues, the sancti- 
fication middle class virtues and values, association piety with 
success this world, Arminianism theology, and the judging evan- 
gelistic success reputed numbers converts criterion which, inci- 
dentally, has boomeranged again and again). 

The author also gives attention number lesser known but 
many cases eminently colorful figures. consideration several 
general trends, such the growth “the second wing Protestantism” 
recent years, goes beyond purely biographical approach. The 
pros and cons are ably reported; the arguments over the years are well 
chronicled, particularly the rencontre between the revivalists and the 
established ministry the Churches. volume which provides 
valuable perspective for any contemporary decision respecting the place 
mass revivalism the Church. McLoughlin’s brand historiography 
faithful the facts but does not permit allegiance 
silence his own reactions and value judgments. Some these latter are 
favorable; most them are not. think that the ones the latter 
category should taken seriously because the writer usually quite 
prepared contend with revivalism its own terms. His own inter- 
pretations will naturally questioned some points. 

The supreme irony the mass revivalists has been their tacit identi- 
fication all sorts extra-Christian and even sub-Christian causes with 
confessedly pure and relevant gospel. McLoughlin concludes that the 
essential characteristic revivalism since 1825 “has been its effort 
adjust the theological, ethical, and institutional structure Protestantism 
the changes American culture.” The Church is, course, ever 
called engage genuine dialogue with the world. But there re- 
mains two-fold offense the revivalist enterprise. After 1865, 
revivalist actually succeeded bringing “the old-time religion” 
living confrontation with radical social change. The only evangelist 
who least saw the issue here was Fay Mills. Secondly and much 
more seriously, there can greater indictment the mass revivalist 
—even acknowledging that his intentions are virtuous—than that he, 
effect, wields the name Christ ways that make the Christian faith 
servant American culture-religion. Granted that individual 
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the Church wholly innocent this trespass, serious reflection 
upon the facts marshalled Professor McLoughlin makes any other 
conclusion extremely tenuous. 

Roy 
Lehigh University 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


THE PRESBYTERIAN Edited McKinney. 639 pp. 
Pittsburgh, Davis Warde, 1958. $3.95. 


This large and beautifully printed book attempt seven 
historians” present the story Presbyterianism the Upper Ohio 
Valley, area sometimes called “the Presbyterian Heartland” 
America. many ways they have been successful. Arranged topically, 
and without too much concern for repetition for the number pages 
consumed statistics, the book takes some the rugged grandeur, 
enthusiasm, and wealth the Valley describes. One enthralled 
the mental picture the “Four Horsemen Old Redstone,” 
Great Sacrament,” when ten thousand persons gathered for three days 
the open-air November, 1802. The “fourfold plan” prayer, 
evangelism, moral zeal, and education, adopted the pioneer ministers, 
becomes more less the ground plan the book. Sometimes the 
chapters are too reminiscent the antiquarianism many local church 
histories, and sometimes they are simply prosaic, the accounts the 
many educational institutions and the emphases worship. the 
other hand, the chapters Church’s Fourth Estate,” 
Growing Edge Conscience,” and “Unto the Ends the Earth,” the 
authors have reached high levels craftsmanship. George Swetnam’s 
analysis the Church’s indifference social justice during the great 
strikes 1873, 1877, and 1892, and the gradual awakening social 
concience and responsibility perhaps the high point the whole book. 
comparison with it, the many pages devoted lists gifts and donors, 
military officers, and such unusual Presbyterians Mrs. Massey 
Harbison and Mrs. Elizabeth Berry, Wife and Soldier,” seem trivial. 

the whole the work well documented, although one struck 
the lack reference local church histories and session minutes. The 
records presbyteries and synods seem have been seldom used after 
1832. One particularly disappointed the absence any discussion 
doctrinal questions. Even the New School-Old School controversy 
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which centered strongly “the Valley” receives only the barest 
recognition. course factual mistakes are bound slip into com- 
posite work this kind, but surely quick look the D.A.B. would 
have convinced the editor that future presidents Hayes, Garfield, and 
McKinley could not have been the White House lawn with President 
Lincoln 1861, even they had all been Presbyterians! 

Unquestionably, the greatest value The Presbyterian Valley lies 
the fact that regional history written seven busy ministers who 
have become filled with interest and enthusiasm for the history 
their own area. This very commendable thing. There need 
for similar research and popular presentation the story the Church 
other valleys and regions. Grass-roots histories reach the people the 
Churches and are probably read way that more academic works are 
not. The Presbyterian Historical Society and its offspring the Upper 
Ohio Valley, therefore, are congratulated for this stimulus other 
pastor-historians. 

ARMSTRONG 

Ursinus College 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


Michalson and Others. 192 pp. Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 
1959. $3.95. 


The reader who likes know where going, and whether has 
eventually got there, should warned that will find this baffling 
and irritating book. undoubtedly contains some excellent things; 
and yet after two readings its structure remains (to the present reviewer) 
opaque and its thesis, has one, utterly unclear. According the 
translator’s introductory apologia, Gogarten conceives his the- 
ology almost symphonically. great variety themes are introduced 
throughout, sometimes vaguely, recurring and blending together more 
convincingly the discussion unfolds. His literary strategy emulates 
the detective story. The important clues are withheld, revealed 
only where they will illuminate the plot most effectively. Like genu- 
inely creative novelist, need not know the beginning the story 
what knows the end (p. But cannot help thinking that 
would have been better Dr. Gogarten had known the beginning 
what knew the end. might then have rewritten the book 
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communicate his thought others. the reader required 
more for the author than can reasonably expected. Only 
very famous theologian would allowed publish such undigested 
material, and only those with excessive sense theological protocol 
will fail sympathize with the timid protest which venture voice. 

The aim the book, stated the first chapter, fulfill the 
theologian’s responsibility say what sense what one believes 
real and not just imagined produced speculation, and say how 
stands relation the reality approachable immediately reason 
cogent conclusions derived from the immediately given” (p. 
his sub-title indicates, this project conceived Gogarten having 
with the problem subjectivism theology. subjectivism,” 
says, mean man’s independence toward the world when that in- 
dependence understood kind world view” (p. 95). But the 
nature “the problem subjectivism theology,” and its relation 
the quest for the theological sense “real,” are never made clear. 

The elucidation the concept reality theology important 
task, and one which should all most willingly learn from re- 
nowned theological veteran Dr. Gogarten. far have been 
able discover the book any clearly stated view the subject, 
follows. know God faith necessarily know Him God, 
the object religious worship (p. 110). Accordingly there cannot 
neutral knowledge God, not involving commitment. Thus the 
object faith, contrast other objects cognition, cannot known 
without being believed in. Its reality “is unique kind reality 
the respect that reality that believed in” (p. 9). Many 
will readily agree that this the right starting point for investigation 
the topic proposed. But cannot find that Gogarten proceeds beyond 
this starting point. obvious question that immediately arises con- 
cerns the way which distinguish between the various objects 
human conviction. For many other things are believed besides the 
God Biblical faith, and some these such that their reality, least 
the more usual senses would incompatible with the 
that which the Christian believes. Are then simply 
that the “reality consists the fact that its object 
believed in, are develop criteria distinguishing real from unreal 
objects faith? Gogarten does not take this any other the 
many questions suggested his opening pages. 

Instead there follow series chapters Biblical theology. 
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are, presumably, intended provide the solution the problem set 
forth the first chapter; but their bearing upon that problem neither 


self-evident nor made evident the author. The great themes 
tion, the fall, human bondage under the Law and the freedom the 
Christian man are expounded, mainly the basis the Pauline epistles. 
Gogarten concerned show that man’s redemption Christ estab- 
lishes him child God and inheritor the world, that 
related God faith freed from the domination the world. 
But modern man danger coming under bondage again wor- 
shipping the world instead its Maker. This part the book 
clear anything can the turgid style the translation; but its 
connection with the ostensible subject the book has eluded the present 


reviewer. 
Hick 


Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 


Vol. II, Translated from the German Coates 
and Kingdon. 323 pp. New York, Harper Brothers, 1958. 
$4.00. 


The present volume contains the English translations four more 
significant essays from Gerhard Kittel’s Theologisches Worterbuch zum 
Neuen Testament. were published independently English and 
have been widely and appreciatively received. articles follow the 
outline closely knit discussions Greek and Jewish backgrounds and 
the usages the New Testament and the early Church. What follows 
sketch some the main lines development each these 
valuable essays. 


The subject the first article written Werner Foerster and Gott- 


fried Quell “Lord.” substantive derives from adjectival form, 
kurios, and noun with definite significance used first the early 
fourth century B.C. had two primary, non-religious, meanings: the 
lord the person with rights disposing over slave, and the lord 
the legal legitimate spokesman for someone. was only under the 
oriental ideology that the word kurios came extensively 
used the Hellenistic period divine predicate designating gods and 
goddesses. While the Septuagint uses kurios the secular sense, 
here that find the earliest use kurios for god. Only where 
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reproduces actual translation. However, used over 
6000 times translate YHWH. The Septuagint choice kurios calls 
attention the legitimate unbounded and also invisible power God 
dispose—his exousia. The legitimacy Yahweh’s Lordship based 
two premises: the historical fact the election Israel and his 
creatorship. the New Testament, kurios used both the non- 
religious and religious senses. the former may translate Aramaic 
rabh While occasionally used designate God 
most frequently used designate Jesus—especially the crucified 
and risen Lord—and dependent the Old Testament concept 
God’s Lordship for its meaning. Paul clearly expresses the meaning 
Christ’s Lordship. Jesus Christ exercises God’s sovereignty over the 
world that may lay and himself God’s feet. Kurios expresses 
the relationship between God and Christians realized their dependence 
the one whom God has interposed into this world save 
and act.” The authors discuss not only the crucial Pauline usage but 
also that the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles, with special attention 
its designation the Jesus.” 

The second essay written Rudolf Bultmann. 
points out that the ordinary meaning the verb “to know” 
Greek the intelligent grasp object situation. The sub- 
stantive, gnosis (knowledge), used with genitive signifies the act 
knowing rather than knowledge. Greek philosophical thought, since 
truth the reality underlying appearances, this determines the nature 
knowledge and truth. This reality belongs forms and figures, the 
elements principles they embody. Knowing then seeing which 
what real seen the eye the soul its eternal unchangeableness. 
Since the character the thing known which constitutes its reality, 
knowledge what really exists man’s highest achievement whereby 
shares the eternal. Gnosticism gnosis refers not the act know- 
ing but knowledge itself and limited knowledge God conceived 
exclusively dualistic terms. Greeks regarded knowing method- 
ical activity the mind; the Gnostics gnosis was gift from God 
different from rational thought. was mystical vision culminating 
salvation and dependent faith achieved through gnosis transmitted 
sacred tradition. Such knowledge does not aim shaping the world (as 
Plato) but seeks its abandonment. far gnosis also power 
endows the Gnostic with divine nature and frees him from fate. 

The distinctive Septuagint meaning gnosis derives from Hebrew 
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understanding knowing (yadha‘) wherein reality not ultimately 
apprehended when things are objectively seen disinterested discovery 
eternal forms principles but the subjective involvement 
historical events which one encounters God and/or man. Since God 
thought willing rather than everlasting, knowledge God not 
much appropriated information appropriate action responsive 
recognition God’s action. Knowledge God understood rela- 
tion God’s knowing man—which God’s choosing electing man 
object his care. the Old Testament background which essential 
understanding the distinctive meaning knowing and knowledge 
the New Testament. While theoretical speculative knowledge ac- 
knowledged, must always understood the context know- 
ing man through electing and choosing him Jesus Christ and man’s 
knowing God conceived obedient response the God revealed through 
Jesus Christ. Faith and knowledge must always understood close 
relationship. Bultmann explicates his thesis with extensive references 
the epistles Paul and the Johannine writings. 

The third essay “Basileia” written Schmidt, Klein- 
knecht, Kuhn, and Gerhard von Rad. brief sketch the mean- 
ing basileus Greek thought followed consideration king 
(melek) and kingship the Old Testament. While the in- 
stitutional monarchy Israel reflects the influence Oriental forms, 
since did not grow alongside fundamental religion always 
stood under the criticism Yahwism. The authors see the Royal Psalms 
only bridge the concept the messianic king while the belief 
Messiah traced more directly the person David and the Davidic 
covenant. suggested that the later Messianic prophecies actually 
reflect opposition the empirical monarchy. The paramount hope 
supernatural kingship—the sovereignty God. King, God not 
only demands obedience but return gives his people help and protec- 
tion. kingship conceived comprehending past and future. 
Even those contexts reflecting eschatological expectation not deny 
Yahweh’s kingship present reality. general the pre-exilic passages 
emphasize Yahweh Israel’s king whereas exilic and post-exilic passages 
point Yahweh’s kingship over the world. The book Daniel marks 
sharp development the eschatological concept the kingdom 
God and rabbinic literature “kingdom (God) purely 
eschatological phrase. authors propose that this literature the 
kingdom the Messiah never the kingdom heaven nor does the 


for 
att 
anc 
Fat 
wit 
pre 
anc 
ent 
obe 
inr 
Chi 

(ap 
con 
nev 
hur 
gro 
Teal 
one 
mis 
the 


ately 
not 
rela- 
close 
nces 


lein- 
king 
rms, 
ways 
alms 
not 
ages 
arks 
the 
the 


BOOK REVIEWS 417 


Messiah inaugurate the latter. The distinctive feature the New 
Testament use the title king its ascription both God and Christ 
and the diminishing honor ascribed earthly kings—though the title 
for Jesus rarely used outside the Gospels. The kingdom Christ 
the same time the kingdom God and the essential meaning 
and not realm. The various genitive modifiers kingdom (heaven, 
Father, etc.) show that God’s kingdom (his ways with men) constitutes 
soteriological entity the understanding which dependent the 
soteriology the words and deeds Jesus testified the Apostolic 
witness. Negatively, the kingdom God contrasted everything 
present and earthly. not summum bonum attained here 
and now. Man must remain patiently open. Positively the kingdom 
cosmic catastrophe which its fulfilment manifested. What 
imminent never proclaimed the expense what transcendant. 
Though the kingdom sense beyond ethics since received and 
entered through faith and repentance, nevertheless, this faith involves 
obedience fight for God’s kingdom. Jesus himself knew that the 
inrushing sovereignty God had come his person and the early 
Church reflected the same understanding its tendency speak the 
Lord Jesus Christ rather than explicitly the kingdom God. The 
New Testament does not identify the kingdom God with the Church. 

The fourth essay was written Karl Heinrich 
Rengstorf. The author discusses the meaning the word apostolos 
(apostle) and apostellein (to send) classical Greek emphasizing their 
complete contrast New Testament usage—especially the fact that they 
never conveyed the idea initiative the part the apostolos, 
authorization. nearest correspondence the Christian apostolate 
found the teachers the Cynico-Stoic school. The major difference 
that here the mission always remains human program where the 
crucial point exercising the missionary office everything depends 
human initiative and judgment. only against the Jewish back- 
ground, especially rabbinic Judaism, that the Christian apostolate can 
really understood. the term shaliah whose usage most nearly 
parallels the New Testament apostolos. The essentially legal institution 
the sheluhim probably goes back pre-exilic times. The shaliah 
one designated represent and exercise the right the one who com- 
missions him. term emphasizes neither the fact being sent nor 
the nature the task. The shaliah may represent number people 
did the rabbis who were sent the name scholars (Israel) into the 
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dispersion. important note that Jewish missionaries Gentiles 
were never called sheluhim. Since the office shaliah was secular 
origin and nature, where has religious form merely the application 
secular function. the New Testament the word apostle never means 
the act sending the business involved but designates authorized 
ambassador. The Greek apostolos provides merely the form while the 
content derives from the shaliah rabbinic Judaism. author be- 
lieves the apostleship originates with the historical Jesus who used the 
title apostle. Jesus’ call the disciples (1) there are close parallels 
the legal status shaliah, (2) every suggestion legal claim elim- 
inated (3) the commission characterized authorization limited 
time and place, (4) and reality application the shaliah 
the relations between Jesus and his disciples made the time when 
communicated authority share his work. was after his resurrec- 
tion that Jesus made the community the apostolate the preaching com- 
munity, thereby giving the apostolate its missionary character. This 
radically differentiates New Testament apostleship from the Jewish 
shaliah institution. the discussion Paul’s understanding apostle- 
ship emphasis laid upon the dominant place gives God’s action 
(recovery prophetic consciousness) the making apostles and the 
way which drew vital connexion between the personal experience 
Jesus Messiah and the office apostle. this context that 
Paul’s affinity with and movement beyond the original ex- 
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FRANKLIN YOUNG 


Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 


THE TRANSCENDENTALIST MINISTERS: CHURCH REFORM THE NEw ENG- 
LAND RENAISSANCE, William Hutchison. 240 pp. New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1959. $4.50. 


The Waldo Emerson, Theodore Parker, 
James Freeman Clarke, George Ripley, Orestes Brownson, William 
Henry Channing, Frederic Hodge—are familiar figures the Amer- 
ican past. The author this present book, which was awarded the 
Brewer Prize the American Society Church History, suggests that 
there are two reasons why new account the mid-nineteenth century 
struggle between the “orthodox” and wings 
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American Unitarianism was needed. First all, the earlier studies 
Transcendentalism were based almost exclusively upon materials sup- 
plied the Transcendentalists themselves, with the result that their 
opponents—the “orthodox” Unitarians—have been unjustly caricatured. 
the second place, the Transcendentalists have been commonly pictured 
free spirits who manifest little interest the Church, whereas 
actually one their main concerns was church reform. 

With regard the reassessment the Unitarians, Hutchi- 
son successful demonstrating that they were far from being in- 
tolerant reactionaries, even though Andrews Norton did have his choleric 
moments. Norton, the other hand, found his counterpart Theo- 
dore Parker who also tended illiberal and dogmatic temper and 
who did not hesitate accuse those who differed with him being 
insincere, superstitious, and bigoted. Hutchison also demonstrates that 
the Transcendentalists were not interested solely appraising the uni- 
verse through the spectacles intuitive faith, for they were deeply 
involved attempt reform the Church that might express 
more adequately the implications their “transcendental” faith. Most 
the Transcendentalist leaders were ministers who continued the 
ministry and were deeply preoccupied with the everyday problems 
church life. major portion the volume devoted description 
the innovations they made the Churches they served and the 
patterns they formulated for the Church the Future, the Church 
the People, the Comprehensive Church, the Broad Church, the New, 
True, and Final Church. These Transcendentalist blueprints the 
Church the Future are strikingly prophetic the Churches twent- 
ieth century suburbia which religion general exalted. 

The author points out that the basic dilemma Unitarianism was 
that sought combine insistence upon free inquiry with accept- 
ance specifically Christian confession normative. The “orthodox” 
Unitarians wished limit inquiry” within the bounds the 
initial Unitarian commitment revealed Christianity, but the Trans- 
cendentalists insisted that any concept the superior authority 
special Christian revelation inhibited freedom inquiry. The Trans- 
cendentalists took their stance upon the authority general revelation 
the natural order intuitively apprehended discrete individuals, and 
the “orthodox” found difficult counter their claim that they had 
“right” Unitarians so. Ultimately the Transcendentalists found 
themselves much the same position the “orthodox” when they 
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sought counter the claim the “scientific theists” have place 
within the Unitarian fold, and they both were equally helpless 
the face similar claim “non-theistic humanists.” Thus, Hutchi- 
son concludes, the logical development the first “historic ideal” 
Unitarianism led virtually complete rejection the second. 


Hupson 


Colgate Rochester Divinity School 
Rochester, New York 


POINTING THE Way, Martin Buber. 
Brothers, 1957. $4.50. 


239 pp. New York, Harper 


Here again the inimitable voice one the wisest contemporary 
men. With reflective skill the hidden implications the spirit are 
articulated with accuracy and feeling wide variety themes ranging 
all the way from the space problem the stage consideration 
politics. book far from being coherent unity; rather 
number essays called into being diverse circumstances over 
the years between 1909 and 1954. Nevertheless like every book 
Martin Buber’s there are unforgettable treasures here. one had 
more than the essay “The Altar” which Grunewald’s famous work 
Isenheim Colmar described with rare penetration and intensity 
“the altar the spirit the West,” one would count its reading 
profitable experience. 

The unrelenting drive Buber toward authentic existence 
all these essays. delightful irony the dialogue “Productivity 
and Existence” where the subtle affirmations are quietly laid “being” 
rather than the serious and vigorous judgment made 
between licentious soldiery and true revolutionaries; the simple but 
reverberating power with which the loss trust disclosed the very 
center our distraught and disintegrated society; all these probes press 
inward toward the center where humanity must find itself, even its own 
pain and freedom, else lost the maddening maze its own 
spectacular achievement. 

Over and over again what astonishes one Martin Buber’s span 
imagination. His ideas are never cut off from their roots the concrete 
life the world. never tears the fabric mortal existence into 
stripes, abstracting ideas from events, meaning from life, principles from 
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experience. perceives the meaning incarnate the stuff life. 
Amid the most terrifying human passions and international strife 
holds firmly and sees deeply the inner truths that transcend the particular 
problem and yet permeate with significance. 

The book three parts. The first dealing with “Towards Authentic 
Existence” contains the essay Teaching the Tao” which 
elaborates the doctrine mystical union which has since re- 
pudiated. The second section, “The Dimensions Dialogue,” deals 
with the major theme all his work, namely the nature reality 
revealed dialogue. The third section the philosopher actively 
making judgment current events and sharing the rough and tumble 
affairs the world. Like every book invitation 
share the reflectiveness great religious mind. 


SAMUEL MILLER 
Harvard Divinity School 
Cambridge, Massachussetts 


SERMONS PREACHED UNIVERSITY George Buttrick. 
222 pp. New York, Abingdon Press, 1959. $3.75. 


Preachers and teachers preaching America have awaited with 
more than ordinary anticipation the appearance book sermons 
from the pen George Buttrick, Preacher the University and 
Plummer Professor Christian Morals Harvard University. During 
his outstanding ministry for twenty-eight years Madison Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, New York City, won reputation excellent 
pastor and Protestant religious circles his name became synonymous 
with great preaching. Some his readers and hearers give him the 
somewhat equivocal title preacher’s preacher,” which even the 
best sense the term his characteristic humility would hesitate accept, 
much less claim; but the consistently crowded sanctuary Memorial 
Church Harvard indicates the broader context the unmistakable 
fact that the era great preaching, America least, not yet over. 

order prepare his readers, Dr. Buttrick writes exceedingly 
helpful Foreword his book and takes care point out that these are 
university sermons, written primarily for students, and from the per- 
spective one who trying throw some light for them upon the 
complex issues and problems mid-twentieth century life. Then fol- 
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low twenty-six sermons that fall into three groups: Faith and Doubt; 
Faith and Life; and the Christian Year. The general format the book 
takes its shape doubtlessly from the preacher’s attempt present pro- 
vocative Christian witness before secular academic community, but in- 
dividual sermons succeed singling out for expert handling those deep 
personal problems that are the common burden the student mind today. 
Indeed intelligent reader these pages will discover that the decisive 
and inevitable encounter the Gospel with moral conditions and intel- 
lectual strictures not peculiar to, nor needed especially by, the uni- 
versity group, but has real significance for the larger areas our society 
and culture well. sermons are well-balanced criticism life 
and those ills which the basic moral incapacity our human nature 
creates both the student and day-laborer alike. 

This book the product brilliant mind. The insights therefore 
are incisive and the skilful handling ideas brings out Dr. Buttrick’s 
genius both thinker and preacher. Every phrase counts and the 
fulness these well-documented pages shows that Dr. Buttrick the 
preacher, scholar, and theologian are happily bound together. The 
range his thinking and the sincerity his sentiments appear especially 
when speaks with devastating sentence against some current social 
philosophical aberration and then with almost pastoral tenderness 
case personal fretfulness blindness. none these addresses 
does ever ride pet theme. His “magnificent obsession” Christ 
who stands strong and manly figure the center well-rounded 
Gospel. 

Readers will have varied reactions this volume sermons. Some 
will miss the Buttrick they knew and appreciated deeply Jesus 
Came Preaching and The Parables Jesus; they will prefer the frank 
simplicity when was more the preacher than philosopher and his 
material less crowded with sub-thoughts and subtle by-play local re- 
levance and timeliness. Yet, when the history American preaching 
comes written down, will books such Sermons Preached 
University Church that the scholar will turn order assess the 
impact prophetic voice upon the mind and will the age. 


Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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RECHTFERTIGUNG; LEHRE KARL BARTHS UND EINE KATHOLISCHE 
BESINNUNG, Hans Kiing. Mit einem Geleitbrief von Karl Barth. 
304 pp. Johannes Verlag, 18,50. 


This courageous book can become the beginning new phase 
Protestant-Roman-Catholic encounter. The author, young Roman- 
Catholic theologian, means outsider his own Church. 
received his theological training mainly the Pontifical University 
Gregoriana Rome, member the oldest papal college for the 
training for the ministry, the Germanicum-Hungaricum, under the 
direction Jesuit teachers. His book was published with the 
matur the bishop Basle, and Guy Broglie, professor the 
Roman Pontifical University Gregoriana and the Paris Catholic In- 
stitute states explicitly that sincere and well informed thinker can 
doubt the full Roman-Catholic orthodoxy Kiing’s presentation his 
Church’s doctrine justification. And this point that Kiing’s 
book becomes most exciting because Karl Barth, whose teaching 
justification Kiing compares with the Roman-Catholic doctrine, admits 
his part without hesitation and reservation his introductory letter, 
that Kiing the first part his book has presented Barth’s teaching 
not only fair way but entirely correct comprehensiveness and 
detail. Writes Barth the author: “Your readers may take (until they 
perhaps will read own books) what you make say for what 
say, and that mean the way you make say it” (p. 
thesis simply this: Barth and the Roman-Catholic Church are sub- 
stantial agreement their doctrine justification even some formula- 
tions are different. Barth states: what Kiing the second part 
his book presents the official Roman doctrine really official Roman 
doctrine then the Barthian and the Roman doctrine justification are 
the same (p. 12). 

obvious that Kiing’s thesis surprising and even shocking for 
most readers any Church, not least his own. And is, therefore, 
wonder that Roman Catholic theologians have already begun dis- 
pute it. Will these win? 

brief review cannot justice this very important, most timely 
and stimulating book. should read all who are concerned about 
the division Christ’s Church general and about the deep gulf 
that separate the Roman Church from the rest Western Christendom 
particular. Kiing implies the conclusion that, since his Church teaches 
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the same the question justification did the great Reformers— 
Barth stands for them—there reason for the Churches the Re- 
formation remain outside the Church Rome. Protestant Chris- 
tians could easily ask provocative counter-questions. questions 
both sides are asked the spirit Kiing’s book the ecumenical calamity 
will lose much its bitterness. And this even more desired 
these years when the Roman Church preparing for the universal 
council its bishops. 
Harms 

Geneva, Switzerland 
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